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Tolliyal nōkkil paṇṭait tamiḻarkaḷiṉ aṇikalaṉkaḷ 

<+.EFG�+H | P.Arunraj5 
  

Abstract: The many research in various 
dimensions of history of early Tamils have 
been undertaken in full swing for more than 
two hundred years. Sangam literature acted 
as a only Primary Sources before the Past 
Century without proper filed visits and 
Archaeological excavations. They were 
considered to be much of exaggerations 
and also heroic poetries. Ancient Tamils 
various ornaments, 
such as the 
forehead ornaments, 
neck wear 
ornaments, rings 
from the evidences 
of Archaeological 
excavations in 
Tamilnadu and from the Sangam 
Literatures had been discussed elaborately 
in this article. The ornaments mentioned in 
Sangam literature and with the so far 
excavations in Tamilnadu with 
archaeological evidences were expressed in 
this article. 

Keywords:   Sangam Literature; 
Archaeology; Early  Tamils; Ornaments; 
Exploration; Excavation; Conch; Shells; 
Gold; Copper; Terracotta; Carnelian; 
Quartz;    <G
kK ��l�, 
E�,.m+Gk� n, E6.!43V, 
!+4�6To0<pq�0, El!�rs0, 
�!+*
!, �!+V3t�, !u�, �<+F���, 
vlq, �<+�, ��0=, wV3G, �xr, JTy, 
��+q, �
s, !k!0, �
s, 
!���, 

                                                           
5 	6z
�
+s�, ��,+A 3*A0 w*A,+KW
{, <+��
+� <�!
,.!l!0, 4!+
0=K|�. 
adhavan.balu@gmail.com  

�xr, �KW, <�s0, �<+�, 
-�K��x!~. 

*** 

<G
kK ��l�!�� ��,+A ��+k� 
<+� ��z!~ <,  <63+tx!��  
!k�� -FRA  �GV!�.r0 43,+! 
������ �Gt0  2~s�.  ���{ 

R{+GV.r ���� ��l 
!K�� �<6
 !s��4�+, 
��+��
� E!l+�4�+ 
-�,+3� �x! -,./ 

x!
s ���
3� �+�A 
!s+!.  �!+GV ��z 
���W��� �
,D�, �x!T 
<+k�!~ 2t��J. r	
� 

!s+!z0, ���
,. !
�T<+k� 
!s+!z0 4<�T<pV ����. 1876�0 
�GV �F�1�4�� 3+�pkK�� 2~s 
����1��6�  +!� ��<+� 
E!��+�
� 43*�!+Gk+�. E�
�K 
��+k��W 1903-� �0.4,+>w ,+y 
E!l+�z ����+�. 1899-1906-� 
E�,.m+Gk� n �F 	6�+� 
E!l+�
� 43*�!+Gk�� C,0 
-,./
x!~ rSTyV0 ����!~, 
<G
kK ��l6� 1+!n!x!~ 
�/
�*
{K ��+��
� �+�A!�k� 
�uy.! �q���. E�� y���K 
��l!K�� E6.!43V, !+4�6T 
o0<pq�0, El!�rs0, �!+*
!, 
�!+V3t�, !u�, �<+F���, vlq  
3*A0 4!�sK�� <pk�0 4<+�{  
-kx!�� 1
k�<*{ ��+��
� 
E!l+�z!~ rSTykK�.!
�
+r0.  
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-.!pV
� -W�
� ��l!K�� 
1
k�<*{ E!l+�
��0 �x!  
-,./
0 rSTyV0 <G
kK 
��l�!�� E�!,�
s�0 �TypVK 
��+��
� �+�A!�� EqT<
kD� 
	s.!  �*<V/{W. 
3>��  2AT=!��  �./
T <xr 
�/T<W �1*S.  �x! -,./
x!~ 
�1*S

 ��� ��A <�z ���/{W. 
�x!!+, 3!�� �1*SD� E�
.�q
 
E�!,�!
s ��,� ��A 
E
lK���. -���

 �1*S�wpq6 
(An ornament of the forehead) ��A 
E
lT<W0 �l.!0.  �1*ST<pk0, 
�,!0 �/
 ��,�!
sT  �<G!~ 
E��W~s��. -�
� �F�F!+*AT 
<
k 
‘�,!0 
�-
 4�x!3� �F���’ (�F.24) 
��T �<+��+� ���
T<pk 
E�!,�!
s� ��� 3!�� <,F0 
��A�q E��W ��{�
�. �A/{W. 
!�K��+
! (92:35-36, 97:11) ��,� 
<*S. rSTyV/{W.  ����1��6� 
E�,.m+Gk� n  ��z ����4<+W 
-F<KWC�A �<+��1*ST <pkx 
!
s. !GkS��+�. �<F0<+�
3 

+�
� �p
k �q�K�� JAJA 
=~�!
s. �!+GV !+tT<pk�.  
�1*ST <pkx!~ -�GV /�+0 ��� 
1+*<KW �� /�+0 �
k �!+Gk�+!. 
!+tT<pk�. 

