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H AnAOC anoKtd T0 HOUG<io nou tne agilsl

H Aonaaia AsBevn, 16pUTpia kal Mposdpoc tou International Foundation for Greece,
wToypaicetal atn AnAO Kal JIAGE! yIa TO VEO BIOKMPATIKO HouaEio
TOU 0MNoiou T0 idpupa NpdKeTal va avaAdBel Tn HEAETN Kal TNV KATAGKEUN.

Delos to finally get the museum it deserves

Aspasia Leventis, Founder and head of the International Foundation
for Greece, talks about the new museum that IFG will design and build on the island.
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«AvTo oV Bupdual ToAY evrova gival To (pmg, TO TAAEVKO
TOV Hopuapwyv, Ta emPANTIKA MOVTApIa Kal 1) Teplppeovoda e-
vepyela tov ympov. Huouvv £81 eTav kat 1) OAn epmerpia pol e-
vémvevoe £og».

Avto Snhmvel ) Aomacia AefavTn yia Ty TpeTn Qopd mov
TATNOE TO XOUA TS ANAOL, TOU 1EPOD EAANVIKOD VNG00 0TV
kapha tov Kukhadwv, pe polig méve yIAMopeTpa (Hnkog, mov
TTAV TO KEVTPO TOU ap)aiov KOGHOU Kl autoTeAEl pvnpelo ma-
yroomag kinpovopdg e UNESCO.

«'HOn amd toug oun pikoe ¥povoug £pYovVTay EMOKENTES A’
OAO TOV TOTE EAATIVIKO KOO0 yia va AaTpéypouv tov 0ed tou
PoTog AmoAMwva ko n Sidupun adeipn Tov Apteun, Bed g
Tehnvng, mov yevviiinkav -avpgova pe ) pubohoyia- e8om.

Apydtepa, uEypl IEPIIoL TIg ApyES Tov 10V aumva 1.X., LITo-
AoyideTan 6T KaTokoLoay 30.000 dvBpwmol oTo vijal kal ota
Alpavia tov propovaay va SiakivnBolv 750.000 TOVOL eUTTO-
peupatev kabe ypovo. 'Etot, ovvropa 1 Anhog eEediybnke oe
maximum emporium totius orbis terrarum, 6niadn to peya-
ADTEPO EUTOPIKO KEVTPO TINE OTKOUUEVIIC».

To 6o¢ e kuplag Aefévn yia o vioi ouvodevdtav ko a-
70 ) ovveyopevn Samiotwon g avaykaomtag dnuovp-
Yiag £vOg VEOU LLOVTEIAKOD XMPOL MOV VA AT POL TIG 70 OVY-
xpoveg mpodiaypapég oyxeSraopot ko katagkeung. «Eivon oe
oAovg yvwot) edm ka1 xpovia 1 avaykn dnuiovpylag evog ve-
0V, OUYYPOVOL LOVOEIaKOD Xwpov otn Afo. To T8pupa, pe
M GUUPWVT] YV Tov vrtovpyeiov IloMTiopot kat ) Beti-
K1 yvopodotnon tov Kevrpikod Apyaiohoyikot ZvpfovAiov,
avahapfaver m Swped TNg HEAETNC TOL VEOU QUTOD HOVTELa-
KOU y@pov, kabaog kar m xpnpatodotnor tov. To véo povoeio
Oa £ye1 ektaan peyadtepn Twv 5.000 1.4 kat Oa evracoetan
appovikd oo xwpo. Ta vhikd katackewne tov Sev Ba §povv a-
VIAYWVIOTIKG TPOC TAL Lvipeia kal Tov mepipaiiovia xopo.
IMa to Aoyo avtd Ba yivel eKTeTauévn XpTon LIOTKWP®mV Kl
voyeiwv ywpav. H efowkovounon evépyelag Ba amotehel eva

“WHAT | remember most is the light, the blinding white of the marble,
the imposing lions and the energy emanating from the site. | was just six
years old at the time and the experience was awe-inspiring,” recalled Mrs
Aspasia Leventis, Founder and president of the International Foundation
for Greece (IFG) - established in London in response to the current Greek
crisis - describing the first time she set foot on the hallowed ground of De-
los, the sacred island at the heart of the Cyclades, which, despite its mod-
est size, measuring just 3.43 square kilometres, stood at the epicentre of
the ancient world and is now a UNESCO World Heritage site.

“From Homeric times, visitors from the entire Hellenic world were al-
ready travelling to the island to worship the god of light, Apollo, and his
twin sister Artemis, goddess of the moon, both of whom were born here,
according to mythology,” Mrs Leventis noted. “Later on, until approxi-
mately the beginning of the 1st century BC, it is estimated that 30,000
people inhabited the island, and that its ports could handle 750,000
tonnes of freight each year. As a result, Delos swiftly developed into the
‘maximum emporium totius orbis terrarum,’ in other words, the world’s
biggest commercial centre.”

The awe felt by Mrs Leventis for the island has been accompanied by the
persisting realisation of the need to develop a new museum space that
meets the latest standards in terms of design and construction.

