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here are few 

items in the his-

tory of American 

culture that 

carry the same 

iconic weight as 

the cowboy hat. It is the one item of ap-

parel that can be worn in any corner of 

the world and receive immediate recog-

nition. As the old cowboy saying goes, 

'It's the last thing you take off and the 

first thing that is noticed.' 
 

The history of the cowboy hat is not 

that old. Before the invention of the 

cowboy hat, which means before John B. 

Stetson came along, the cowpunchers 

of the plains wore castoffs of previous 

lives and vocations. Everything from 

formal top hats and derbies to leftover 

remnants of the civil War headgear, to 

tams and sailor hats, were worn by men 

moving westward. 
 

Today's cowboy hat has remained basi-

cally unchanged in construction and 

design since the first one was created 

in 1865. As the story goes, John B. Stet-

son and some companions went west to 

seek the benefits of a drier climate. Dur-

ing a hunting trip, Stetson amused his 

friends by showing them how he could 

make cloth out of fur without weaving. 

After creating his 'fur blanket,' Stet-

Son fashioned an enormous hat with a 

huge brim as a joke, but the hat was noted 

to be big enough to protect a man from 

sun, rain, and all the rigors the out-

doors could throw at him. Stetson de-

cided to wear the hat on his hunting trip, 

and it worked so well that he continued 

wearing it on his travels throughout the 

West. In 1865, he began to produce the 

first incarnation of his big hats in num-

ber, and before long, Stetson was con-

sidered the maker of this newfangled 

headwear, the cowboy hat. The original 

Stetson hat sold for five dollars. 
 

Shortly after the turn of the century, 

the cowboy hat, although still in its in-

fancy, nevertheless infused its wearer 

with a singular link to the history of the 

wild and woolly West. Even after the 

wild aspect of the West was somewhat 

tamed, the cowboy hat never really lost 

its ability to lend that reckless and rug-

ged aura to its wearer. 
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Courage is being scared to death - and saddling up anyway. 
-John Wayne 

If you have an event that you would like me to include 
in an upcoming newsletter, email me the information at 

 Devon@RanchAndEstateHomes.com 

• Feb 2, Pomona - Pomona Horse Expo & Club 

Lunch, Contacts: Linda Morris 951-940-0054; 
sindagrandma@earthlink.net 

• Feb 2-3, Del Mar - The Clinton Anderson 
Walkabout Tour 2013, presented by Downun-
der Horsemanship, http://
www.downunderhorsemanship.com 

• Feb 9, Sylmar - Hideaway Lunch Ride, Trail 
Boss: Tiffanie Bailey Contact: Sharon Richard-

son 661-268-0754 srichrd@canyonwave.com 

• Feb 9, Mojave - Moonraker Ranch, Contact: 

Carol Hellyer 661-821-0361 

• Feb 10, Acton - National High Point Awards 
Luncheon, Contact: ETI Office 818-698-6200 

• Feb 10, Santa Rosa - Sweetheart Ride, Wild-
wood Park, Contact: Irving Blank 661-268-

0098 irving@phwsinc.com 

• Feb 16-18, Orange – Camping, Caspers Wil-
derness Park (Bert Bonnett Memorial ride),  

Trail Boss: Becky Borquez 818-262-7764 becky-
wild1@yahoo.com 

• Feb 17, Aliso Canyon - La Cabana Valentine 
Trail, Ride Contact: Val Banks 661-264-4163 

• Feb 17, Acton - National High Point Awards 
Luncheon, Contact: ETI Office 818-698-6200 

• Feb 19-27, Agoura Hills - Straightening the 
Crooked Horse, By Lionheart Ranch, Con-

ducted by renowned authors & trainers, Klaus 
Schoneich & Gabriele Rachen-Schoneich, 

contact Lisa 818-865-0118 

• Feb 23, Trabuco - Month End Ride, 10am 

O'Neill Park, Contact: Terry 949-620-4740 

• Feb 24, Altadena - Cheri Blue Ride, Trail Boss: 
Kathleen Ungamrung/Ivy Murillo Contact: 
Sharon Richardson 661-268-0754 
srichrd@canyonwave.com 

When I’m countin’ blessin’s 
You are always first. 

You’re there with me in good times, 
And right there for the worst. 

You’ve stuck with me through thick & thin 
Along life’s windin’ trail. 

When I describe my love for you  
Well, words can only fail 

For at that fateful moment 
I first gazed into your eyes, 

I felt my soul aflutter, 
Like a thousand butterflies. 

