Home Buyer Guide
YOUR 2019 GUIDE TO PURCHASING REAL ESTATE IN NW MONTANA

CARMENHOBSON.COM

THE

SEARCH
Whether you are a first-time homebuyer or a seasoned real estate
investor, having the right Realtor/Broker in your corner ensures you
have access to new listings the day they come on the market and a
valuable resource to explain the local real estate market conditions.
Carmen’s commitment to your success means you don’t have to worry
about taking unnecessary risks or missing out on valuable
opportunities.
Carmen provides buyers with decades of expertise, accurate market
and property information, quick access to properties and the highest
level of service and privacy. Contact her today to begin your custom
Montana property search.
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MEET

CARMEN HOBSON
Owner/broker of Touchstone Real Estate in Whitefish, MT, Carmen is a full-time Broker who
provides an exceptional level of service to her clients. She is warm and approachable, and her
conversational style will make you feel at ease right away. In today’s climate of “cold
business”, Carmen is a welcome change. She not only becomes a trusted advisor and friend
to her clients, but sincerely cares about the outcome of their real estate ventures.
Carmen moved to the Flathead Valley in 2007, beginning her real estate career in 2008. With
an extensive background in sales, Carmen quickly rose to become one of the top producing
agents in her original broker. She was the number one sales agent several years running and
remains a top producing agent today.
O w n e r / B r o k e r o f To u c h s t o n e R e a l E s t a t e

406.871.8760

In 2012, Carmen earned the distinction of "Flathead's Best Realtor" through a public opinion

carmen@carmenhobson.com

poll administered by the Daily InterLake newspaper and in 2014 she earned a spot in the top
three. This is quite an accomplishment, as the Flathead boasts over 600 agents from which to
choose. From 2015-2019, Carmen has been a featured agent on HGTV’s “Living Big Sky”
series, which highlights the Montana lifestyle and real estate.
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CHOOSING YOUR

REALTOR
Carmen lives the lifestyle so many are moving to Montana for. She enjoys a
multitude of outdoor activities and you can often find her on the pristine lakes
and rivers that abound, snowboarding down the sparkling ski slopes, hiking vast
ridge-lines, biking around the local farmers’ markets, or riding astride on some
back woods trail. Because she immerses herself in the culture of northwest
Montana, she truly understands your needs, and is ardent about listening to
your priorities regarding your real estate goals. This ensures she is working
towards satisfying your requirements, guiding your transaction to a successful
close. Carmen is also a designated Realtor, achieving the highest industry
standard with her business practices. Whether you’re relocating to the Flathead
Valley, looking to purchase a vacation property, or already call this dream
location home and are looking to sell or buy real estate, Carmen’s goal is to
make your experience easy and enjoyable.

w w w. c a r m e n h o b s o n . c o m

SECURE

FINANCING
Your mortgage can be one of the largest and most
meaningful financial transactions of your life.
Understanding your budget, credit score, mortgage options,
saving a down payment and obtaining pre-approval are the
keys to closing on your new property!
DO I KNOW MY CREDIT SCORE?
DO I HAVE LENDER PRE-APPROVAL?
DO I HAVE A DOWN PAYMENT?
Carmen can refer you to experienced, local loan officers
who best suits your needs.
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UNDERSTANDING THE

MARKET

You can better maximize on your investment by knowing current real estate
market conditions in the communities you are seeking to invest in. Carmen’s
Market Insights provide valuable information about the number of sales,
gross sales volume, average and median price as well as average days on
market for real estate sold in NW Montana in 2018, 2017 & 2016.

Gross Sales | Days On Market | Average Price | Median Price

Download Your Free Copy At
www.carmenhobson.com/intellectual-media

BUDGET &

GOALS
BUDGET
MINIMUM BUDGET

PREFERRED PROPERTY TYPE
Select all that apply

, MAXIMUM BUDGET

PROPERTY FEATURES

SINGLE-FAMILY

# OF BEDS

CONDO

# OF BATHS

TOWNHOUSE

GARAGE PREFFERED

FARM/RANCH

# OF ACRES

MULTI-PLEX

WOODSTOVE

WATERFRONT

HOME OFFICE

SKI

FENCED

LIFE

GOALS
We are all in different stages of life and have unique goals. Helping me
understand where you are at and what your future goals are helps me secure the
best property to meet your needs and future.
What is the primary purpose of your future property? (primary residence,
vacation home, investment property, etc.)