!+��!
sK ��+k.! !+,K�� o, 
�
,!�� <
�<VK���. y*!+,K�� 
�<+�, ��0=, ��~�, �xr, 3�!~ 
4<+�{�*S� <
�<VK�,+D��. �x! 
3!�� !+��
+!T �<+,xr
l, 
�Gr
l, !xr
l, JAr
l, 3!�. 
r
l, �!+Vxr
l, 4�+V �/
�*
{ 
E����� (<�.86:11, �<F.161,312, 
3W.709). �<G!~ !+�� oxr
l, 
�<+,xr
l, JAr
l, �Gr
l �/
 
E�!~ E��W~s��. 3W
�. 
!+�JD� 3W
� 1!�� ���� 3!�� 
                                                           
6.Tamil Lexicon, Vol.IV, p.2321 
7 IAR.1987-1988, p.103, 1988-1989, p.80. 
8 IAR.2006-2007, p.120. 

�Gr
l

�0, 4�+p
k�0, <+Gq 
3+4�	 3!�¢� �qz
k
 3!�.r
l 
E���
��0 	�6./{W. ��l!K��  
!+��!~ <*S E!l+�z� �+�A!~ 
1950.rT y{r 1+�r -kx!�� 
/
kK��*!+� rST=!~  2~s�. 1987-
1988, 1988-1989 �/
 �GV!�� 
!k�� 3+�pkK�� rq.!+pq� 
E!l+�	� �,+ �F !+���0,7 2006-
2007 �Gq� 	�T=�0 3+�pkK�� 
43,�JK�+0o� �£0 ¤6� 1
k�<*{ 
E!l+�	� �F !+���0,8 2010-2011 
�GV !+�J=�0 3+�pkK�� 
��<+.!0 E!l+�	� �F !+���0 
/
kKW~s�.9  -W�
� ��l!K�� 
1
k�<*{ E!l+�z!�� �<+�, ��0=, 
wV3G, �xr, JTy �/
 �<+Fp!�� 
/
kKW~s� ��<W0 41+.!K�.! 
�+r0. 

�x!!+, 3.!~ 
!!�� E�!~ 
E��0 <l.!K�
�. �!+Gk��!~ 
���. ��+q, �
s, !k!0, 
!��� 
�/
 �<
�!�� 
!
�!~ <*S. 
rSTyV/�{�.10 E�!~ �xr, �KW, 
<�s0, �<+�, -�K��x!~ �/
 
�*{+� �
s
�!~ ���T<pk�. 
<G
k
 -��
+	� J�W��� 3.!~ 
�x/�+,+� �
s
�!~, ��3�!~, 
��+x!�!~ �/
�*
{T <
�<VK 
��� ��<�*r ¥�T<+, �3+!���+4�+ 
�/
 -kx!�� �!�K�T�<*{ E!l+� 
z!�� ��+��<+F~!~ /
kKW~ 
s
�� �+�{+!. �!+~sT<V/{W.  
3!�� E��� �
s
�!�� ���
s, 
�6�
s, -,xr�
s, �6�
s, ��S 
�
s, �
��
s, J��
s, ���
s, 
�6�
s ��T <, �
!!~ 
!+tT<V/�{�.11 �x! -,./
x!�� 

!
�!�� �
s
�!4s �./
 -k0 
�<A/�{�. �x!T<+k�!~ �
s
�!~ 
<*S�0, �x! !+,K�
 3!�� �
s
� 
E��0 	�0 <*S�0, EA.!T<pk 

9 IAR.2010-2011, p.90. 
10 !.�,!��, �x!!+, 3!�� �+�	
�, <.352 
11 1.E�
3+�, �xr, <.68  
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�xr �
s
� !G4<+� 2~s
��0 
2�
3
+!. �A��� C,0 ES
 
�q/�{W. E.rST=!~ �F3+A: 
={0.24:9, 53:3, 60:5, 64:2, 90:1, 103:4, 
135:4, 140:3, 237:11, 253:5, 254:4, 344:2,  
<�.23:23, 27:7, 29:2, 40:21, 57:6, 78:3, 
�<F.304, 3W.316, 3
,.46,519.  

