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1. Introduction
St Joseph’s Secondary School is committed to providing a safe, inclusive, and distraction-free learning environment. This Mobile Phone Policy has been developed in accordance with Circular 0045/2025, following consultation with staff, parents/guardians, and students.

2. Summary of Key Points in Circular 0045/2025
Circular 0045/2025 requires all post-primary schools to adopt a clear, whole-school policy on mobile phones. Its key provisions include:
1. Purpose of Phone Restrictions:
· To support student wellbeing and reduce distraction during learning.
· To limit exposure to online risks during the school day.
· To promote positive social interaction and engagement in school life.
2. Responsibility of Schools:
· Each school must develop and publish a mobile phone policy in consultation with the school community.
· The policy must identify when, if ever, mobile phones can be used in school.
· The school must clearly outline sanctions for breaches.
3. Role of Parents and Students:
· Parents/guardians should support the school’s approach as part of a shared responsibility for student wellbeing.
· Students must adhere to the agreed rules and understand the purpose of restrictions.
4. Digital Learning and Exceptions:
· Digital learning is supported, but phones should not be the primary device for classwork.
· Schools may allow exceptions for students with specific medical or additional educational needs.
5. Monitoring and Review:
· Schools must regularly review their policy to ensure it remains effective and appropriate.


3. Our Core School Rule
St Joseph’s Secondary School maintains the following rule in line with both our existing practice and the circular:
All mobile phones must be powered off and stored in the student’s schoolbag at all times during the school day.
Phones should not be carried on the person, kept in pockets, used, or powered on for any reason except in an approved exception (see section 6).

4. Aims of This Policy
This policy aims to:
· Maintain a focused and respectful learning environment.
· Protect student wellbeing and reduce anxiety linked to phone use.
· Prevent inappropriate recording, photographing, or sharing of content.
· Comply fully with Circular 0045/2025.
· Provide clarity for students, parents/guardians, and staff.

5. Rules on Mobile Phones and Digital Devices
1. Phones must be powered off before entering the school building.
2. Phones must remain in the schoolbag for the full duration of the school day, including break and lunch.
3. Students may not use phones for any purpose, including:
· Calls or messages
· Social media
· Photography, video, or audio recording
· Checking the time
· Using apps or playing games
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Smartwatches with communication or messaging capabilities must have these functions disabled.  It is strongly suggested that Parents ensure such a devise remains at home and avoid the distraction it may cause in school.



6. Exceptions
Exceptions may only be granted when:
· A student has a documented medical need requiring access to a phone.
· A specific educational activity requires device use, and the teacher authorises it (school devices preferred; personal phones normally not permitted).
Any exception must be authorised in advance by the Principal or Deputy Principal.

7. Sanctions for Breaches
If a student is found using a mobile phone, or if the phone is not powered off and stored in the schoolbag, the following sanctions will apply:
1. Confiscation of the phone until the end of the school day.
2. A parent/guardian may be required to collect the phone.
3. Record of the incident on the school’s behaviour system.
4. Additional sanctions for repeated non-compliance in line with the Code of Behaviour.

8. Responsibility for Devices
The school accepts no responsibility for loss, theft, damage, or misuse of mobile phones brought onto the school grounds.

9. Communication With Parents/Guardians
Parents/guardians who need to contact their child during the school day should do so via the school office or through communication on Tyro
Students may request permission to use the school phone if they need to contact home.

10. Review and Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if required by new Department of Education guidance, school needs, or feedback from stakeholders.
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