MELISSA WOODCOCK
Before Melissa Woodcock became a
broker, she was working in a law firm
as a real estate paralegal. “I did that
for ten years,” she says, “I helped the
attorneys represent buyers, sellers, and
lenders. By the time I was 30 I had a
really solid background in closings
and real estate law.” Later, Melissa
found she had a knack for sales while
working for a laser eye surgery company. Combined with her love of going to open houses, Melissa
realized she might enjoy a career in real estate. It’s been eleven
years since Melissa became a real estate broker and she hasn’t
looked back since. She is now the owner and broker of Staged
Nest Real Estate in New York state.
Melissa works with one other Realtor on her team. “She’s really
great, she’s dynamic and a lot like me. We’re a good fit,” she
says. Melissa serves the Capital Region of New York, which
includes Albany, Saratoga, Schenectady, and Rensselaer Counties. “I will go into Columbia or other counties if I need to,”
says Melissa.
Melissa’s excellent service to her clients has resulted in a high
percentage of return customers. “I’ve found that if I treat my
clients like family and do a really great job they’re going to
refer me to their friends and family.” Melissa stays visible to
clients through her social media presence, but also through
sending out personal letters, post cards, and phone calls. “I like
to keep in touch with past clients,” she says, “For example, if
they’ve had a baby I’ll send them a gift, that kind of thing.”
What sets Melissa apart from her peers is her friendly approach
to business. “I never pressure my clients into making a decision
quickly. I have a lot of patience and tenacity and will always
go above and beyond for them,” she says. Melissa’s nurturing
temperament has served her well in both business and in her
relationships with clients.
Melissa is known for her expertise in staging a property. “Staging is my thing,” she says. “I opened my business with the
concept that I would offer complimentary staging if my client
wanted it.” Melissa will spend weeks if necessary with a client
helping them properly stage their home. “If a client needs a
new look I have an inventory of pieces that I will lend to them,”
she says. “Home staging is the art of styling a house to sell
quickly and for top dollar. I help clients rearrange and remove
furniture and accessories that they already have to make their
property more appealing to more buyers.” Providing excellent

photography services is an essential practice for Melissa. “I hire
a professional photographer for all my listings. He’s a lot like
me, we’re both very artistic,” Melissa says of her go-to photographer. It’s this attention to detail that allows Melissa and her
clients to have a successful selling process.
Melissa loves working in the real estate industry, believing that
she found a career that truly allows her to showcase her skills
as a creative business person. Melissa’s favorite part about the
business is helping her clients to achieve their goals and dreams.
“Whether I’m helping a client sell their house that they couldn’t
sell for years, or helping a client buy their first home, it’s so
gratifying to be able to help with the process,” says Melissa.
When she’s not working, Melissa loves to practice yoga. She
is also a certified yoga instructor and loves teaching classes.
“I’ve donated classes to those who wouldn’t otherwise be
able to afford one,” she says. In her spare time Melissa enjoys
spending time with her son, gardening, and occasionally horseback riding.
In the future, Melissa looks forward to her company’s continued success. “I’m excited to find a balance between boutique-y
and niche, while allowing for my company to expand,” she
says. The enthusiasm Melissa has for the real estate business
has allowed her to thrive as a top agent.
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