�x! -,./
T ={T<+k�!~ �
s 

,� <*S
 rST=!
sK �F/�{�. 
�x! -,./
K�� ={T<+k�!
s 	k 
E!T<+k�!�� E�! Es	� �
s
� 
<*S
 rST=!~ <, -kx!�� 
4<�T<V/�{�.  -�*S� rSTyV0 
�6�
s ��<W �
s
�!�� 2~s 
4�
,T<+V!
s. �!+Gk �
s
� 
�r0.  

�x! !+,K�� 4�s+sT <+�T<+�12 
��4<+� �x!A.r0 ��+¦��  
§V<pk�� ��<
� E!1+¨A (24:1) 
!+pV/{W. -��!~ 
+!0 ���
+� 
¤�T<+�T<+� �� E
l.!T 
<pV~s��. “4�s+G <+�T<+� �6
 
�+~ E�K��+� EAK��VK� �
s
� 
4<+! ¢� �x/� �
,

T 4<+�A 
EF0=!~ ��<>D� !
k 1+�� 
3,����“ ��<��F�W -��
!T 
<+�T<+� ��4<+� �x!A.r0 ��+¦� 
§V<pk�� ��K ��6
�F/{W. �xr 
�
s
� ���4�+
� ‘4!+V 4<+� 
!
kD��’ ��. rSTyV/{W 
3W
�.!+�J(3W.511). �x! 
-,./
K�� �xr ‘4!+V’ ��4{ 
rSTykT<V/{W.  

<�.46:11-13, 50:22-26, 3W.401,511, 
E!0.23:6, 162:1-3, rA.11:1,2, 31:4-6, 
356:1,2, 365:1,2, 1*.159:3,4, 172:7-8, 
203:2-5, 372:5-6, ªx.191:1, 192:1, 194:1,2, 
196:1  �/
 <�z!�� �xr <*S
 
rST=!~ !+tT<V/�{�. �,0=6 

                                                           
12Tamil Lexicon, Vol.VI., P.3843 
13	.!�!�
<, 1800 �GV!pr �*<pk 
��l!0, <.86 
14 K.A.Nilakanda Sasthiri, Foreign Notices of South 
India, p.163 

2�� �+�3t�  �,0=6� �x/
� 
ªxrARA (193:1) rSTyV/{W.   
�1��� �,T <����!~ !k�� �KW, 
�x�!V.!� ���¬04<+W E��0 �F0 
w{+.!~ ��+3� �VT<�*r6
 3���0   
!*SF���� ��A 	.!�!�
< 
rSTyV/{+�.13 ��>5 1+pVT 
<
�
+� 3+�.4!+4<+4,+ w3+� 
�<+.�.1293�0 �GV ���>�� 

+	� �F
!D�   4<+W <+Gq
�!~ 
<*S�0 E��!~ 1+pq� �K��V.r0 
��+¦� <*S�0 rSTyV/{+�. <+Gq
 
1+pq� �K��V.!� ���¬0 ��+¦,+ 
s�!~ ­6� C�/ �KW� JTy!
sK 
4�q �V./�{��. ET�<+�W 
�p!
s. �!+�¬0 �<F¢�!~ 
!q.!+� �Gt0 �x!�
k
 3��� 
�.�
+� E�*
{. !pVT<VKW0 
3����+�!�.r -F<�� �F <xr 
�!+V.! 4�GV0 ��A rSTyV/{+�.14  

��l!K�� �x!!+, 3.!~ �xr 
<
�<VK�
�*r ��<+!4� �k 
-��
+	� �3+!���+4�+	� �x/�+ 
,+� �
s
�!~, 43+��x!~, 3�!~, 
��+x!�!~, W
sDkT<pk �pkK 
�!V!~ 4<+�{
� /
kKW~s�.15 
�.!+t Uko�T <r�D�  �+�0 
��®�+¯q� 3.!~ -�{sz0 �xr 
3*A0 JTy!��  E,x!+� 4�
,T 
<+V!~ �!+Gk E�!,�!
s 2F�+.r 
/�{�� ��A A.L.<+¯
0 rSTyV 
/{+�.16 43+��x!~ �x/� wF~ 
<r�D¬0, wFs�J� W
sDkT<pk 
2F
s!~, 2F
s 3�!~ �/
�z0 
r¦, r�� �pkK�� �!V!~, �<6
 
