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Mount Sackville Secondary School 

A Guide for Parents/Guardians of 1st Year Students 

Welcome 

Thank you for choosing Mount Sackville Secondary School for your daughter. Mount Sackville 

is a successful learning community with a 160-year-old proud tradition of achievement. We 

look forward to working with you and your daughter, as we ensure that every student is 

supported to flourish and meet her unique potential.  

Mount Sackville Secondary School Ethos 

In 1864 Mount Sackville Secondary School was founded by the Sisters of 

St. Joseph of Cluny. From that day to this we encourage ongoing 

collaboration in the pursuit of excellence, offering a broad curriculum that 

is aligned with a high standard of teaching and learning. We are committed 

to respecting the individuality of each student as we empower and support 

her second level educational journey. Mount Sackville has a Catholic 

philosophy of education and regularly provide opportunities for prayer and 

reflection while relating to others in a Christian way. We prepare our 

students to take their place on the global stage as confident, articulate young 

women who can meet the challenges of life with serenity and courage.  

Contact Details 

• Phone: 01 8213317 

• Email: info@mountsackville.ie 

• Website: www.mountsackville.ie 

 

Supporting Students in their Transition to Secondary School 

• Dean of Admissions: Ms Mary Delaney 

• Dean of 1st Year: Mr Gerard Murphy 

• Guidance Counsellors: Ms Andrea Moran, Ms Miriam Kenny 

• Additional Educational Needs Coordinator: Mr Aengus Ryan 

• Class Tutors 

• Subject teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@mountsackville.ie
http://www.mountsackville.ie/
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Dates for the School Year: 2026-2027 

School Cycle Day Dates 

1st Year Induction Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

25th August 

26th August 

27th August 

1st Year Day Off Friday 28th August 

 

September 2026  

• Friday, 25th September – School Closed  

  

October / November 2026  

• Monday 26th – Friday 30th October – Midterm Break  

• Monday, 2nd November – School Reopens  

  

December 2026  

• Monday 7th & Tuesday 8th December – School Closed  

• Tuesday, 22nd December – Last Day of Term / Christmas Holidays Begin  

  

January / February 2027  

• Wednesday, 6th January – School Reopens  

• Friday, 29th January & Monday, 1st February – School Closed  

• Friday, 12th February – Midterm Break Begins  

• Monday, 22nd February – School Reopens  

  

March / April 2027  

• Wednesday, 17th March – St. Patrick’s Day (School Closed)  

• Friday, 19th March – Easter Holidays Begin  

• Monday, 5th April – School Reopens  

• Friday, 30th April & Monday, 3rd May – School Closed  

  

May 2027  

• Thursday, 13th May – Cluny Day  

• Friday, 21st May – Graduation Day  

  

June 2027  

• Friday, 4th June – Last Day of the Academic Year 

 

The school calendar is regularly updated and will reflect other relevant dates such as: 

• Parent Teacher Meetings 

• Liturgical Celebrations 

• Assessment Dates 

• Information evenings for Parents/Guardians 

The calendar is available on the website: www.mountsackville.ie and on the Mount Sackville 

App.  

http://www.mountsackville.ie/
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Communications 

• The Mount Sackville App is a single point of engagement between parents/guardians 

and the school. Please ensure that you have downloaded the app and that 

you check it regularly for updates and notifications. Mount Sackville has 

chosen to use the Unique schools App, to keep parents/guardians 

informed of school events. The purpose of using the app is to streamline 

communication channels between the school, parents/guardians, teachers 

and staff. The app can be downloaded onto phones.  All 

Parents/guardians will receive an instruction leaflet, detailing how to 

download the app.  

• Once downloaded, the app sends push notifications through to relevant 

groups. It allows parents/guardians to report student absence, lates and give permission 

to leave. Once a form is submitted, a notification is sent to the Dean of Year and 

Administration Staff. Our school attendance and recording system is then updated 

accordingly.  

• Phone calls and emails – please be aware that due to teaching commitments, teachers 

may not be able to return a call or email immediately. Teachers endeavour to return calls 

and emails at their earliest convenience.  

• School reports are published on our administration software VSware. When school 

reports are available to be viewed, parents/guardians will be notified via the App.  

• Please visit our website www.mountsackville.ie for information on Curriculum, 

Teaching and Learning, School Policies and to view the School Calendar.  

