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Keeping in livestock can be a real challenge: even
more so with horses. Why? Because they're darn
clever! What you need is a sturdy, durable way to
keep them enclosed. You have three basic options,
or a combination of them: Electric Fencing and Traditional Wood Fencing and Wire fencing. This article will explain the differences and give you an idea
of what's best for your needs
Assess your landscape: is it flat, covered in trees,
full of hills? This will effect what kind of fencing you
use. Assess your budget: you can build a very inexpensive electric fence but it's not going to last 20
years. Assess your skill: Anyone can install electric
fencing, but it takes skill to build a wooden fence.
Horses are hard on their fencing. They will lean on it
to get a nibble at the grass on the other side of the
fence (and yes it IS greener!). They will kick their
feet at the base of it for the same reason. Some
horses will "crib" or chew on anything wooden.
Some horses are escape artists and will just go
over the fence or push it to the ground. With an average weight of about 1,200 lbs, if a horse is determined, not much is going to keep them in!
Electric fencing: this consists of lightweight posts
stuck in the ground (plastic or metal "t-posts), plastic grips, wire (or electric tape) and a unit that will
send periodic jolts of low intensity electricity
through the fence. It's pretty easy to install and can
be made into a variety of shapes and moved easily.
Downside? Anything and I mean ANYTHING that
touches it can ground out the circuit. That means
tree branches, weeds etc. It can be hard to see and
people and animals sometimes walk right into the
fence. Ouch!
Wood fencing: this involved setting posts and then
connecting them with stringers that keep the horse
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in. You need to use very large posts and sink them
deeply with cement. Even then, all it takes is a horse
leaning against it to shift it. These fences, if properly
cared for, will last a long time. They are more attractive and conform to what most people think of as
"ranch" style. Some people use the plastic pvc style
of fencing. I'm not a huge fan, I think they're not as
sturdy and I've seen a small fire reduce them to a
pile of toxic sludge.
The third option is wire fencing: this fencing makes
use of heavy duty, steel fencing that comes in a big
roll. You can get it from 4 to 8 feet tall. You can
stretch it and attach it to t-post or wooden posts. It's
incredibly versatile, lasts nearly forever and is very
effective with horses.
The most effective fencing, in my opinion, is a combination. I prefer to sink large round, pressure
treated posts with cement. Then secure the wire (5'
minimum) on the inside of the posts using heavy
staples or U nails. Why? Because if they push
against it they won't pop it off and they're less likely
to chew or kick the post. Another tip: don't make the
wire go all the way to the ground. It'll make trimming the weeds or lawn on the other side so much
easier. Lastly, mount plastic brackets and string one
line of electric line at the upper portion of the fence.
Now you have a sturdy, durable, fairly inexpensive
fence that the horses won't go near.
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Courage is being scared to death - and saddling up anyway.

April 30 -May 5, Del Mar - Del Mar National HunterJumper Week, Del Mar Arena,
www.delmarnational.com, 858-792-4288 horseshow@sdfair.com
May 11-5, Burbank - Fiesta Charity Horse Show and
Spectacular, presented by Fiesta of the Spanish
Horse, Los Angeles Equestrian Center
May 4, Del Mar - $100,000 Grand Prix of Del Mar,
Arena Complex, www.delmarnational.com 858-7924288 horseshow@sdfair.com
May 4, Huntington Beach - Annual Derby Day Fundraiser, Huntington Park Equestrian Center, Therapeutic Riding Center 714-848-0966, www.trchb.org
May 77-12, Del Mar - Showpark Ranch and Coast
Horse Show, Fairgrounds Horsepark,
www.showpark.com 858-481-9085
May 1616-19, Del Mar - Sun and Surf Quarter Horse
Show, Fairgrounds Horsepark Clay Macloed
858-354-4069
May 1717-19, Temecula – Sherri Gilkerson Memorial
& Big Horse Wine Country Classic, Casner Ranch,
Southern California Reined Cow Horse Association,
www.scrcha.com
May 18, Ramona - C&C Arena's Spring Classic Barrel Race Series, info at www.chadwaldhauser.com
May 18, Acton - Ride for Our Troops, presented by
Hogs for Horses, Charity horseback and motorcycle
ride, Vincent Hill Station 661-547-3630
May 19, San Marcos - Common Ground Horsemanship Clinic, Twin Oaks Valley Equestrian Association,
featuring local professionals: Michelle Parker,
Hunter/Jumper, Robin Bond - Western/Trail, and
Angie Taylor- Dressage, info@keepitequestrian.com
May 2525-26, Del Mar - Showpark County II Horse
Show, Fairgrounds Horsepark, www.showpark.com
858-481-9085
May 2525-27, Pamona – Spring Double Show, Southern California Peruvian Paso Horse Club, Pomona
Fairgrounds SCPPHC.ORG
May 3030-June 2, Del Mar - Showpark June Jamboree
Festival Horse Show, Fairgrounds Horsepark,
www.showpark.com, 858-481-9085