�pkK�!V!~ �<�tx!s+!T <
� 
<VK�DF.!,+0 ��A 1.E�
3+� 
!s��z!~ 43*�!+GV <�z 
���W~s+�.17 �+��
, �rTy�6
k4
 
�xr �
s
�, ��G3�, ­,3� 
!s+,+� !�KW3+
,, ���
  3��+� 

15Rama Shankar Tripathi, History of Ancient India, 
p.19    
16A.L.Basham, The Wonder that was  India, p.19 
171.E�
3+�, �xr,<.67 
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�<+F~!
s  E����� ��A 	.!�! 
�
< rSTyV/{+�.18 -.!FK
� 2*A 
41+.r04<+W �<+Fs+�+�0  r
{� 
���!�k0 -T<
�<+V -F��F.r43 
�	� �+��
, ��. !F�T�<A0 3.!~ 
3pV0 �xr E�!
sT <
�<VK� 
DF���� ��A rSTyk �q
+W.  

J�W�3���, �!+V3t� �/
 
<r�!~ <��+pks	� ��!0 ���
. 
�q
 1!�3+r0. ET<r�D�  �xr  
�
s
� �./
  	
+<+�3+! -F� 
�F./{W ��<
��0 -xr�  ���
T 
<pk E!l+�	� �x!A.r0  ��+¦* 
�+
, -F��F./{W ��<
��0 
ES��� C,0 E
�KW 3.!�0 �xr, 
JTy E�!,�!~ E���F./�{�� 
��<W 2A�
+/�{W. ��4�, �+��
, 
3.!~�+� �xr E�

T <
� 
<VKW�� �£0 !FKWT y
l<V 
/�{
3 rSTykK�.!W.  

��l!K�� 1
k�<*{ E!l+�z!�� 
�<Fx!*!+,T <G<+p
k� 4���� 
����1��� E!l+�	�  �xrT <�. 
!x!~ /
kK��. -
� !+��
+!4�+ 
!�K��
+!4�+ -F��F.!,+0. �x! 
!+,K W
{�! 1!�x!s+� E6.!43V, 
El!�rs0, �!+*
!, 3��6T<pq�0 
�/
 -kx!�� 1
k�<*{ E!l+� 
	¬0, ��! 1!�x!s+� �+¨�, 
2
{²�, �F.!+0=�²�, El!
�, �!+V 
3t� �/
 -kx!�� 1
k�<*{ 
E!l+�z!�¬0 �xr �
s
�!~, 
3�!~ /
kK�FT<W rSTykK�.!W. 
�F.!+0=�²� E!l+�	� /
kK� 
�xr J�T=�{ �Gt0 !,�W 
!+tT<pV~sW. 	FW1!� 3+�pk0, 
4�0<.4!+p
k ��£0 -kK�� �!T 
�<6
 �xrK ��+¦*�+
, -F��F� 
�
�. !s��	� C,0 �0.�+4 ¯ 
3*A0 ��.<+,����� �/4
+� !GkS� 
���.19  

                                                           
18	.!�!�
<, 1800 �GV!pr �*<pk 
��l!0, <.161   
191.E�
3+�, �xr, <.67    

-��+�z ��l!K�� 1
k�<*{ 
E!l+�z!�� �<F0<+�
3
+� -kx 
!�� 4�
,T<+V!~ �!+Gk 
�
s
�!~ E�! Es	� /
kKW~ 
s
3

. rSTyV/{W. �x! !+,K��  
3!�� �<F0<+¬0 �xr �
s
� 
!
s4
  E��W~s�� ��<�*rK 
��l!K�� <�4�A -kx!�� 
1
kT�<*{ E!l+�z!~ ���T<VKW 
/�{� (Epk�
t, !+G! : 1). 

