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About the PJC
The Panamerican Judo Confederation (PJC) is composed of the national judo federations of the 
Americas. Each national federation must be recognised by its Olympic Committee as the only 
official federation representing its country before international sporting bodies which, in turn, must 
have been recognised as such by the International Olympic Committee. The PJC comprises 
32 national judo federations/associations and the IJF recognises the PJC as one of the five 
continental judo bodies.

The magnitude of judo development in the world has made the creation of the continental unions 
necessary, to implement the policy of the International Judo Federation and the International 
Olympic Committee.

Major PJC events
• Panamerican championships seniors and teams • Panamerican championships juniors
• Panamerican championships cadets   • Panamerican championships u13-15
• Panamerican championships kata   • Panamerican championships veterans
• Panamerican open seniors    • Panamerican cup juniors
• Panamerican cup cadets

PJC Executive Committee
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Events in Lima Peru, in collaboration with the Oceania Judo Union

For the first time, the championships for two continents were held together, with Panamerica and 
Oceania sharing the tatami in the beautiful city of Lima. The Panamerican Judo Confederation, 
the Oceania Judo Union and the Peruvian Judo Federation organised this great event where 
more than 500 athletes from cadet, junior and senior categories participated. The championship 
was held at the Videna Sports Center 1 from 9th to 17th April.

The presence of world-class judoka such as Rafael Silva from Brazil (+100 kg), 2-time bronze 
medallist at the Olympic Games, London 2012 and Rio 2016, stood out. There was also Christa 
Deguchi of Canada (-57 kg), world champion in Baku 2018, and Mayra Aguiar of Brazil (-78 kg), 
3-time bronze medallist at the Olympic Games, London 2012, Rio 2016 and Tokyo 2020.

Rafaela Silva of Brazil also participated (-57kg), gold medallist at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games, 
along with her compatriot, Beijing 2008 Olympic bronze medallist Ketleyn Cuadros (-63kg). 
Catherine Beauchemin-Pinard of Canada (-63kg), bronze medallist at Tokyo 2020, also competed.

Among the Peruvian judoka were Juan Miguel Postigos, three-time Olympian and bronze medallist 
at the 2011 Guadalajara Pan American Games; Yuliana Bolívar, bronze medallist at the Lima 
2019 Pan American Games; and Yuta Galarreta, also bronze medallist at Lima 2019.

It is also important to mention that in the cadet, junior and senior events a refereeing exam was 
held for referees aspiring to earn their IJF international grade.

On 12th and 13th April, a training camp was held with two world renowned judoka: Nicolas Gil 
from Canada (Olympic medallist) and Daniela Krukower from Argentina (world medallist).
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Number of events in Lima Peru, in collaboration with the Oceania Judo Union

Training camp
The camp was attended by 68 athletes accompanied by their coaches and doctors for a total of 
89 participants. The camp was run by Osaka 2005 world champion Daniela Krukower and Sydney 
2000 Olympic silver medallist Nicolas Gil.

 PANAMERICAN JUDO CONFEDERATION
 PREsIDENT REPORT



IJF CONGRESS DOHA 2023 179

            

IJF-PJC-OJU Refereeing seminar and examination 
The seminar was delivered by Florin Daniel Lascau, IJF Head Referee Director, Pasquale Chyurlia, 
IJF Referee Commission secretary, Ovidio Garnero and Arek Zygmunt, PJC and OJU Refereeing 
Directors, respectively. The continental examination was held at the cadet and junior event, while 
the international examination was held at the senior Pan American Championships.

Approved continental referees 
Approved continental referees 16
Approved international referees 12
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Social media report during PJC-OJU events in Lima 2022
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Representation of Panamerica at Tokyo 2020 (24th - 31st July 2021)
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Panamerican medallists at Tokyo 2020 (24th - 31st July 2021)
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Panamerican medallists at the 2022 World Championships
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PJC Events 2022
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PJC – PANAM SPORTS Training camp
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic – 29th August to 6th September 2022

The camps of the PANAMERICAN JUDO CONFEDERATION (CPJ) and PANAM SPORTS seek 
to develop, integrate and empower new generations of athletes. In this structure, the development 
of high level competition begins and launches the sporting careers of our athletes in municipal, 
state, regional, national, international and continental competitions, including the Youth Olympic 
Games. Then in the following years they participate in the Junior Pan American Games, the elite 
Pan American Games, finally culminating the cycle at the Olympic Games.

