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How does Fix It! Grammar work?

Five EASY Steps

Learn It!
Read It!
Mark [t!
Fix It!
Rewrite |t!
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Week 1
Learn It!

Every word belongs to a word group—a part of speech. There are eight
parts of speech: noun, pronoun, verb, preposition, conjunction, adjective,
adverb, interjection.

The first part of speech that you will learn is the noun.

For more information
about nouns, see
page G-5.

Noun
A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea.

To determine if a word is a noun, test it:

Noun Tests:
the

Can an article adjective (a, an, the) come before it?
Is it countable?

Read the sentence and look for the words that name
people, places, things, and ideas.

Write n above each noun as shown below.
n n n

Capitalization
Capitalize the first word of a sentence.

Place three short lines below letters that should be capitalized.

End Marks
Use a period at the end of a statement.

Use a question mark at the end of a question.

Place a period or question mark at the end of each sentence.

For more information
about indentation, see
page G-31.
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In fiction (stories),
there are four
reasons to start

Indentation QEEDEEEEELE
. . . new speaker,

Notice that some sentences are indented. An indented sentence means §at  new topic,

the sentence begins a new paragraph. new place,

new time.
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Parts of Speech Fix It!

Every word belongs to a word group—a part of speech. There are eight parts of speech.
Many words can be used as different parts of speech. However, a word will only perform G I O S S a ry

one part of speech at a time. (Light is a verb in The fireworks light the sky. Light is a noun

in We need more light. Light is an adjective in It is a light load.)

One must look at how words are used in a sentence to determine their parts of speech.
To see how these parts of speech are used as IEW dress-ups and sentence openers, see the
Stylistic Techniques section beginning on page G-37.

Noun

A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea.

To determine if a word is a noun, ask if an article adjective (a, an, the)

N e Noun Tests:
comes before it or if it is countable. the
A common noun names a general person, place, or thing. It is not capitalized. two

A proper noun names a specific person, place, or thing. It is capitalized.
The king is a common noun, but King James is a proper noun.
A beagle is a common noun, but the name of my pet beagle Benji is a proper noun.

A compound noun is two or more words combined to form a single noun. They can be
written three different ways. To spell compound words correctly, consult a dictionary.

separate words fairy tale; Robin Hood; ice cream
hyphenated words merry-go-round; son-in-law; seventy-two
one word grandmother; railroad; moonlight

Fix It! Grammar Glossary G-5




Additional Concepts

Indentation

In copy work, indent by doing two things: 1) start on the next line, and 2) start writing % inch
from the left margin.

To mark indentation, add the q symbol or an arrow (<) in front of each sentence that should
start a new paragraph.

In fiction (stories), there are four reasons to start a new paragraph.

New Speaker

Start a new paragraph when a new character speaks. Include the attribution with the
quotation.

She cried loudly, “Thieves!”

If a narrative sentence sets up the quotation, it should go in the same paragraph as the
quoted sentence.

The stranger came right to the point. “It is cowardly to stand there with a lethal arrow
aimed at my heart.”

If a narrative follows a quotation in a separate sentence but points directly
back to the quotation, it can also go in the same paragraph.

“It is cowardly to stand there with a lethal arrow aimed at my heart.” The stranger did
not mince words.

New Topic
Start a new paragraph when the narrator or a character switches topic or focus.

New Place

Start a new paragraph when the story switches to a new location. If several switches are
made in quick succession, such as a character’s journey to find something, it may be less
choppy to keep in one paragraph.

New Time

Start a new paragraph when the time changes unless there are several time shifts in close
succession that make sense together in a single paragraph.

Fix It! Grammar Glossary

The paragraph mark
(9) is called a pilcrow.
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Week 1
Learn It!

Every word belongs to a word group—a part of speech. There are eight
parts of speech: noun, pronoun, verb, preposition, conjunction, adjective,
adverb, interjection.

The first part of speech that you will learn is the noun.

Noun

A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea. Speech

To determine if a word is a noun, test it: Noun

Definition:
Anoun names a

person, place, thing,
oridea.

Can an article adjective (a, an, the) come before it?
Is it countable?