• Follow us on Instagram @mountsackvillesecondaryschool for live updates on all events 

that take place in school.  

Parents’ Association 

Mount Sackville has a vibrant and effective Parents’ Association. There are two representatives 

appointed for each year group and they in turn liaise with the executive team in relation to their 

year group meeting. The executive team meet the Deputy Principal six times per year. 

Fundraising, sponsorship and support of 

the school community is a priority for the 

association. The Constitution of the 

Mount Sackville Secondary School 

Parents’ Association can be found on the 

website under the ‘About Us’ tab. 

School Life 

Mount Sackville runs a one-hour per class timetable. First class begins each morning at 08.30. 

All students must be present in their first period classroom at this time. Classes finish at 15.30 

on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Classes finish at 12.45 on Wednesday.  

http://www.mountsackville.ie/
https://mountsackville.ie/page/Parents-Association/89837/Index.html
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• There is a fifteen-minute break each day at 10.30. Most 

students take a drink and a light snack during break time. Snacks, 

sandwiches, wraps and drinks are available in the school canteens.  

 

Timetable 

 

 

VSware 

• VSware is the school management information system. 

• Parents/Guardians can view student timetables, 

assessment results and winter/summer reports on 

VSware. VSware is also the programme that 

administers our text alert system to keep you 

updated.     

•  It is important that you notify the school if there 

are any changes in address, phone numbers or 

other household details.  

• VSware may be accessed via the school app or 

our website at https://mountsackville.VSware.ie/ 

 

Teaching and Learning at Junior Cycle 
 

1st year students will study the following core subjects: 

• English 

• Gaeilge (unless an Irish exemption has been granted)                                                                                                    

• Mathematics 

• Modern European Languages 

• History 

• Geography 

• Religious Education 

https://mountsackville.vsware.ie/
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• Science 

 

Students may choose to study two of the following option subjects: 

• Visual Art 

• Business  

• Home Economics 

• Music 

• Classics 

 

Junior Cycle Wellbeing 

Wellbeing is a core part of the Junior Cycle programme. Wellbeing permeates the three years 

of Junior Cycle and includes learning opportunities that enhance the physical, mental, 

emotional and social wellbeing of students. 

There is a requirement of all schools to provide students with four hundred hours of Wellbeing 

across their Junior Cycle.  In Mount Sackville, the Junior Cycle curriculum supports the 

wellbeing of students through the study of the following subjects: 

• Physical Education 

• Social, Political, Health Education (SPHE) 

• Civic, Social, Political Education (CSPE) 

• Choir 

• Drama 

• Digital Literacy 

• Weekly Tutorial session with Tutor and Dean.  

 

Students with Additional Educational Needs 

Students with additional educational needs are supported by the school’s AEN department. It 

is important that the school is notified of any student who may have an additional educational 

need. Please contact the AEN coordinator Mr Ryan at aryan@mountsackville.ie.  

iPads in the Classroom 

Since 2019 Mount Sackville has embraced a 1:1 iPad 

programme for students from 1st to 6th year. We place 

equal value on each student’s pen and paper skills. To 

ensure a holistic educational journey we adopt a hybrid approach. This means that students 

use iPads together with traditional resources such as copybooks, hardcopy textbooks, and 

worksheets as determined by each subject teacher. This approach equips students with all the 

necessary skills from digital literacy to foundational writing techniques. 

We have partnered with Wriggle, a leading provider of educational technology. Wriggle 

provides and manages the iPads for our students, ensuring that each device is set up 

according to the school’s requirements and used solely for educational purposes. 

mailto:aryan@mountsackville.ie
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There is a dedicated Wriggle store for Mount Sackville, where you can find information on 

purchasing options and more. Full details about the store are available in the Parent/Guardian 

Pack provided. 

If you already have an iPad at home, please contact ajennings@mountsackville.ie for further 

information and instructions. Please note that there is a setup and management fee associated 

with using an existing iPad. 

Academic Tracking at Mount Sackville  

The Athena Tracker is a data-driven tool used by Mount Sackville to track and support student 

progress. This software helps us identify strengths, address areas for improvement and ensures 

that each student is afforded the opportunity to reach and celebrate her own individual potential. 

Every student will be emailed a login invitation for her own Mount Sackville Athena tracker 

account. As a Catholic school, we set out to scaffold and support all students as they strive to 

achieve their full human potential.  