.
Do any household members have special requirements? (wheel chair
accessible, single level living etc.)

.
Additional needs, wants and/or requirements?

.

CONDUCTING

YOUR SEARCH
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BE THE FIRST TO KNOW
Your VIP profile at carmenhobson.com will allow you to save your search parameters and favorite listings. You will be the first to
know when a property match arises, as it will be sent to your email automatically the moment it becomes available.

EXCLUSIVE ACCESS
Some properties are sold hours or even days before they are listed on MLS. Carmen may be able to arrange for you to
have early access to these exclusive opportunities once you have successfully signed a buyer/broker agreement with
her.

VIEWING

HOMES
SHOWINGS

Carmen will schedule walk-through tours of
properties that match your search criteria
and align with your schedule. You will also
be able to view property photos, videos
and VR tours at carmenhobson.com, 24/7.
Determine The Best
Time For Viewing

Carmen Arranges
Your Showings
Walk-Through
Incredible Homes!

Contact Carmen

SUBMITTING YOUR

OFFER
Real estate law varies from state-to-state, which is why it is crucial to
have an experienced Broker who will protect your interests. As your
Broker, Carmen will thoroughly investigate and communicate all
contingencies, inclusions, disclosures, important dates, subjects and
conditions. This communication is critical in facilitating smooth closings
for Carmen’s clients.

“Carmen always makes you the priority. She is very objective in her
opinions of the homes you see and only has your interest in mind. She
wants the home you buy to be perfect for you! She has immense
knowledge of the area and is a real estate expert.”
- Kristin Marrott, Whitefish, MT

NEGOTIATING
Many variables go into determining the fair market value of a home and
whether the property is a good value for its asking price or for your budget.
Having a seasoned negotiator will help ensure all key factors and
requirements are met for your successful purchase.
PREPARE TO NEGOTIATE
Know your budget and requirements.
ANTICIPATE MULTIPLE OFFERS
When inventory is scarce in high-demand areas we often times see multiple
offers submitted and offers above asking price. In this competitive market it is
important to strategically submit an offer that reflects your best interests.
SELLER RESPONSES
1. Offer Accepted
2. Counter Offer
3. Offer Rejected

If the offer is not accepted, then negotiations continue in
your best interest.

CONTINGENCIES &

INSPECTION

Once your home is under contract, contingencies for acceptable inspection, financing,
appraisal, title and insurance begin. Carmen will guide you through these items, as it can often
be daunting and confusing, especially to first time buyers and those who only occasionally
purchase real estate. Her goal is to make certain you fully understand the processes and
timelines, and are comfortable with your decisions. Again, communication is key, and
Carmen’s guiding hand is there to assist you.

“Carmen was wonderful to work with in the land buying process. She has extensive
knowledge of the area and the laws. She stays current with changes to local codes and
laws, which was extremely beneficial when we had to determine if the lot's septic approval
was still good with the county. She made it easy for us to determine what areas were a match
for us and which were not.” - Cara Owens, Whitefish, MT
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CLOSING DAY!
This is the day you take legal possession of your new
home! This typically takes place 4-6 weeks from the date
the offer was accepted.
Once your mortgage is secure, the final documents are
signed, and recorded with the county by the title
company, closing is officially complete. You are now a
new property owner!
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WELCOME TO YOUR
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CARMENHOBSON.COM | (c) 406.871.8760 | (e) CARMEN@CARMENHOBSON.COM
Carmen Hobson, Touchstone Real Estate fully supports the principles of the fair house act and the equal opportunity act. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intent to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We will happily to work with them and cooperate fully.

