CBS Thurles
Homework Policy



Mission Statement

CBS Thurles is a place of learning where students are prepared for adult life, academically,
emotionally, spiritually and culturally. We strive for a safe environment free from bullying.
We aim to promote the Christian values inspired by the vision of Blessed Edmund Rice.

We seek to create an atmosphere of respect for the needs and talents of all members of our

school community, while challenging all to reach their full potential.

Rationale for this Policy

This policy establishes a clear, consistent and supportive framework for homework across CBS
Thurles. It reflects our commitment to high-quality learning, student wellbeing, equity and
partnership with parents. By setting out expectations and responsibilities for all members of
the school community, this policy ensures homework is purposeful, manageable and

promotes both academic achievement and character formation in the Edmund Rice tradition.

This Homework Policy has been formulated in accordance with the school's Student
Wellbeing Promotion Plan, Code of Behaviour, ICT and Acceptable Use Policy, Additional
Educational Needs Policy, Child Safeguarding Statement, Anti-Bullying Policy and Assessment
and Reporting Policy. It complements and supports these policies to create a coherent,

integrated approach to student learning, development and care.

Defining Homework in CBS Thurles

Homework is any learning activity assigned by teachers to be completed outside of scheduled
class time. It may include written tasks, reading, research, revision, creative projects, practical
work, online activities or preparation for assessments. Homework extends and consolidates

classroom learning and develops independent study skills.

Value of Homework

It serves to:

= Reinforce and consolidate classroom learning through independent practice



= Develop essential skills including self-discipline, time management, problem-solving

and responsibility
= Establish good study habits and routines from First Year onwards
= Prepare students thoroughly for State examinations and assessment
= Extend learning through research, creativity and deeper exploration
= Strengthen the home-school partnership by keeping parents informed and engaged

= Build character, resilience, integrity and personal excellence aligned with our Edmund

Rice values

Types of Homework Assigned

= Practice and Consolidation: Exercises reinforcing classroom learning

= Preparation: Reading or research ahead of upcoming lessons

= Revision: Review of previously covered material for retention and exam readiness

= Extended Tasks: Projects, essays, presentations or creative work completed over time
= Learning and Memorising: Vocabulary, formulae, poetry, definitions

= Online/Digital Tasks: Interactive activities, online research, educational platforms

= Practical Work: Art, technical drawing, practical subjects requiring completion outside

class

Homework Feedback

Effective feedback is essential to maximise the learning value of homework:
= All homework is acknowledged and responded to in a timely manner

= Feedback may be written, verbal, peer-reviewed or self-assessed depending on task

and learning intention
= Feedback focuses on progress, effort and improvement rather than solely on grades

= Teachers provide specific, actionable guidance to help students improve



= Common errors or misconceptions are addressed with whole class

= Students are given opportunities to respond to feedback and improve work
= Feedback is constructive, encouraging and respectful

=  Marking codes and assessment criteria are shared and explained clearly

= Digital feedback provided via Microsoft Teams where appropriate

= Balance maintained between detailed marking and sustainable teacher workload

Supporting Homework at Home
= Provide a quiet, suitable study space free from distractions
= Establish a regular homework routine at a consistent time each day
= Show interest in your son's homework and progress without completing work for him
= Encourage effort, perseverance and independent problem-solving

» Check Microsoft Teams or the student diary regularly for assignments and school

communications
= Contact the Year Head or subject teacher promptly if homework difficulties arise
= Support balance between homework, rest, physical activity and family time

= Monitor screen time and overall wellbeing

The Student’s Role in Homework

= Record all homework clearly and accurately in your diary
= Complete homework to the best of your ability and submit on time
= Manage your time effectively; begin long-term assignments early

= Your timetable runs on a weekly cycle, so you won't have every subject every day.
Check your timetable daily, note what's due, and plan ahead for subjects you have less
often so you don't fall behind or rush assignments at the last minute.

= Seek help from teachers when you do not understand the task



= (Create atidy, organised workspace conducive to concentration
= Take responsibility for missed work due to absence and catch up promptly
= Balance homework commitments with rest, exercise and extracurricular activities

= Show integrity: complete your own work and do not plagiarise

Using Al for Homework

While artificial intelligence tools can support your learning, homework is designed to develop
your own understanding, skills and independent thinking. You may use Al to help clarify
concepts, check grammar, or explore ideas, but all submitted work must be your own.
Copying Al-generated content without understanding or acknowledgement is academic
dishonesty. If you use Al as a learning aid, be prepared to explain your work and demonstrate
your understanding. Always follow your teacher's specific instructions about Al use for each
assighnment. Remember: homework develops the skills and knowledge you will need for

assessments and future success—shortcuts undermine your own progress.

Time Allocation Guidelines

Homework time will vary depending on year group, subject demands and individual student

needs. Indicative guidelines:
=  First Year: 1-1.5 hours per evening
=  Second & Third Year: 1.5-2 hours per evening
= Senior Cycle (TY/5th/6th Year): 2—3 hours per evening (increasing in exam years)

These are approximate; actual time depends on ability, work pace and subject combination.
Students should prioritise tasks when workload is heavy and communicate concerns to

teachers or Year Heads.



Wellbeing Considerations

= Student wellbeing is central to our approach. Homework should challenge and
develop students without causing undue stress or impacting physical and mental

health.
= Homework load is monitored to ensure balance and avoid overload
= Teachers coordinate to distribute major assignments appropriately
= Students are encouraged to communicate if feeling overwhelmed

= Adequate time is provided for rest, sleep, physical activity, family time and

extracurricular involvement
= A culture of support, not punishment, underpins our approach

= Wellbeing concerns are addressed promptly through pastoral care structures

Students with Additional Educational Needs

CBS Thurles is committed to equitable access and reasonable accommodation:

Modified Tasks: Homework adapted to individual learning needs; reduced quantity where

appropriate; choice in format (written, oral, visual, digital)
Scaffolding: Pre-teaching of concepts, structured frameworks, step-by-step instructions

Assistive Technology: Use of text-to-speech, speech-to-text, spellcheckers; typed work

accepted
Time Accommodations: Additional time or reduced load in consultation with SEN team

Communication: Regular liaison between teachers, SEN team and parents; adjustments

recorded in Student Support Plans
Clear Instructions: Homework posted on Microsoft Teams and available in accessible formats

All accommodations maintain high expectations while supporting dignity, independence and

wellbeing.



Non-Completion of Homework

= Homework completion is an essential student responsibility. Non-completion will be

addressed supportively but consistently:
= Teacher discusses reason with student and records non-completion

= Repeated non-completion: contact with parents/guardians via diary or phone or

email.
= Year Head involvement if pattern persists

= |dentification of underlying issues (learning difficulties, wellbeing, workload, home

circumstances)
= Support interventions implemented as appropriate

= Consequences aligned with school Code of Behaviour (e.g. detention, report card)

where necessa ry

= Focus remains on resolution, support and re-engagement rather than solely punitive

measures

Monitoring and Review

= This policy will be monitored and reviewed regularly to ensure effectiveness and

compliance with best practice:
= Annual review by senior management and teaching staff
= Feedback sought from students, parents and Board of Management

= Amendments made in response to emerging needs, curriculum changes or DES

guidance

= Policy communicated clearly to all stakeholders via school website, student diary and

parent information evenings

Review: This policy is reviewed every two years by the Board of Management.
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