With the colour coding system on the tracker, we are alerted when a student falls below 

potential and this may require additional exploration. However, this may simply be a misread 

question or an ‘off’ day, all easily unpacked. In addition, we can see when a student is 

performing above potential as well as when that student is working well within potential. In 

other words, each individual academic journey is being tracked and now that can be explored 

at home as well as in school. 

If you have any questions about the tracker please visit the Mount Sackville website and Athena 

Tracker: A Guide for Parents where you’ll find answers to most frequently asked questions.   

How does a student gain 

access to the Mount 

Sackville tracker platform? 

 

An activation email will be sent to each student’s 

@mountsackville.ie email account. 

What happens then? 

 

Account activation emails can be located in the Spam 

folder if not in the Inbox folder. If no email arrived, please 

contact the school to ensure that a second account 

activation email is sent. 

Is there a parent/guardian 

login? 

Parents/Guardians do not receive logins. Each individual 

academic tracking Athena account is only accessible 

through the student’s unique login and password. 

I have more than one 

student in Mount Sackville, 

can I see more than one set 

of data with one student’s 

login? 

Each login only allows access to one set of data. This is 

the set of data aligned with each student’s individual login 

and password. No student has access to another students’ 

data. 

To access more than one student from a household, all 

individual logins and passwords are required. 

Can any data be altered 

within this login access? 

Data uploaded from school cannot be altered in any way. 

Students are invited to view their unique achievements as a 

whole and can set / reset their individual targets in each 

subject as the year unfolds. 

mailto:ajennings@mountsackville.ie
https://mountsackville.ie/page/Academic-Tracking-at-Mount-Sackville/80289/Index.html
https://athena.ie/the-athena-tracker-a-guide-for-parents/
https://athena.ie/the-athena-tracker-a-guide-for-parents/
mailto:owalsh@mountsackville.ie
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Attendance and Punctuality 

Attendance: 

• Each student must be punctual and in regular attendance. If a student is absent, a 

note of explanation must be submitted through the Mount Sackville App.  

Absenteeism: 

• Parents/Guardians will be notified via the Mount Sackville app if a student is 

absent for roll call during Period 1 or Period 5. This notification ensures that the 

reason for your daughter’s absence is known as soon as possible and will alert you 

if your daughter is not in school when she should be.  

• Any absence from class will be recorded on VSware.  

Late Arrival: 

• Students who arrive late for school will be requested to sign in using the designated 

iPad at the school reception. Parents/Guardians will be notified via the Mount 

Sackville App. 

Permission to Leave School: 

• Parents/Guardians must submit a Permission to Leave note via the Mount Sackville 

App, if their daughter wishes to leave school early. Students will be requested to 

sign out of school, using the designated iPad at the school reception.  

Uniform 

• All items of school formal uniform and PE uniform are available from Leddy 

Uniforms, St. Brigid’s Shopping Centre, Main Street, Blanchardstown, Dublin 

15. Leddy Uniforms may be contacted by telephone (01-8235466), Website: 

www.leddyuniforms.com or Email: sales@leddyuniforms.ie 

• All items of the uniform including PE and sports kit should be clearly and indelibly 

labelled with the student’s name. Large sums of money or valuables should not be 

brought to school. The school cannot accept responsibility for loss or theft.   

• PE uniform may only be worn on the day where PE class is timetabled and on a 

Friday. Students taking part in extracurricular activities should change after school 

in the designated changing areas. Items of formal uniform and PE uniform should 

not be mixed or worn together. School jackets only are the only jackets permitted.  

• We appreciate parent/guardian support in encouraging students to wear their 

uniform correctly.  

Booklist 

1st Year book and stationery lists are available on the school website: www.mountsackville.ie 

and on the Mount Sackville App.  

Lockers 

• Each 1st year student will be allocated a locker. Locks are available to purchase via the 

Mount Sackville App. It is the student’s responsibility to manage her locker. Students 

mailto:sales@leddyuniforms.ie
http://www.mountsackville.ie/
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may visit their lockers before and after school, during break and lunch. Students are not 

permitted to visit locker areas during class time.  

Student Journal 

• The student journal is issued during student induction week. It is a valuable source of 

information for all.  

• All assigned homework should be recorded in the school journal. We invite you to 

please monitor the school journal on a regular basis, noting any remarks from subject 

teachers.  

