
P3 Curriculum 
2026



No 

jewellery

! 

Studs 

only



School Meals

• Dinners cost £3.10 per day

• P1 – P3 eat together at 

11.50am

• The rest of the pupils are 

supervised for school lunches 

in their classroom. 
• Meals are provided to cater for dietary needs including halal, 

vegetarian, dairy and nut free

• The menu is available on the school website



Free School Meals
& Uniform Allowance

• Every year there are families who 

are entitled to FSM who don’t 

apply

• There are benefits to the school, 

even if your child never has a 

school meal

• Please investigate your eligibility 

and check out the EA website 

here

file://///1036246-FS01/TeachersFolders$/cdonnelly617/Downloads/EA%20Connect%20FSMU%20Allowances%20Update%20June%202026%2002.06.26.pdf


Healthy Break and Healthy 

Lifestyle
Key focus for our 2026 – 2029 School 
Development Plan

Department of Education ‘School in Food 
Policy’

We want to have healthy breaks and healthy 
choices for all pupils in St Joseph’s –
information, incentivisation. More to follow

In St Joseph’s we are an Allergy Aware 
School

https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/de/healthy-food-for-healthy-outcomes---food-in-schools-policy---easy-read-version-english.pdf
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/de/healthy-food-for-healthy-outcomes---food-in-schools-policy---easy-read-version-english.pdf




Arrival/Departure

 Gates open between 8.45am and 9.00am.

 Teaching begins promptly at 9.00am. If your child 
arrives after 9.00am they will be marked down late.

 School finishes at 2pm and 1.45pm on Fridays.

 Please message the class teacher if another 
relative/parent is picking up your child.





Main Areas of the NI Curriculum

 Communication

 Using Mathematics

 ICT

 The Arts (Music, Art and Drama)

 The World Around Us (Science, 
History, Geography)

 PDMU (Personal Development & 
Mutual Understanding)

 PE

 Grow In Love



Communication – Reading

 Homework – Guided reading book, Paired 
reader and Library book.

 Guided reading – 2/3 times a week with the 
teacher using a variety of schemes.

 Shared reading – reading a text with the 
class.

 Comprehension – answering different types
of questions.



Writing

 Modelled - by the teacher.

 Shared – work in pairs or groups.

 Independent writing – first draft and edit.

 Genres – diary entry, instructions, reports 
and an alternative story ending.

 Handwriting – using the correct letter 
formation. Clear, legible and well structured 
writing. Introduction of joined handwriting 
in 2nd term.



Spelling

 High frequency words and phonics.

 Look, say, cover, write and check strategy.

 10 minute lesson every day.

 Spelling and dictation on Friday.

 Parents will be notified through Seesaw if 
their child is making numerous mistakes in 
their test.

 End of half term assessment to 
monitor retention of spellings.



Using Mathematics

 Number

 Measures

 Shape & Space

 Data Handling

 Problem solving

 Targets



Mental Maths

 Strategies

- Counting on

- Counting back

- Re-ordering

- Inverse

- Rounding and adjusting

- Partitioning



Sacrament of Reconciliation

 Evening meeting with parents TBC in the 
Parochial Hall.

 Enrolment Mass TBC.

 Children will learn four prayers and four 
songs.

 Children will wear their full school uniform.

 The Sacrament is held at 1pm on Thursday
4th March.

 Please ensure the school has a copy of your 
child’s Baptism certificate. This does not 
apply to children Baptised in St. Colmcille’s 
Church.



Topics

 Pirates

 Transport

 What a waste

 Celebrations



Activity Based Learning

 Each week pupils will participate in ABL 
related to the current topic.

 A range of tasks will be completed at each 
session.

 Pupils will complete alternate tasks weekly.

 They will have opportunities for Art, Music, 
Drama, Communication, Using Maths and
I.C.T. development.

 They will have opportunities to develop 
their thinking skills, work together, problem 
solve and self manage.



Homework

 A book will be sent out on Friday afternoon 
via Seesaw.

 Daily spellings (Look, say, cover, write and 
check).

 Monday: Numeracy task.

 Tuesday: Mathletics assigned tasks.

 Wednesday: Literacy task.

 Thursday: Grow In Love.

 Reading (Children should read aloud to an 
adult at least 10 – 15 minutes per night).

 Please inform the teacher if your child is 
struggling.



Special Educational Needs

•  St. Joseph’s are proud to be an inclusive school, where all 
children are valued and A child may be placed on the school’s 
SEN register if he/she has significantly greater difficulty in 
learning than most children at the same age or has a disability/ 
medical or physical difficulty/ diagnosis which prevents, hinders 
or disrupts his/her learning.

• If you have any concerns about your child, you should contact 
your child’s class teacher who will discuss the most 
appropriate options for your child.

• A Personal Learning Plan will be created for all children on our
SEN register.



Discipline

 Pupils are expected to follow the class and
school rules.

 There is a more formal procedure for 
continual disruptive behaviour. For 
example, reduced golden time.

 Parental co-operation is essential.

 The rewards for Good Behaviour include: 
Golden time, Dojo points, Citizen of the 
month and prizes.



Safeguarding Team



First Aid Team



Newcomer Support

Mrs Magee is our Newcomer Support 
Teacher.

Her role is to support those pupils in the 
school who have English as an additional 
language.

She is also our Emotional Health and 
Wellbeing Co-ordinator. 

She runs our Relax Kids Programme.

Pieta Award 2026

https://storage.googleapis.com/iclasscrm_files/97/Images/Content/2026/157/ck13-Amber_flag_2026_1.pdf


Illness – school absence
Do not keep your child off 

unnecessarily!

Being tired is not an acceptable 

excuse!

A common head cold does not require 

an absence unless your child has a 

high temp. 

However, follow the guidance if your 

child is genuinely unwell.

Highlights

V&D = 48 hours from the last 

episode

Chicken Pox = at least 5 days from 

rash onset and until all spots have 

crusted over

Head Lice = inform the school and 

treat your child’s hair



Head Lice

It is essential that all parents/carers help to 
eradicate the problem
Notify the school immediately if you find head lice 
in your child’s hair. We will notify all families
Check your child’s hair and treat promptly
Go to the pharmacy and take advice
Regular combing (with conditioner) is the best 
method along with medicated lotions/shampoo
If everyone doesn’t play their part, we won’t 
be lice free.
School will contact parents directly and seek 
advice from the EWO if the problem persists.



Other business

 Please use the School Website, Seesaw and the 
school app for up-to-date information and resources.

 Ensure the office has emergency contact numbers 

(particularly mobile numbers for texting 

purposes).

 School policies are available to parents on request.

 Any issues your first contact is the class teacher. 
Please ring the office, send an email to the school 
account or speak to the teacher to make an 
appointment.

 Please keep us informed if your child has a medical
condition (or if they no longer do).

 Policy on administering medicines – please give 
written permission to the office.



iClassCMS App

Download from 

where you get 

your Apps

Make sure you 

select the 

correct 

St Joseph’s!



Thank you for your 
continued support.

The Primary 3 team.
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