“The need for the development of a new and modern museum space on
Delos has been common knowledge for years. The foundation, with the
support of the Greek Ministry of Culture and the approval of the Central
Archaeological Council, has undertaken to donate the funds required to
finance the design and development of this new museum,” Mrs Leventis
remarked. “The new museum will cover over 5,000 square metres of floor
space and will stand compatibly with the environment. The building ma-
terials will not contravene the monuments and surrounding area. For this
reason, the development of underground spaces will be extensive. Ener-
gy efficiency will feature as a key aspect in the building’s design. It will be
bioclimatic - green - so as to minimise reliance on electromechanical sys-
tems, and located at a distance from the sea to limit deterioration of in-
frastructure and antiquities.

The new facility’s design will take into consideration the highly signif-
icant finds already on show at the existing museum, items not current-
ly represented, as well as finds which currently have to remain at the ar-
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MUSEUM Delos

azd Ta kOpLa kLT pLa 0o oxediaopd tov. Oa eitvan frokiipan-
KO -TIpdovo-, @oTe va petwbel 0To eAddy1oto 1 ¥prion niektpo-
UIYOVOAOYIKGV EyKATAOTAOE@V. Ba Ppioketal o8 amdoTaon a-
7o T Odhagoa, yia va nepropiletar n paySaia pBopd vrodo-
pav ka apyaotitov. O oxediaopog, téhog, Oa Aappaver vio-
PN TOL TA OTUAVTIKOTATa evprjpata ov ektifevrarl 18n oto v-
TAPYOV LOLOELD QAN KAl evOTNTES TTOV Sev avTITPOTWITEDOVTAL
oV napovod £kBeoT), kKaBdg KAl Ta VPTLATA TTOV LEVOLY -
VAYKOOTIKA OTOV ApXAl0A0YIKO ¥MPOo Kl ¥peladetal va Heta-
pepbovvy,

H ovveyilopevn oudnmon yia t Anio avapeoa otny npoedpo
tov IFG kat Tovg -emiong peydhovg Bavpaotég Tov vnowol kat
patrons tov ISpipatog- Niko Alidya (sov fpBe and ) Tahiia
aldkd yia nig avdykee avig e wtoypagiong) kot Stéphane
Bern oSnynoe ot Snmovpyia tou project Anhog-Avayevvnon,
wote o vai va Eavadnoel v aiyAn g apymottag ko va a-
vaylvel vevpaniko kevepo Siebvole eppeierag, onwg oo ma-
peABov. O 8Vo yvwotol Snuocioypdgor £xovv avaidper pe ev-
Bovowaopd va tpowBnoouy to project ota evpwnaikd MME
KL VA YIYAVTOO0UY TO evB1a@Epov TV EEVAV EMOKENTMVY Y1a
TO VIOl

«Me ™ Snpovpyia Tov véou povoelakot ¥mpov g AnAov to
International Foundation for Greece ouveyilel 1o £pyo Tov yia
™V TTPOBOAT K TV avaSe1En Tow eAANVIKOD TTONTIOHOD », TOVI-
Ce1n k. Aefévn kar katadnyet «@hoSokel oyt povo va avadei-
£e1 Tov MAOUTO £VOC TTOAD ATUAVTIKOU EAMIVIKOU 10TOPIKOD LVT)-
HE10v KOl pvnUeion Taykoomag KANpovopag, adha kat va -
VaKavel T AfAo £va {ovavo Kot by povo TOATIOTIKO KEVTPO,
Eva Lovtavd obpforo eAetBepng aviadhayng Wemv, emaotnpo-
VIKNE YVmOTE Kal kKaAAITeXVIKTC Snovpylag oyt Lovo yia toue
"EAMVES, (O KO Y10 TOUE TTOAITEG OAOU TOV KOTLLOU».
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Me tov Niko Ahaya / With Nikos Aliagas

chaeological site despite the need for transferral,” she added.

Extensive ongoing discussions on the Delos matter between the IFG
president and two honorary patrons of the foundation, well-known jour-
nalists Nikos Aliagas - he travelled from France specifically for this arti-
cle’s photo shoot - and Stéphane Bern, both of whom are passionate the
island, prompted the creation of the “Delos - Revival Project.” Its objec-
tive is to regenerate some of the glamour experienced by the island dur-
ing antiquity and, once again, develop it into a cultural centre of interna-
tional proportions. Both Aliagas and Bern have gladly taken on the task
of promoting the project in European media and raising foreign visitors'
awareness about matters concerning the island.

“The International Foundation for Greece, through the creation of the
new Delos museum, is continuing its work to promote and highlight Greek
civilisation,” noted Mrs Leventis. “It aspires not only to highlight the
wealth of a highly significant historic Greek monument and World Herit-
age site, but also re-establish Delos as an active and modern cultural cen-
tre, an active and living symbol offering free exchange of ideas, academ-
ic knowledge and artistic creativity - not only for Greeks, but all citizens
of the world.”