I felt my spirit soarin’ 
As high as any cloud, 

And since we’ve been together, 
I couldn’t be more proud. 

We have our disagreements 
As every couple will, 

Yet, even when our nostrils flare 
We love each other, still, 

And when we fight and squabble, 
You know I can’t stay mad: 

Why, you’re the best darned saddle horse 
A fella ever had. ~ by Bruce Satta 
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When you find yourself in a hole, it’s time to stop digging. 
-Will Rogers 

For a private viewing of any of these homes or to receive a FREE market analysis on your home call Devon at (760) 522-8559 

www.www.RanchAndEstateHomes.comRanchAndEstateHomes.com  

��������    Available Properties  Available Properties  ��������  

Equestrian Estate, Fallbrook - 3.35 Fully Fenced Acres in the Rolling Hills 
area of Fallbrook, 3,261 Sq. Ft., 4 Bed /4.5 Baths, Maids Quarters with 

Kitchenette & Full Bath, 4 Stall Barn, Turn Outs, Tack Room, Feed Room, 

2nd Barn with 2 stalls, 3 large Pastures, Auto Waterers, White PVC Fenc-

ing, Well, 1/5 mile trail around the entire property, main entry gate & 

separate service entrance…………...Offered At $1,150,000 to $1,250,000 

LOT AVAILABLE: 9.38 Acre Lot - Valley Center - All Flat & Usable, Horses Allowed, L Designation, Perfect Property for Horse 
Ranch, Secluded but Close to All, Studded w/ California Coastal Oaks, Stream on Property Line, Permitted 2,620 Sq. Ft.  High 

Steel  Construction Tractor/Equipment Barn, Water Meter, Seller May Carry 1st Deed…………………..Reduced To Sell!! $399,500 

Reduced! $649,000 

Historical Adobe Home Historical Adobe Home Historical Adobe Home ---   Valley CenterValley CenterValley Center   
Documented Historical Home on 3.07 acres (has 2.67 Acre adjacent 

lot sold separately). 3 Bed/3 Bath, 3,286 Sq. Ft. Home has been up-

graded and has a new master suite. So many details make this home 

one of a kind...soaring wood beam ceilings, Saltillo tiles throughout, 

upgraded kitchen & baths, upstairs loft with 3/4 Bath, 3 Car Detached 

Garage and Potential Guest House, Pool/Spa. Horse Facilities include: 

2 turn outs (60 x 80) with automatic waterer & 5000 gallon water tank. 
 

Reduced! Now Offered at $649,000Reduced! Now Offered at $649,000Reduced! Now Offered at $649,000   
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 Most folks are like a barb-wire fence, they have their good points. 
—Unknown 

My business is built on your referrals! I focus 100% of my energy on my clients and in return I       

depend on you to refer your family and friends to me.  If you are genuinely pleased with my ser-
vices, the greatest compliment you can give me is a referral.  Referrals are what determine my suc-

cess ... one home at a time, one friend at a time, one client at a time. I thank you for your trust 
and sincerely hope you will tell your friends, family, neighbors and co-workers about my services.  
If you know someone who is thinking of selling or buying a home, please have them call me at 

760.522.8559  

Thank You For Your Referrals!Thank You For Your Referrals!Thank You For Your Referrals!Thank You For Your Referrals! 

Congress reached a settlement in the “fiscal cliff” 

negotiations and as a result, the Mortgage Forgive-
ness Debt Relief Act has been extended for another 
year. The measure will continue to exempt from 
taxation mortgage debt that is forgiven when 

homeowners and their mortgage lenders negotiate 
a short sale, loan modification (including any princi-

pal reduction) or foreclosure. 

Also under the agreement, so called “Pease Limita-
tions” that reduce the value of itemized deductions 
are permanently repealed for most taxpayers but 

will be reinstituted for high income filers. These limita-
tions will only apply to individuals earning more than 
$250,000 and joint filers earning above $300,000. The 

thresholds have been increased and are indexed for 
inflation so will rise over time. Under the formula, filers 
f=gradually lose the value of their total itemized 

deductions up to a total of a 20% reduction.  

The reinstitution of these limits has far less impact on 
the mortgage interest deduction (MID) than a hard 
dollar deduction cap, percentage deduction cap, 

or reduction of the amount of MID that can be 

claimed.  

Capital gains rates on the sale of principal resi-
dences will remain unchanged and continues to 
exclude the first $250,000 for single taxpayers and 

$500,000 for married couples. 


