
Mount St Michael in History



Denis Browne
▪ Member of Parliament

▪ Cousin of Browne’s of Westport

▪ Builder of Mt. St. Michael

▪ Loyal to British Crown

▪ High Sheriff of Mayo

▪ Put down 1798 rebellion

▪ Known as “Donncha an Rópa”

▪ Died 1829



An Caiptín Máilleach



Plaque to Denis Browne



St John’s Church 1828

▪ This colorised image 

from the Valentine 

postcard series dates 

from c1903 and shows 

St. John's Church (built 

1828) as it was at that 

time complete with pillars 

and gates. A group of 

people can be seen 

standing at the gates. 

There are no buildings of 

any kind along Bóthar 

Dubh, so effectively the 

church marks the 

northern end of the town. 

A non-colorised version 

of this card also exists.



Oldest image 1871



Paying the Archbishop



Mount St. Michael – a new era…

▪ On the 1st of 

January 1877 the 

first four sisters 

arrived from 

Tuam to 

Claremorris. The 

Mercy order 

continued to 

serve the 

community into 

the 21st century 

but the house 

was vacated on 

the 18th August 

2000. 



Convent Avenue c1905



Maria Byrne’s c1895



The Square 1900



Main Street c1900



Foundation Stone 1904



Market Day 1905



Claremorris Railway Station 1905

. 



Church Street Market Day 1905



Church Street 1905



James Street 1910



Fair Day c1912



Mount Street 1915



“The Convent”

▪ The original 

Convent of Mercy 

as it was in the 

early 20th century 

with the old primary 

school to the left.



The “Ice House”



The Avenue



Group at Convent Steps 1906



Old Infants Primary School

▪ The Infants Primary 

School at Mount St. 

Michael, Claremorris 

shortly before its 

demolition in 1967. Built 

in 1920 it was replaced 

by the new Muire Gan 

Smál primary school 

down the avenue in the 

1950s. The building in 

the background is the 

old secondary school.



Old Primary School 

Secondary Top



Domestic Economy School

▪ A view of the back of 

Mount St. Michael's 

from the 1950s 

showing what was 

then known as the 

school of Domestic 

Economy building, 

later the R.H.E 

School. In 1984 the 

R.H.E school was 

closed.



Cardinal & Nuns 1953



Murphy’s Shop 1953



Archbishop Walsh 1956



Sisters in the 60s



The Convent Band

▪ All-Ireland Fleadh 

Cheoil winners, the 

band of Muire Gan 

Smál National School, 

Claremorris on the 

steps of the school in 

the mid-1970s. 

Standing on the right 

are their teachers 

Sister Clare Phillips 

(aka Sr. Dominic) and 

on her outside Sr. 

Therese O'Toole RIP. 

In front of the nuns is 

Fr. Ritchie Horan RIP.



Back to the Future

This history 

presentation was 

kindly created 

and presented 

by 

Mr. Colman 

O’ Raghallaigh,

Claremorris.