Read the sentence and look for the words that name

people, places, things, and ideas. Tests:

Write n above each noun as shown below.
n n n

Capitalization
Capitalize the first word of a sentence.

Place three short lines below letters that should be capitalized.

End Marks
Use a period at the end of a statement.

Use a question mark at the end of a question.

Place a period or question mark at the end of each sentence.
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Indentation

Notice that some sentences are indented. An indented sentence means that
the sentence begins a new paragraph.
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Level 1: Nose Tree

Mark It! Fix It! Day 1
did you ever hear the story of the three 2 nouns () 1 capital ° Engage StUdentS 3
poor soldiers 1 end mark

 Lead to discover errors.
 Fix errors.

poor

lacking sufficient money VOCa b u Ia ry Wlth | Nn COo nteXt
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: Read It!
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Capitalization Did first word of the sentence
End Marks Use a question mark at the end of a question.

Did you ever hear the story of the three poor soldiers?
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<) Level 1: Nose Tree

Mark It! Fix It! Day 1
1 vocabulary 2 nouns (n) 1 capital ° Engage StUdentS
e merk « Lead to discover errors.

 Fix errors.

poor
lacking sufficient money
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Write sentence, Mark It! and Fix It! on board.
Level 1: Nose Tree

Read It! Day 1
[ ]

did you ever hear the story of the three 2 nouns (n) 1 capital Engage StUdentS .
poor soldiers 1 end mar| H
o  Lead to discover errors.
poor » Fix errors.

lacking sufficient money

Teacher
: Mark I[t!
: Fix It!
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Capitalization  Did first word of the sentence 2 ’ \
End Marks Use a question mark at the end of a question.

Did you ever hear the story of the three poor soldiers?
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. S T s Level 1: Nose Tree

1 vocabulary \/ 2 nouns (n) \/1 capital ° E ngage StUdentS .
e merk « Lead to discover errors.
poor * Fix errors.

lacking sufficient money

Independently
éiid you ever hear the st(r)]ry of the three
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Level 1: Nose Tree
 Engage students.
 Lead to discover errors.
 Fix errors.

« Write sentence on the board.

* Mark It! and Fix It! together.
Fix It!
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Week 1
Read It! Mark It! Fix It! Day 1

u
1 vocabulary 2 nouns (n) 1 capital Rew r I te I t '
1 end mark
u

poor
lacking sufficient money

n .
did you ever hear the story of the three P oVl d es

v" immediate practice and

reinforcement
* handwritten intentionally
* Dbrain-hand connection
» Slow down and think!

n
poor soldiers ?

ewrite It!

— — Did you ever hear the story of the —

One sentence per day!
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Week 1

Read It! Mark It! Fix It! Day 1
did you ever hear the story of the three 2 nouns (n) 1 capital

poor soldiers 1 end mark

poor

lacking sufficient money
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" Rewrite [t!
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Capitalization Did first word of the sentence

End Marks Use a questi

Did you ever hear the story of the three poor soldiers?
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The Daily Fix It! Process

v" Read the sentence. o ol

v Define the bold vocabulary word.
v Mark and fix the sentence. O

1 vocabulary 4nouns (n)

v" Mark and fix the board sentence. ed a dark forest
v' Rewrite the sentence.

Week 1
Read It! Mark It! Fix It! @hg way over hills, rivers,

1vocabulary 2 nouns (n) 1 capital

1 end mark
Week 1
Read It! Mark It! Fix It! C)

1 vocabulary 2 nouns ) 1 capital
1end mark

were penniless and had no food or home

did you ever hear the story of the three | = | == = = =

poor soldiers

Rewritelt! .} = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
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What does Level 1 cover?

noun
subject noun

pronoun

subject pronoun
preposition

prepositional phrase
action verb

linking verb

helping verb

coordinating conjunction
adjective

article

possessive adjective
adjective after linking verb

interjection
adverb
capitalization
personal pronoun
guotation marks
end marks
who/which clause
noun clause
adverb clause
homophones
indentation
subject-verb pairs
writing numbers
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120 vocabulary words



Try Fix It! Grammar

Download the first four
weeks of Fix It! Grammar
to try with your students.

IEW.com/free-grammar
» Ew