If you have an event that you would like me to include
in an upcoming newsletter, email me the information at

Devon@RanchAndEstateHomes.com

-John Wayne

1. Learning to talk to a horse in its own language is not magic. Anyone
can learn to talk to a horse. Truly, the only thing required is patience,
and the ability to adapt to a language that uses the body far more than
it uses sound. The first, and most important step in learning a horse's
language, is to spend time watching horses interact with one another.
Watch them especially when horses are eating, fighting or when they
are with their foals and/or friends. Pay attention when they groom one
another, and any and all social interaction that takes place between
different members of the herd.
2. Plan on making observations over a long period of time. In fact, lifelong horsepeople will spend as much time as they can each day just
observing horses. People who watch more than speak are true experts.
By watching, observe how the horses talk to one another. Very rarely
does vocalizing take place. The equine, body language and "energy" is
horse communication. When a horse chews and licks its lips, it is relaxed, and its ears will rotate out and relax. Anger is displayed through
tensed lips, pinned ears, narrowed eyes and flattened nostrils. If this is
not enough to get the message across, a snort or a warning kick will be
added. Still not enough? Be prepared for a savage bite and a whirl and
kick out with both hind feet. Contentment is a heavy sigh and a cocked
hind leg. There are as many ways for a horse to display feelings
through its body as there are ways for people to talk with language.
3. Watch and learn from books, tapes, and whatever other media are
available, then put it into practice. Go out into the horse's world and say
hello. How does one say hello to a horse? NOT by patting its nose.
Horses, when they meet in the wild and wish to be friendly, will sniff one
another lightly in greeting, then will rub each other on the neck, down by
the shoulder. This will quickly progress to mutual grooming behind the
withers and along the backbone. Make a proper happy greeting to the
horse by approaching him with a hand out to the horse's neck. Touch
the horse there. If a nose is offered, gently blow into the horse's nostrils.
Pat the horse on the neck and scratch him. He will quickly communicate
where to scratch, so continue to do so.
4. Do not allow a horse to crowd or push to earn respect. Horses are
very physical creatures and demand respect from one another. If a
horse pushes, stab at his flank with stiff fingers to get the horse off.
Squared shoulders and a firm voice make the horse know what is happening. As soon as the horse has listened, immediately back off. Press
and release.
5. Use these steps and begin a wonderful lifelong conversation with
horses. Horses are incredibly subtle
creatures. For example, to calm a
fractious horse, speak softly and
soothingly, caress his neck and shoulder, and concentrate on thinking calming thoughts. Natural energy will communicate itself to the equine, and the
horse will respond. If the trainer is
upset the horse knows it. The energy
of angry feelings is sensed and acted
on by the horse. Never underestimate
the sensitivity of these creatures.

HI!

When you find yourself in a hole, it’s time to stop digging.
-Will Rogers
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Designated for Training or Vet Care

Amazing Opportunity to own a Fabulous Turn Key Horse Training or Veterinary Care Facility in North
San Diego County. Beautiful setting with manicured grounds. Comfortable & cozy home with gated entry.
Property features a regulation dressage arena, a schooling arena, 9 stall Barn with room to add additional
stalls with a 16' breezeway, Fully covered gable style with rain gutters and down spouts, tack room, hay barn
with shop all under a single roof. Shop has a 20' sliding door & upstairs office w/ full bath. Approximately 1/4
mile jogging track, Grass turn outs. Ranch has automatic watering systems, Trailer parking area, Fully fenced
& gated. All roads designed for easy in & out of large trucks / delivery vehicles. Also designed for ease of use
by vets/ ferriers, etc. Lighting, electricity, water available at stalls. Extra living area for ranch foreman. Customized drainage system. Lighted loading and unloading area for any type of horse trailer.

