
P1 Induction Days 
9th & 10th June 
2026
Welcome



Purpose of today

• Give pupils the opportunity to spend time in their new classroom 
and to meet classmates, teachers and staff

• Share some key information with you about St Joseph’s

• To give parents the opportunity to meet with one another 

• To answer any new questions you may have since your child’s 
application was accepted



Staff
• Principal: Mr Conor Donnelly

• Acting Vice Principal: Mr Ciaran Wright

• 14 class teachers + Newcomer and SEN support teacher

• 31 classroom assistants and growing

• Range of support staff, cleaning staff, support teachers

• Around 60 people on a daily basis



Safeguarding Team



First Aid Team



Classes & Staff – P1A
Mrs Wilson – Class Teacher Mrs Nixon – Classroom 

Assistant



Classes & Teachers – P1B
Miss Crawford– Class Teacher Mrs Noonan – Classroom 

Assistant
Ms Pelu – Classroom 
Assistant



Key People Around the School

Mrs Abram – SENCO Ms Warke - SecretaryMrs Magee – Newcomer



Our school uniform

Results of recent consultation: (April 2026)
• 96% of parents feel our school uniform is an important part of our 

identity
• 86% feel it is comfortable
• 87% feel our uniform is sufficiently warm enough for pupils
• 71% of parents feel our uniform is affordable or very affordable
• 93% feel it simplifies their morning routine
• 86% state that it is easy to wash
• 82% agree that our uniform is durable
• 98% of parents know where to purchase our school uniform



No jewellery! 
Studs only



Newcomer Support

 Mrs Magee is our Newcomer Support Teacher.

  Her role is to support those pupils in the school who 
  have English as an additional language.

She is also our Emotional Health and Wellbeing Co-ordinator. 

She runs our Relax Kids Programme.

Pieta Award 2026

https://storage.googleapis.com/iclasscrm_files/97/Images/Content/2026/157/ck13-Amber_flag_2026_1.pdf




Attendance in St Joseph’s



Illness – school absence
Do not keep your child off unnecessarily!
Being tired is not an acceptable excuse!
A common head cold does not require an 
absence. 

However, follow the guidance if your child is 
genuinely unwell.

Highlights

V&D = 48 hours from the last episode

Chicken Pox = at least 5 days from rash onset 
and until all spots have crusted over

Head Lice = inform the school and treat your 
child’s hair





School holidays

This list is in your pack

Please book family holidays 
around these dates

Excellent attendance is our 
target!



SEN Provision

• It’s important to let us know if your child has a special education 
need that has been identified by their pre-school or childcare 
setting

• St. Joseph’s are proud to be an inclusive school, where all children are 
valued and respected. 

• We understand that many children may require additional support at 
some stage during their time at St. Joseph’s.

• Through a “whole school approach” to SEN, all staff share a 
responsibility to ensure all children are catered for and are provided 
with equal opportunities to reach their full potential.



Potential Interventions e.g.
• In class provision and differentiation
• Lego Therapy
• Sensory Circuits
• Art Therapy and Starfish Counselling Service
• Clarawood Support
• Time to Read
• St Gerard’s Outreach Literacy Support
• Lexia (P3 – P7)
• Relax Kids, DOTS programme, PawsB
• Record of Concern, PLP, Statement (EA)



School Meals
• Dinners cost £3.10 per day

• P1 – P3 eat together at 11.50am

• The rest of the pupils are 
supervised for school lunches in 
their classroom. 