Elr.!+! 3!�F0, �k�F0 
	�,�

  E��W~s��. 	��!�� 
E�!~ E��W <G
k. !+,0 
��+pV �l.!K�� -F�W �F/{W. 
�x!!+,K�� 	�,�!~, 43+
�, 
��x4!� 	s.!0, 43+��0, 	�,�, 
�¦ ��£0 �<
�!�� E
l.!T<pV 
����. !�K��+
! (84:23)  43+��0 
��z0, 1*S
t (188:3-4) 43+
� 
��A0, �1V1��+
k (143-144) 
��x4!� 	s.!0 ��z0 	�,� <*S. 
rSTyV/�{�. <+Gq
� �1V� 
��¦
� 4�	 �k.�!��0 43+��K 

��0, E�~ !t�� �<+��+� 
���
T<pVT �<+�z�.! 3�!~ 
<�.!T�<*{ 43+��K
��0 E���F� 
�
3

 3W
�.!+�JD� !+t�q 
/{W (3W.719-720). ��l!K�� 
1
k�<*{ E!l+�z!�� ��,+*A.r 
�*<pk !+,K��F�W <�4�A 
-kx!�� 43+��x!~ /
kKW~s�. 
E�*S� �K�
� 43+��x!�� r�
�, 
4���, ¢�, �<F.!* rS³V, 5�5�. 
�/

��0 !+tT<V/�{�. -,� 
J
� �<+SK� �W�0, �+�pV, 
4�+3+>
. !kz~, 4�+3+>
T �<G, 
Jx!0, Jx! 3>��, 3!�¢�,  r�
�, 
4��� 4<+�{ 2F�x!~ �<+SK� 
43+��x!~ !u� EF4! E3�+�� 
�*AT <~sK�+.r!�� E�! Es	�  
43+��x!~ !G�kV.!T<pV~s�.20 
��� y�+� ��KWT �<+ST=~s 

 
20 �A�! ´�+�+3�, �x!� �+3�, ��l! 
�K�
�!~ 43+��x!~, <.159-168   
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43+��x!~, ��l!K�� /
kK�F. 
/�{�. �<Fx!*!+,0 ��+kx/ 
43+��0 E��0 <l.!0 -�A�
�D� 
��l!K�� 3�=K ��+k��J
+!4� 
-F�W �F/{W (Epk�
t !+G! : 
2). 

�x!!+, 3.!~ 3�!
s E�!,�+! 
E��W~s��. <,�
!T �<+F~ 
!�¬0,  <, �Gtx!�¬0 3�!~  
E���F./�{��. 3�!�� 
��0, 
�KW, 3�!�0, 3+�.!0, ­,0, 
=p<�+!0, 
�µ6
0, 4!+43�!0, 
<�s0 �� ��<W �
!
+� 3�!~ 
-F��F./�{�.21 -�*A~ 
��0, 
�KW, 3�!�0, 3+�.!0 �/
 1+�r0  
�
,3�!s+!z0, ­,0, =p<�+!0, 

�µ6
0 ��{ C�A0 -
k 
3�!s+!z0, <�s0, 4!+43�!0 
��£0 -�GV0 !
k3�!s+!z0 
-F��� ��A ��+�,T<V/{W.  E���, 
E�J
�, ����� �/4
+�  3�!
s  
E�����. -��!
sK �	� =,��, 
<+t�, �K��, 	{�
�  ��4<+F0, 
��*ST �<*{ ���!�0  E��� 
!�
k4
 <6w �<*A 3�!
s 
E�����. 3� ��£0 ��+� �x! 
-,./
x!�� 3+
,
+!. 4!+�KW 
E��W �!+~�0 E�!~ ��{ 
�
,D4,4
 �<+F~ �!+~sT<V/{W.  

3� ��{ ��+� -
*
!
+!. 
/
k.r0 !*!
s4
 rS./{W. �x! 
-,./
x!�� 3�

. rS.! <�xr 
(={0.137:11, 3
,.250, E!0.56:2, 167:1, 
368:10, 1*.92:6, 112:6, !�.33:3, 35:5), 
3+�.!0 (={0.172:7, ��.63, 3W.438, 
rS.13, <p.187, 3
,.516, !�.135:18, 
<6.21:57), <�s0 (rA.198:4, E!0.5:25, 
16:3,66:14, !�.79:8, 81:1, 103:59), !F
3 
�{ 3� (={0.340:1), 43+��0 
<�.!T�<*{ 3� (E!0.386:13), �KW 
(1*S.208:2, <6.1:16, 9:10) �/
 
��+*!~ <
�<VK�T�<*A~s�. ��l 
                                                           
21 Tamil Lexicon,Vol.V., p.3040 
22!+.-�+ �,��+��
� 41+./� �x!!+,0, 
<.119    

!K�� �<Fx!*!+,T <G<+pq¬0 �x! 
!+,K�¬0  <�4�A  �
!
+� 3�!~ 
<
�<VK�T<pV~s� ��<
�K 
��l!K�� 1
k�<*{ E!l+�z!~ 
�3�Ty./�{�.  