Offered at $799,999
 Available Properties 
Equestrian Estate, Fallbrook - 3.35 Fully Fenced Acres in the Rolling Hills
area of Fallbrook, 3,261 Sq. Ft., 4 Bed /4.5 Baths, Maids Quarters with
Kitchenette & Full Bath, 4 Stall Barn, Turn Outs, Tack Room, Feed Room,
2nd Barn with 2 stalls, 3 large Pastures, Auto Waterers, White PVC Fencing, Well, 1/5 mile trail around the entire property, main entry gate &
separate service entrance……………….Reduced! Offered At $1,145,000
Hacienda With Equestrian Business Allowed, Bonsall - 5.82 Privately
Gated Acres, 4,960 Sq. Ft. Home, 6 Bed /4.5 Baths, all MD barns match
(total 14 shedrow stalls), 1 grass pasture, wash racks, 1,913 sq ft MD storage barn & 3,034 sq ft MD utility building with office, separate
trainer/ranch hand quarters. Includes .23 ac lot for total of 6.05 acres.
Room for arena & paddocks……………………………Offered At $789,500

Historical Adobe Home & Prime Equestrian Lot, Valley Center - 3 Bed / 3
Bath, 3,286 Sq. Ft. on, 5.74 Fenced Acres, Upgraded Home, Detached
structure Can Be Converted to Guest Quarters, Horse Facilities: 4 stall
Barn, feed storage, tack room, fly system, 600 ft. well, arena w/ Vinyl
fencing, round pen, 4 corrals w/ shed covers & automatic waters, grain
hopper, turn-out pasture w/ v-mesh.…………….…….Offered at $779,900

Sleeping Indian Horse Property - 1.53 Acres, Highly Upgraded 2,804 Sq.
Ft. Home, 3 Bed + Optional / 3 Baths, Many Designer Touches Throughout, Gourmet Kitchen, Horse Facilities Include: Arena with Irrigation and
Priefert P Diamond fencing (100 x 60), 4 Stall Priefert Barn (built 2012), 2
Corrals (24 x 100), Wash Rack, Renovated Irrigation System with new
Valves and Timers………………………………………….Offered At $679,500

 Lots & Land 
9.38 Acre Lot - Valley Center - All Flat & Usable Land, Horses Allowed, L
Designation, the Perfect Property for that Horse Ranch You’ve Always
Wanted, Secluded but Close to All, Studded with California Coastal
Oak Trees, Stream on Property Line, Permitted 2,620 Sq. Ft. High Steel
Construction Tractor/Equipment Barn, Water Meter, Seller May Carry 1st
Trust Deed………………………………...….……..Reduced To Sell!! $399,500
For a private viewing of any of these homes or to receive a FREE market analysis on your home call Devon at (760) 522-8559
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Devon@RanchAndEstateHomes.com
www.RanchAndEstateHomes.com
Cell: (760) 522-8559
DRE #01047285

My business is built on your referrals! I focus 100% of my energy on my clients and in return I
depend on you to refer your family and friends to me. If you are genuinely pleased with my
services, the greatest compliment you can give me is a referral. Referrals are what determine my
success...one home at a time, one friend at a time, one client at a time. I thank you for your trust
and sincerely hope you will tell your friends, family, neighbors and co-workers about my services.
If you know someone who is thinking of selling or buying a home, please have them call me at:
760.522.8559

Thank You For Your Referrals!

Most folks are like a barb-wire fence, they have their good points.
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For homeowners who want to reduce their environmental footprint, here
are a few tips to increase home value and save money at the same time:
Seal gaps around doors and windows with caulking and weatherstripping to save energy.
• Make sure the attic is properly insulated to help stabilize the indoor
temperature.
• Install low-flow sink faucets, shower heads and toilets to save water.
• Maintain the sprinkler system to reduce water waste from leaky unadjusted spigots.
• Use low VOC paints, carpets, and natural cleansers to improve indoor
air quality.
By making these simple upgrades, collectively homeowners can have a
positive impact on the environment; according to the Environmental Protection Agency, when factoring in electricity use, residential and commercial buildings emitted 35 percent of all greenhouse gases in the U.S in
2011. That's more than cars and trucks, which emitted 28 percent. Homes
also use a tremendous amount of water; according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, residential homes use 29.40 billion gallons of water per day. By completing "green" upgrades, homeowners can reduce the
amount of water and electricity (and associated greenhouse gases) required to run their home.

•

—Unknown

Homeowners can also save money on their water, electricity and gas bills.
According to Energy.gov, the typical U.S. family spends at least $2,000 a
year on home utility bills. By taking measures to increase energy efficiency and reduce water waste, homeowners can reduce these costs significantly. Homes with green certifications such as GreenPoint, EarthCraft,
ENERGY STAR®, or LEED have the potential to use 20-30 percent less
energy and water than homes built using conventional standards.
Eco-friendly upgrades can also increase the value of a home. A recent
study by UCLA and Maastricht University, found that homes in California
with a green certification label sell for an average of 9 percent more than
comparable homes without a certification. The Earth Advantage Institute
found similar results in Portland and Seattle.
To help homeowners pay for these upgrades, there are a variety of city,
county, state and utility rebates,
as well as some federal and state
tax credits and loan options available. More information on various
incentives available in each state
can be found in the Database of
State Incentives for Renewables
& Efficiency, or DSIRE.
Source: Redfin