• Meals are provided to cater for dietary needs including halal, 
vegetarian, dairy and nut free

• The menu is available o the school website



Free School Meals
& Uniform Allowance

• Every year there are families who are entitled to 
FSM who don’t apply

• There are benefits to the school, even if your 
child never has a school meal

• Please investigate your eligibility and check out 
the EA website here

file://///1036246-FS01/TeachersFolders$/cdonnelly617/Downloads/EA%20Connect%20FSMU%20Allowances%20Update%20June%202026%2002.06.26.pdf


Healthy Break and Healthy Lifestyle

• Key focus for our 2026 – 2029 School Development Plan

• Department of Education ‘School in Food Policy’

• We want to have healthy breaks and healthy choices for all pupils 
in St Joseph’s – information, incentivisation. More to follow

• In St Joseph’s we are an Allergy Aware School

https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/de/healthy-food-for-healthy-outcomes---food-in-schools-policy---easy-read-version-english.pdf




ParentPay – we’re a cashless school

Click Here

https://www.parentpaygroup.com/


iClassCMS App

Download from where 
you get your Apps

Make sure you 
select the 

correct 
St Joseph’s!



School Website

Click here

https://www.stjosephsps.co.uk/


YouTube Channel

The school also have a YouTube channel where we share larger 
videos and clips that are too large to share on SeeSaw or through 
the iClass App.
It can be found here

https://www.youtube.com/@st.josephspsballyhackamore1636


SeeSaw App

• Used for class communication
• Used by teachers to share class news, key information and events
• One-way communication platform
• Share photos, reminders, whole school messages
• A lot of the messages are duplicated on the App
• Registration details are in your pack



Communication

•Contact the school on stjoesps@gmail.com
•Telephone: 028 90 650039

Contact Details:
•Please ensure contact details are up to date
•Change of number/address etc

mailto:stjoesps@gmail.com


Parent Meetings

• P1 Teachers will invite you in for a meeting in early October after 
your child has settled into their new school

• All parents will be invited in for a meeting in November to discuss 
progress and again in Term 2 (February)

• Pupils with a PLP (Personal Learning Plan) will be invited in to 
discuss their child’s progress mire regularly

• If you require an update on your child’s progress, arrange a time to 
meet their class teacher



Breakfast Club & Happy Kidz

Breakfast Club
• Available to P1 pupils from  

8am on Monday 7th 
September

• Opens at 8am – 8.45am
• Cost £5 per day
• Children receive a breakfast
• Please see the handbook 

for more details

Happy Kidz
• Available to P1 pupils from 

Monday 28th September
• Runs from 2pm – 5.30pm
• Costs £5 per hour
• Snack provided
• More details can be found 

on our website here
• Registration opens on 

Friday 3rd July at 12 noon 
on ParentPay

https://storage.googleapis.com/iclasscrm_files/97/Images/Content/2026/142/px58-Handbook.pdf
https://www.stjosephsps.co.uk/page/Breakfast-ClubHappy-Kidz-Club/42441/Index.html


Phased Start

• Families have been notified of start date and time for your child.
• We appreciate that a phased start can be difficult for families to 

manage
• Class teachers along with SENCO have planned this very carefully 

to ensure every pupil has time to get to know a small group of 
friends and we can get to know them

• We are integrating 60 pupils from 11 different pre-school settings, 
so it takes a bit of planning 

• All pupils will be in until 11.45am from Monday 7th September
• All pupils will be in until 2pm from Monday 28th September



First Day (7th September)

• Start Time: 8.45 - 9am
• You will be met at the classroom door by the class teacher who 

will welcome your child
• Please pack a healthy snack and drink in a clearly labelled lunch 

box
• A schoolbag isn’t necessary – a blue book bag can be purchased
• Please bring a change of clothes – labelled and in a bag!
• Finish at 11.45am
• Please ensure all personal items are labelled



PTA

• We have a very active and very supportive PTA in St Joseph’s
• This year, they have raised around £20,000 for school funds.
• With that money we have been able to purchase 60 brand new 

iPads to support teaching & learning in St Joseph’s
• Next year, they plan to target outdoor learning and help us to 

maximise the spaces around the building
• New members are very welcome and the PTA can be contacted on 

Facebook  http://www.facebook.com/stjospta or on email at 
stjospta@gmail.com

http://www.facebook.com/stjospta
mailto:stjospta@gmail.com




Questions:

Thank you for attending today

‘We all matter, we all belong, we all try to do our best!’
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