From 29th August to 6th September 2022, in Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic, a training 
camp for cadets and juniors was held, sponsored by PANAM SPORTS, PJC and FEDOJUDO, 
with 61 registered participants from 10 countries, including 17 coaches and 44 official athletes (the 
local headquarters had more representatives). There were daily training sessions with practical 
and theoretical classes for young athletes and their coaches, plus lectures in the evenings with 
core issues for the comprehensive training and improvement of young athletes and teachers.
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Judo en Casa (Judo at Home) activities 2022
19th January – 26th February

Programme:
The three line directorates (Education, Refereeing and Sport), together 
with the PJC’s communication and administration offices, are working 
together, joining forces, bringing knowledge and the involvement of 
leading experts in Pan-American judo, to start Judo@Casa / Judo@
Home.

The main objectives of the programme are to reinforce a resilient stance, which not only helps to 
strengthen the bonds of the judo community but also serves to provide society with a reference, 
a model for overcoming the psychological, emotional and physical consequences of different 
issues, but above all those related to COVID-19. It was publicised through PJC’s different media 
platforms.

 PANAMERICAN JUDO CONFEDERATION
 PREsIDENT REPORT



IJF CONGRESS DOHA 2023 197

 PANAMERICAN JUDO CONFEDERATION
 PREsIDENT REPORT



IJF CONGRESS DOHA 2023198

Refereeing report
Activities
• Participation in international referee examinations in Malaga Spain, 2021

• Brian Toth USA
• Andres Schulz ARG
• Kendi Yamamoto BRA
• Claudia Herrera PUR
• Adrian Lizarraga MEX 

• Caribbean Championships, 16th November 2021
• Panamerican Games Juniors, Cali, Colombia, 26th-28th November 2021
• 22nd Annual Judo North America Championships, 5th December 2021
• International Seminar via Zoom, January 2022
• International referee examination, Lima, 8th to 17th April 2022: Panamerica and Oceania 
• Cadet, Junior and Senior Championships, Lima, Peru, 8th to 17th April 2022
• 2022 IJF International Seminar open to referees and coaches, Lima, Peru 
• South American Youth Games, Rosario, Argentina, April 2022 
• 2022 Panamerican and South American Veterans Championships, Salvador Bahía, Brazil
• 2022 Panamerican Kata Championships, Salvador Bahía, Brazil 
• Military Games, Dominican Republic, April 2022
• Panamerican Cadet and Junior Championships, Guayaquil, Ecuador, preparation for the 2022 

World Championships Juniors, July 2022
• Open Championship Montreal, Canada
• Bolivarian Games 2022, Valledupar, Colombia 
• 2022 IBSA Judo Grand Prix, Sao Paulo 
• 2022 Caribbean Games, Guadalupe 
• 2022 Panamerican Open Seniors, Guayaquil, Ecuador 
• 2022 Cadet and Junior Panamerican Cup, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
• 2022 Central American Senior Judo Championships, El Salvador 
• 2022 US Open, Fort Laurderdale 
• 2022 Refereeing and Coaching Seminar, Kodanshas, Brazil 
• World Championships Juniors, Guayaquil, Ecuador, August 2022 
• Continental Open for seniors, with Panamerican Cup for cadets and juniors, 20th-25th 

September, Bogotá, Colombia 
• 2022 Continental Open for seniors, with Panamerican Cup for cadets and juniors, Santo 

Domingo, Dominican Republic 
• Participation of PJC referees in the World Championships Veterans, Krakow, Poland, 

September 2022 
• 2022 Continental Open for seniors, with Panamerican Cup for cadets and juniors, Lima, Peru 
• Panamerican Open and South American Championships Cadets, Juniors and Seniors, 

Córdoba, Argentina, November 2022
• Panamerican Open, Veterans and Children, Panama, November 2022
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