
 
House Styles: 

Bungalow 
These narrow, rectangular one and one-half story houses originated in California during 
the 1880s as a reaction to the elaborate decoration of Victorian homes. The style then 
moved eastward to the Midwest in the early 20th century, where it remained popular until 
the Great Depression. Bungalows have low-pitched gabled or hipped roofs and small 
covered porches at the entry. The style became so popular that you could order a 
bungalow kit from Sears and Roebuck catalog. The name "bungalow" had its origins in 
India, where it indicated a small, thatched home. 

• Colonial  
• America's colonial period encompassed a number of housing types and styles. For 

more information about Colonial styles, see Cape Cod, Saltbox, Georgian, and 
Dutch Colonial. However, when we speak of the Colonial style, we often are 
referring to a rectangular, symmetrical home with bedrooms on the second floor. 
The double-hung windows usually have many small, equally sized square panes. 

• During the late 1800s and throughout the 20th century, builders borrowed 
Colonial ideas to create refined Colonial Revival homes with elegant central 
hallways and elaborate cornices. Unlike the original Colonials, Colonial Revival 
homes are often sided in white clapboard and trimmed with black or green 
shutters. 

• Contemporary 

You know them by their odd-sized and often tall windows, their lack of 
ornamentation, and their unusual mixtures of wall materials--stone, brick, and wood, 
for instance. Architects designed Contemporary-style homes (in the Modern family) 
between 1950 and 1970, and created two versions: the flat-roof and gabled types. The 
latter is often characterized by exposed beams. Both breeds tend to be one-story tall 
and were designed to incorporate the surrounding landscape into their overall look 

• English Influence  
o  
o Tudor ;  
o This architecture style was popular in the 1920s and 1930s and continues 

to be a mainstay in suburbs across the United States. The defining 
characteristics are half-timbering on bay windows and upper floors, and 
facades that are dominated by one or more steeply pitched cross gables. 
Patterned brick or stone walls are common, as are rounded doorways, 



multi-paned casement windows, and large stone chimneys. A subtype of 
the Tudor Revival style is the Cotswold Cottage. With a sloping roof and a 
massive chimney at the front, a Cotswold Cottage may remind you of a 
picturesque storybook home. 

• Ranch 
• Sometimes called the California ranch style, this home in the Modern family, 

originated there in 1930s. It emerged as one of the most popular American styles 
in the 1950s and 60s, when the automobile had replaced early 20th-century forms 
of transportation, such as streetcars. 

• Now mobile homebuyers could move to the suburbs into bigger homes on bigger 
lots. The style takes its cues from Spanish Colonial and Prairie and Craftsman 
homes, and is characterized by its one-story, pitched-roof construction, built-in 
garage, wood or brick exterior walls, sliding and picture windows, and sliding 
doors leading to patios. 

• Split Level 
• A Modern style that architects created to sequester certain living activities--such 

as sleeping or socializing--split levels offered an multilevel alternative to the 
ubiquitous style in the 1950s. The nether parts of a typical design were devoted to 
a garage and TV room; the midlevel, which usually jutted out from the two-story 
section, offered "quieter" quarters, such as the living and dining rooms; and the 
area above the garage was designed for bedrooms. 

• Found mostly in the East and Midwest, split-levels, like their Ranch counterparts, 
were constructed with various building materials. 

• Townhouse  

Townhouses gained popularity in the United States more than a century ago in urban 
areas where open land was sparse. But modern variations are sprouting today in cities and 
suburbs, proving that it's not just a lack of land that's driving their wide buyer appeal. 

Exactly what is a townhouse? Built side-by-side and connected by common walls, 
townhouses are usually two or more stories tall. Owners typically share the cost of 
maintaining common areas, but hold title to the land beneath their unit. 

In its 19th-century heyday, before apartment living became stylish, the townhouse was 
the norm for middle- and upper-class urban residents who wanted to live in a single-
family home, says Kevin D. Murphy, an author and architectural historian. 

However, the style was around long before. The roots of the townhouse go back to 
classical Greece and ancient Rome, where deep houses with narrow facades were built in 
places like Pompeii, Murphy says. In the United States, townhouse-like structures were 
found in early settlements, including in Jamestown, Va., he adds. 

  



Townhouse Terms You Should Know 

Although all townhouses share certain qualities, there are some important distinctions 
among them, Murphy writes in his book The American Townhouse (Harry N. Abrams 
Inc., 2005). When speaking with customers about various styles of townhouses, use these 
terms: 

• Townhouse. The umbrella term for an urban house, whether freestanding or 
attached. Can be found in cities nationwide, from San Francisco to Boston. 

• Rowhouse. An attached home built in cookie-cutter fashion as part of a line-up of 
identical units, often found in less exclusive neighborhoods. 

• Brownstone. A house clad in brown sandstone. Fine examples were built 
throughout Brooklyn after the Civil War. 

• Greystone. A house built of masonry that may have originated in Chicago after 
the Great Fire of 1871 when light-colored limestone gained favor, says Murphy. 

 

 


