
FIFTH YEAR 
OPTIONS EVENING 
12th March 2026



Agenda
• Context: Career Classes, Subject 

Options Fair, Online Booklet & 
Q&A in class or careers office.

• Senior Cycle Redevelopment, 
Tranche 1 & 2 - Subjects changing

• Entry requirements for careers

• College courses

• Apprenticeships & Further 
Education Courses (CAO Changes)



Leaving Certificate Programme

These should be subjects that the student will enjoy, suit the way they learn and ideally provide a basis for future careers. 

Students then choose FOUR more from optional subjects available in our school. 

All students take

English Maths Irish*

Students take seven subjects in the Leaving Certificate programme



What am I naturally good at?

• Learning things off

• Working things out/Problem Solving/Logic

• Investigating

• Doing/Creating

• Do I like the subject?

What does the above tell me about what subjects I should 
choose? 

• www.careersportal.ie     Career tests available here

http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/


Senior Cycle 
Redevelopment



• 2026 Subjects
1. Biology
2. Business
3. Chemistry
4. Physics
5. Geography
6. Construction      
Technology



Science subjects

Agricultural Science Chemistry

Physics   
  
  

Biology



Laboratory science 
subjects
• Biology

• Written exam: 60%
• AAC ( Additional Assessment Component)  

40%

• Is the study of life

• Chemistry

• Written exam: 60% , AAC  40%
• Is the science of matter

• Physics

• Written exam: 60%, AAC  40%

• The study of the physical environment



Agricultural Science
• Acceptable as a science subject 

for nursing and most science 
courses. 

• Sustainability and climate 
change.

• Project: 25%

• Written exam: 75%



CHEMISTRY

VETERINARY MEDICINE

HUMAN NUTRITION

PHARMACY (usually 2 science subjects)

MEDICINE    (usually 2 science subjects)

DENTISTRY (usually 2 science subjects)



Must have one laboratory science subject for:

All science 
courses

All nursing 
courses

Medicine 
(doctor)

Some sports 
courses

Engineering 
courses

Physiotherapy Dentistry
Dietetics 
(study of 
nutrition)

Pharmacy Radiography



Business subjects

Business  Written Exam , 60%, AAC 40% 

Accounting



Business subjects

BUSINESS

• AAC = 40% Min. Written Exam = 60%

• Four areas: people, enterprise, environment, technology.

ACCOUNTING

• No project work, the exam is worth 100%.

• Topics: Club Accounts, Farm Accounts, Service Firms, 
budgeting and Costing



Humanities 

HISTORY GEOGRAPHY ART HOME 
ECONOMICS

MUSIC



History

• The written exam is worth 80% 

• 20% is for Project Work

• History is divided into the study of 
• Irish  History
• European and World Wide History



Home Economics

• 20% of the exam is  for    
Cookery Assignments.

• 80% of the exam is a 
written paper.



Geography 

Leaving Certificate Geography is the study of 
people and the environment around them.

AAC worth 40% of exam. 

Written exam worth 60% 



Art, Craft & Design

• Best suited to a student who is lively, 
enthusiastic and observant, already 
showing an interest in art and craft.

• Craft work practical exam: 60%

• History of Art written exam: 40%



Music

• The written exam is worth 50%

• Performing practical exam worth 50%

• It is an advantage to be able to play an 
instrument or sing and to have an 
interest in listening to all types of 
music



Languages

FRENCH GERMAN



Do I need a 
language?

Third Language is no longer a requirement 
for all University courses.

Needed for a number of 
courses in NUI Colleges  
(UCD , UCC, Galway U & 
MU)

Arts – Bachelor of Arts

Psychology

Social Science

Medicine

Dentistry

189 (approx) courses must have third 
language in LC . See qualifax.ie/ 
Careersportal.ie

If you like languages you will do very well!



Why choose a language ?

