
EASTER SEALS THEN 

In 1907, Ohio-businessman Edgar Allen lost his son in a street-

car accident. The lack of adequate medical services availa-

ble to save his son prompted Allen to sell his business and 

begin a fund-raising campaign to build a hospital in his 

hometown of Elyria, Ohio.  

 

Through this new hospital, Allen was surprised to learn that 

children with disabilities were often hidden from public view. 

Inspired by this discovery, in 1919 Allen founded what be-

came known as the National Society for Crippled Children, 

the first organization of its kind.  

 

In the spring of 1934, the organization launched its first Easter 

"seals" campaign to raise money for its services. To show their 

support, donors placed the seals on envelopes and letters. 

The lily -- a symbol of spring -- was officially incorporated as 

Easter Seals' logo in 1952 for its association with resurrection 

and new life and has appeared on each seal since.  

EASTER SEALS TODAY 

Easter Seals is the leading non-profit provider of services for 

individuals with autism, developmental disabilities, physical 

and mental disabilities, and other special needs. Easter Seals 

offers help, hope and answers to more than a million children 

and  adults living with autism and other disabilities or special 

needs and their families each year. Services and support are 

provided through a network of more than 550 sites in the U.S., 

Canada, Australia and Mexico.  

 

Each center provides exceptional services that are individual-

ized, innovative, family-focused and tailored to meet specific 

needs of the particular community served through programs 

focused on children, employment, adults and seniors.  

CELEBRATING THREE DECADES OF CARING 

For over 35 Years, the CENTURY 21® System has been a proud philanthropic 
partner of Easter Seals.  

THE BROKERS, AGENTS and EMPLOYEES of CENTURY 21 have worked together to raise over $100 Million in support of 
Easter Seals mission: to offer help & hope to children and adults living with disabilities, and the families who 
love them.  



As one of Easter Seals single largest corporate sponsors, 

the CENTURY 21 System is proud of the long-standing 

relationship we have with Easter Seals. We are commit-

ted to continuing our philanthropic work with Easter 

Seals to help people with disabilities meet life’s chal-

lenges and achieve their personal goals.  

The CENTURY 21 System & EASTER SEALS   

CENTURY 21® Offices throughout North America are 

involved locally with Easter Seals affiliates. Agents have 

personally met many of the children and adults they 

have helped support over the years at Easter Seals 

more than 550 facilities.  

 

Some of the initiatives the CENTURY 21 System is in-

volved in include:  

 

Walk With Me – CENTURY 21 walkers have raised $2 Mil-

lion by participating in fund raising and community 

building events to support the Easter Seals mission 

 

Closing Gifts for Kids – CENTURY 21 agents can elect to 

automatically donate a portion of each real estate 

transaction commission to Easter Seals 

 

Special Events– CENTURY 21 brokers and agents work 

together with Easter Seals affiliates to develop events 

involving the community throughout the year. Popular 

initiatives include golf tournaments, car raffles, auc-

tions, comedy and casino nights, sports tournaments 

and dozens more. These events create team-building 

and neighborhood engagement opportunities for the 

CENTURY 21 System to give back to the community.  

Visit www.easterseals.com to 

learn more 

Find your Local CENTURY 21 office at  

www.century21.com 

Number One Fund Raiser, CENTURY 21 Town & Country, Utica Michigan, represented by Broker/

Owner John Kersten (center), receives the 2010 Easter Seals Award from Easter Seals president Jim 

Williams (left) and CENTURY 21 President, Rick Davidson (right).  