Mobile Phones 

Mount Sackville Secondary School is promoting a phone-free environment. A student bringing 

a mobile phone to school must carry it in a Yondr pouch. Each student will be issued with a 

Yondr pouch during Induction week. Students may not use phones during the school day or 

during school activities unless permission has been granted. It is each student’s responsibility 

to bring her Yondr pouch to school each day.  

At the beginning of Period 1, students will be requested to:  

• Turn off their phone.  

• Place their phone inside the pouch and secure it in front of the teacher.  

• Store their phone in the pouch for the duration of the school day.  

• At the end of the school day, unlocking devices will be available to open all 

pouches. Wall-mounted unlockers are also available at exit points.  

• Students arriving late or leaving early will pouch/un-pouch at the main office.  

Code of Positive Behaviour 

The Code of Positive Behaviour is available on our website at 

www.mountsackville.ie. With your daughter, please review the Code of 

Positive Behaviour before term begins. As you have enrolled your 

daughter in Mount Sackville, you have agreed to and made a commitment 

to our Code of Positive Behaviour thus you will make all reasonable 

efforts to ensure compliance by your daughter. Our approach to discipline 

is based on a system of justice and fairness where there is cooperation 

between student, teacher, parent/guardian and the school community. 

Disciplinary issues will be addressed by the Class Tutor and Dean of Year. 

More serious issues will be addressed by the Principal and/or Deputy 

Principal.  

 

Extracurricular Activities 

Mount Sackville Secondary School offers a dynamic and diverse extracurricular programme 

designed to cater to a wide range of student interests, promoting physical activity and creative 

expression. The programme is divided into two seasons: the Winter Timetable and the Summer 

Timetable. 

Winter Timetable (September - Mid March) 

http://www.mountsackville.ie/
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During the Winter Timetable, students can engage in a variety of sports that nurture 

teamwork, discipline and physical fitness. Winter sports include: 

• Hockey 

• Basketball 

• Cross Country 

• Camogie & Gaelic 

• Badminton 

• Horse Riding 

These activities help students to develop skills within 

individual and team settings, while also offering 

opportunities in competitive play as well as personal 

growth. 

Summer Timetable (Mid-March - May) 

When the weather becomes warmer, the Summer 

Timetable introduces a fresh set of sports for students to enjoy. These include: 

• Tennis 

• Track & Field 

• Cricket 

• Golf 

The summer activities allow students to explore new sports or refine their abilities in 

existing ones, maintaining a balance between fitness and fun as the seasons change. 

Year-Round Activities 

In addition to the seasonal sports, Mount Sackville offers a range of clubs and activities 

that run throughout the entire year, allowing students to cultivate talents outside of 

sports. These include: 

• Choir 

• Creative Writing 

• Book Club 

• Dance 

• Debating 

Each club encourages students to express themselves creatively, engage in intellectual 

discussions and participate in the cultural and artistic life of the school. 

At Mount Sackville, we believe that extracurricular involvement is a key part of the student 

experience. With so many options available, from competitive sports to creative clubs, there is 

something for everyone. We strongly encourage all students to get involved and take full 

advantage of opportunities to grow academically and personally 
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The Pichet Library 

While we embrace digital technology for learning at Mount Sackville, we also encourage the 

use of printed texts and reading for pleasure. We are very fortunate to have a spacious library 

stocked with books and a full-time librarian, Ms. Mary Beth Taylor. Named after Mother 

Pichet, the very first Mother Superior at Mount Sackville, the Pichet Library is a dedicated 

space for reading, relaxing, and studying. With high ceilings and plenty of natural light, the 

library is a bright, inviting space that is open before school, after school, and at breaks and 

lunchtime. 

During term time, the library is open: 

• Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 8.15 AM – 4.15 PM 

• Wednesdays 8.15 AM – 1.45 PM 

Reading and Resources 

We have a huge selection of fiction and non-fiction texts, as well 

as graphic novels and resources in other languages. Students are 

issued their own library cards and can borrow up to three books at 

a time, for a renewable period of two weeks. We have book clubs 

for staff and students to cultivate connection and discussion around 

reading. Additionally, teachers may bring their classes to the library 

to allow students time to explore our collection. Ms. Taylor curates 

book displays throughout the year to highlight unique themes and 

help connect students with different resources. Students are invited 

to help decorate the library for holidays and give feedback about 

books they enjoy reading. 