1. Opens up the world as over 400 million speak German & 
French

2. Enhance employment prospects

3. Useful in the culinary ,fashion  and cultural  world

4. Opportunities in German/French universities

5. Assistance from outside the classroom with LC orals, 
assistants in the school and trips to both countries



Practical subjects

Construction 
Technology

Design & 
Communication 

Graphics



Course Content-  Construction Technology

STRAND 1 - THE BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT

STRAND 2 - DESIGN, 
MATERIALS, AND CRAFT SKILLS

STRAND 3 - BUILDING FABRIC

STRAND 4 - SERVICES AND 
CONTROL TECHNOLOGY



Careers in Construction Technology

Construction Technology may 
be valuable in a variety of 

careers, which might include:
All Engineering Construction Industry Interior Design

Architecture Building Services Quantity Surveyor Town Planning

Teaching Property Development



Exam Structure

• Exam Structure

•
There are three assessment components: a written 
examination and two additional assessment components, 
Exploring the Constructed Environment and a Craft Skills 
Assessment.

• In the written examination, Leaving Certificate 
Construction Technology will be assessed at two levels, 
Higher and Ordinary.

• The written examination paper will include a selection of 
questions that will assess, appropriate to each level:

•

Construction 
Technology

Assessment 
Component

Weighting Level

Exploring the 
Constructed 
Environment

30% of 
Marks

Common 
Brief

Craft Skills 
Assessment
Written 
Examination

20% of 
Marks
50% of 
Marks

Common 
Prescribed 
Task
Higher and 
Ordinary 
Levels

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Construction-Studies/
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Construction-Studies/


DCG

DCG



DCG Course Overview

The Design and 
Communication Graphics 

course makes a unique 
contribution to students' 

cognitive and practical 
skills development. These 

skills include 
graphicacy/graphic 

communication, creative 
problem solving, spatial 
abilities/visualisation, 

design capabilities, 
computer graphics and 

CAD modelling

There is a great emphasis 
in the Leaving Certificate 

course on comprehension, 
analysis and problem 

solving. In simple terms, 
you must be able to 

understand what has to 
be done, analyse how you 
are going to approach it 

and then proceed to solve 
the problem.

Although it is not an 
essential subject for either 

architecture or 
engineering, it is regarded 
as a useful subject if you 

are thinking of a technical 
course.



Exam Structure

•
One Terminal Exam Paper: 60%
Student Assignment: 40%

• Terminal Exam: 3 hours duration.

• Student Assignment Emphasis on:

• 1.  Elements of design
2.  Communication graphics
3.  Use of ICT in design

• Different theme for Higher and Ordinary level

Design & 

Comm 

Graphics

Higher Ordinary

Written 

Paper

1 Paper 

- 60% of 

Marks

1 Paper - 

60% of 

Marks

Project

1 Paper 

- 40% of 

Marks

1 Paper - 

40% of 

Marks

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/c288dafe-12a9-4641-b5bb-382b99871423/SCSEC33_Design_Comm_Graphics_syllabus_eng.pdf
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/c288dafe-12a9-4641-b5bb-382b99871423/SCSEC33_Design_Comm_Graphics_syllabus_eng.pdf
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/c288dafe-12a9-4641-b5bb-382b99871423/SCSEC33_Design_Comm_Graphics_syllabus_eng.pdf


Apprenticeships

• Many apprenticeships now available.

• Register with SOLAS

• On the job and off the job training.

• Find an employer or Solas will refer 
student.

• Training allowance

• No fees.

• World wide recognized qualification.



New apprenticeships

y

Auctioneering and Property Services

Laboratory Technician

Laboratory Analyst

Geo Driller

Accounting Technician

Insurance Practitioner

International Financial Services Associate

Butcher

Chef De Partie

Commis Chef

Sous-Chef

Cybersecurity

http://www.apprenticeship.ie/en/apprentice/Pages/Cybersecurity.aspx


Options after School
• University Courses @ 

Levels 8, 7 & 6

•  Private Colleges

• Further Education (FE)

• Apprenticeships

• Failte Ireland

• Agricultural Colleges

• Employment



More information

• Course info –   www.qualifax.ie

• Career info – careersportal.ie

• Apprenticeships.ie

• Subjects – Options Fair

• Guidance Counsellor

• Online Subject Information Booklet available 
on School website

    www.pdlsbagenalstown.com 

http://www.pdlsbagenalstown.com/


Selecting 
your 
Options 
on 
VSware





PDLS SUBJECT 
OPTION 
BOOKLETS 
CAN BE 
FOUND HERE:



You can come back at a later 
date, if you change your mind, 
and change any of your 
choices, as long as it is done 
before the final date!
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