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LOCAL FOCAL

Wade and Pat Ward

Baldwin Heritage
SPONSORED BY KIM WARD REALTY

As the grand-niece of George C. Meyer who fell in love with Gulf Shores
in the 1920’s, I am proud to carry on his legacy and continue our family

tradition with local knowledge and over 15 years of real estate experience.

Call Kim Ward today for your personal tour of “Pleasure Island”

25637 Canal Road, Suite M • Orange Beach, AL 36531
(251)979-7101 • kimward@kimwardrealty.com

Real estate developer George 
C. Meyer saw potential in Gulf  
Shores when many considered 
the land to be unusable. His con-
cept for expansion was designed 
to bolster residents, visitors and 
local businesses. Gulf  Shores 
has now become one of  the most 
popular vacation destinations in 
the United States.

Meyer unexpectedly crafted 
his real estate career while liv-
ing in Minnesota. He bought a 
piece of  property at auction that 
Ford Motor Co. later needed for 
plant expansion. Meyer made a 
substantial profit on the modest 
investment, which inspired his 
interest in real estate.

Meyer frequently traveled to 
Miami to visit an acquaintance 
who had begun developing 
Miami Beach. In search of  a 
similar beach to begin a career 
in real estate, he traveled west 
from Miami and explored every 
beach until he landed in an area 
he named Gulf  Shores and knew 
“This is it.”

Meyer visited Florida during 
winter months playing profes-
sional tennis. By the summer 

season, he saved enough money 
to return to Gulf  Shores and 
market the land he owned. He 
traded land so people would 
come to the area and build, 
which resulted in the tiny beach 
houses that lined the gulf’s 
shores. Meyer had no desire to 
build houses on the beach, but 
he could not compete with large 
scale developments in south 
Florida. Meyer’s persistence 
paid off  when he sold a piece of  
land six years later.

Having witnessed the rapid 
expansion of  Miami, Meyer un-
derstood what was necessary to 
develop a successful beach town. 
He determined the streets should 
be unusually wide, increasing the 
width from the standard 50 feet 
per street to 80 feet to accommo-
date future growth. Meyer was a 
visionary with plans for signifi-
cant development. 

“You can’t make a person go 
to church, but you don’t want to 
live in a place where there is no 
church,” Meyer said.

He donated 13 pieces of  prop-
erty to local churches, land for 
the Alabama Gulf  State Park, 

schools, the college, chamber 
of  commerce, the first public 
beach he named “public bathing 
beach” and two parks, Johnny 
Simms Park (named after the 
city’s first mayor) and George C. 
Meyer Park.

Meyer passed away in 1959. 

His legacy continued when 
Meyer Real Estate was es-
tablished in 1967 by Claude 
O’Connor and Wade Ward, 
Meyer’s nephew. As registered 
real estate brokers they were 
dedicated to maintain high 
standards of  development while 

playing prominent roles in the 
Gulf  Shores community, which 
exemplified the spirit of  Meyer 
Real Estate. Donations from the 
George C. Meyer Foundation 
continue to provide community 
infrastructure that are vital to 
the city of  Gulf  Shores.

George C. Meyer 
Pioneers Paradise 

Every week, we’ll be bringing you brief  question and answer sessions from Baldwin 
County residents just like you, as we remember and celebrate our county’s past, present 
and future.  

What is one of your favorite memories of Gulf Shores? 
PW: Rearing my children in a small town and having beach access all the time. We had 

a love affair with the beach. I loved seeing my children have so much fun enjoying the 
beach to themselves, and all of them still do love the beach. 

How have you seen Gulf Shores change in the past 10 or 20 years? 
WW: You have to realize to have conveniences, you have to have a volume of people. 

That’s the hardest part to digest. You like it calm and quiet. It’s sort of a sacrifice you 
make to have these things.  

Where do you see Gulf Shores headed in the next 10 or 20 years?  
WW: Everybody wants to keep that old hometown atmosphere and it’s hard to do. We 

were no different in 1960 than Mayberry and we had something starting back then we 
didn’t even know was starting. We are tri-cities: Foley, Gulf Shores and Orange Beach. 
You have to put these three together and it gets people’s attention.