Library Events 

Along with reading and studying, the library is used as a space for 

classes, presentations, and special events. We host an annual 

Christmas in the Library, a festive lunchtime event where staff and 

students shared their favourite Christmas/winter-themed poetry and 

music through literary readings and performance. Similarly, our 

Seisiún Leabharlann held during Seachtain na Gaeilge, is a 

celebration of Irish literature, song, and dance. We also host literacy-

building activities to help students understand how the library is 

organised, how to navigate sources, and how to find books that pique 

their interests. These activities include our Library Scavenger Hunt, 

Literary Trick-or-Treat, and Blind Date with a Book.  

The Pichet Library is a unique and beautiful space celebrating all forms of artistry, culture, and 

knowledge. We look forward to welcoming every new student there as we continue to cultivate 

an atmosphere of discovery and growth. 

 

Student Parliamentary Council 
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In Mount Sackville, the Student Parliamentary Council (SPC) is made up of two elected 

representatives from each year group and serves as an integral part of our school community. 

The council meets regularly to discuss student concerns, collaborate with senior management 

and make contributions to school improvement. As ambassadors for their year group and the 

school, members of the SPC uphold the school’s values while getting an opportunity to develop 

their own leadership and communication skills. The SPC empowers our students to take 

initiative, advocate for the students in their year and make a real impact on life in Mount 

Sackville. 

The SPC consists of at least two representatives from each year group alongside two chairs 

from 6th year, with each student voted in by students from their year after they declare their 

interest to run for the SPC. A whole school election follows to ensure democracy and 

transparency, organised and supervised by our chairs. Elected members attend monthly 

meetings led by the 6th year chairs alongside three teacher representatives while also liaising 

with the Deputy Principal and the Principal throughout the year. 

Each representative takes points brought up by their year group to the SPC meeting and they 

are then responsible for informing their year group of the decisions made to ensure that all 

students are active participants whose opinions are valued within the school community. Our 

students become empowered and more assertive in representing student views, improving 

school conditions while also being recognised as partners in policy development. 

The SPC plays a crucial role in Mount Sackville in inviting students to take on leadership roles 

within the school community, allowing them to make a positive impact on all aspects of school 

life for the benefit of the whole school. 

Settling into Secondary School 

• Encourage your daughter to become more independent.  

• Encourage your daughter to take part in the extracurricular 

programme.  

• Set a regular pattern for time spent at homework. Enjoy all 

work completed and every effort made. 

• Provide a quiet, well-lit space to work. 

• Actively help your daughter to study and revise by 

removing devices from study areas. 

• Remove access to mobile phones at nighttime. 

• During the initial settling in period, support your daughter 

to check her timetable ensuring that she has her device, all books, homework and 

equipment required for the next day.  

• Complete the absence, late or permission to leave forms on the Mount Sackville 

App when relevant.  

• Check and sign the homework journal each week.  

• Agree to a reasonable bedtime, given the earlier start to the school day.  

• Agree an appropriate time for getting up each morning. 

• Encourage your daughter to speak with subject teachers and her tutor if any issues 

should arise.  
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Students: What to do if … 

I am late Sign in at the main office using the designated 

school iPad. 

I need to leave school 

early 

To leave school early your parent/guardian must 

have completed a permission to leave form on 

the school app. This will be checked at the 

school office when it is time to leave. You will 

be asked to sign out on the designated school 

iPad.  

I am lost and cannot find 

my classroom 

Ask any staff member or student you meet on the 

corridor to help you find your way! 

I am not in my complete 

uniform 

Please bring a note of explanation to your Tutor. 

This note should be recorded in your journal. 

I need to use the 

bathroom 

Students should try to use the bathroom during 

breaktime and lunch time. If you need to use the 

bathroom during class, please raise your hand 

and ask the permission of your teacher.  

I am having difficulty 

with a subject. 

Talk to your subject teacher or send them a 

message on teams.  

I fell ill during the school 

day 

Tell your subject teacher who will send you to 

the office. Sick bay supervisors will be notified.  

I lose something / I find 

something 

Lost and found is located outside the school 

office. Please place any found items there and 

please look for any lost items.  

I am worried about 

something 

Speak with your Parents/Guardians/guardians, 

Tutor, Dean or any subject teacher.  
 

 


