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EDUCATION COMMISSION 
 

Proposal to allow or deny legal betting companies in WJT 
 

1. Background 
 

During the World Championships of Budapest a Russian athlete was having as a sponsor FON BET, a well 
known legal Betting company.  
 
For your information, our SOR current rules and mainly C1.5 and also 1.2 state that "Betting companies and 
organisations responsible for betting cannot be used on any advertising and marketing materials used on 
the IJF WJT". 
 
This raises an important matter regarding sponsorship policies, particularly the distinction between betting 
activities that are unauthorised or unethical, and partnerships with legally established and regulated betting 
companies such as Fonbet from Russia. 

2. ⁠Clarity on the Position Regarding Betting and Sport Ethics 

As a matter of fact, I would like to emphasize that I fully support the IJF’s commitment to combat match-
fixing, illegal betting, and all forms of manipulation in sport. The integrity of our sport must remain 
uncompromised. 

However, it is important to differentiate between illegal or unauthorised betting activity and legitimate 
sponsorship from regulated companies operating under the laws of their respective countries. 

3. Fonbet is a Legal and Regulated Entity 

Fonbet is a legally registered and government-licensed sports betting company in Russia. It operates under 
strict compliance with national financial regulations, anti-money laundering laws, and sports integrity 
protocols. It is not a black-market or unauthorised entity.  

As such, collaboration with Fonbet does not imply endorsement of illegal betting practices. 

4. Precedents in International Sports 

Many international sports federations and National Olympic Committees have entered sponsorship 
partnerships with Fonbet and other regulated betting operators. These include: 

            •          The Russian Olympic Committee 

            •          The Kontinental Hockey League (KHL) 
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            •          FIFA World Cup qualifying match broadcasts in Russia 

            •          UEFA Euro coverage via licensed betting companies 

Fonbet used also to sponsor French football team PSG. 

These bodies have found ways to work with such sponsors while maintaining transparency, athlete 
protection, and full alignment with sports integrity standards. 

5. Sponsorship is Vital for Athletes 

As we are well aware, many elite and developing athletes face financial struggles in pursuing their careers. 
Sponsorship from legal, regulated companies can provide funds for training, travel, and equipment and 
other relevant expenses. 

Refusing support from every betting-related entity, regardless of its legality or conduct, may unnecessarily 
limit opportunities for athletes and federations—especially in regions where other forms of funding are scarce. 

6. Mitigating Reputational Risk Through Governance 

We propose to better clarify and modify our rule C1.5: 

·      Any sponsorship from a regulated betting company must be clearly vetted and disclosed 

·      There must be strict separation between sponsorship and competition operations 

·      All such agreements include clauses forbidding any interference with sporting results, athletes, or referees 

These steps can ensure transparency and ethical compliance, while opening new paths to sustainable funding. 

Conclusion 

I submit this proposal to the Executive for final decision.  
If you supports the idea,  we will consider to modify our current rules to allow partnerships with legal, licensed 
betting companies, such as Fonbet, under well-regulated conditions.  
This would align judo with practices already accepted by many respected international federations and help 
our athletes thrive. 
 
In the event you disagree with the proposal we will not allow whatsoever any athlete from Russia or any other 
country to have any betting company as a sponsor. 
 

 