�x!!+,K�� J{�W 	sx/
 ��+¦� 
!�� 3�!~ ����0 ��+¦�  �./
 
-k0�<A/{W. ��l!K�� �!��� 
E!l+�z!�� �<Fx!*!+,T <G<+pV 
§3�J��x!��  3�!4s E�! 
Es	� /
kK�F./�{�. �x!!+, 
3.!~ 3�!~  <
�<VK�DFT<
�. 
�!+V3t� E!l+�z 1�r =,T 
<VKW0. �x!+,K�� E6�+� 3�!~ 
�k -��
+	�F�W -{.r3� ������ 
�� !+.-�+ � rSTyV/{+�.  �!+V 
3t� E!l+�	� /
kK� �W<�s 
3�!~, E4!p, 
�µ6
0 �/
 
3�!~ �k 1+pq� 3pV0 	
s<
� 
��{ !FK
� ��
�./{+�.22 �x! 
-,./
x!�� !+t,+r0 3�, !+w, 
!+t0 ��{ ��+�,+pJ

  2*A 
41+.r�W E�J
0 ��/{+� 
!+.-�+ �. !+w ��<�*r  -
{
�+� 
!s	
� 2
� 3� ��A rSTyV/{W. 
Gem Crystal Bead - 3�23 ��z0, !+t0 
��<�*rT �<+*!+w - An ancient gold 
coin24 ��z0 ��l! 3.!~ 
!
+G 
V~s�� ��<W =,�+/{W. 

�x!!+,K ��l!K�� 3�!~ ����0 
��+¦¬.rT �<
� 4<+� ¤�!~ 
-F��FT<
��0, �!+V3t0 ��£0 
¤
� 3� E� ����0 ��+¦¬.rT 
=!��<*A 	sx/

�T <�*AT<KW. 
!+pV/{W (<�.67:1-4, 74:5-6). 
�!+V3t0 ��{ �!+V3t� 3�!~ 
���
� �x!!+,K�� J{�� ¤�+! 
-F��F./�{W. �x!!+, 3.!~ 
3�!~ <
�<VK�
 	�K�
�  �x! 
-,./
x!~ <�4�A -kx!�� <�z 
���/�{�. �<+�, 3�, �KW <�s0  
�/
�*
{. �!+GV 	
,3�T=
k
 

23Tamil Lexicon, Vol.II., p.846 
24Ibid, Vol.II., p.859   
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�<�tx!
s� ������ ��<�
�T 
={1+¨*AT <+k� �+�A!�k� 
���zT<VKW/{W (={0.218:1-5).  ­Gk 
1+./
� 2
k
 3� 1V
+3K�� 
��.!T<pk ����D
�. rSTyV��� 
C,0 ES
�q/{W (��.50). ��l 
!K�� �x!!+, -kx!s+� �!+V3t�, 
�!+*
!, 3+xrs0, �+Gq.rq, E6.! 
43V �/
 <r�!�� 1
k�<*{  
E!l+�	� /
kK�  �W<�s 3�!~, 
E4!p 4<+�{ 3�!~ /
kK�FT<W 
rSTykK�.!W.  

E�!,�!��  �KW �./
T <xr 
�/./�{W.  �1��� �,K�� �+���  
<����!~ ¢�yqK ��+¦4,+V �KW, 
�x�!V.r0 ��+¦
,�0 ���W 
�����. �x!!+,K�� 3��+� �
s 
rk+	� �V.!T�<*{ �KW.!~ �k 
-��
+ 3*A0 /4�.!, 4�+3+>
 
1+V!�� =!��<*A 	sx/�. 
��l!K�� �KWT<*S �������  
�3!5�¶5 ��£
k
 <
t.rSTy� 
rSTyV/{+�.25 �k�3+¦ R,+� 
E�K��+5��0, <+��3+¦D� ���T 
<pk -,x
! R,+� 3!+�0�0 �/
 
R�!�� �KW.!~ <*ST 
4<�T<V/�{�. �<6T·5, 5p�+4<+, 
y�>, �+,� �/4
+6� rST=!�� 
3��+� �
srk+T <r�!�� 	
s�� 
�KW!~ <*ST rSTykT<pV~s�.26 
�x! -,./
K�� �KW.r�.r0 
��+¦�!~ <*ST 4<�T<pV~sW.  �x! 
!+,K�� �KW.rT �<
�4<+� 
W
{�!3+!. �!+*
! 	sx/
W. 
!k�� �KW.!~ E�!3+! -FT<�+� 
E
,!~ E�*
{ E~�. !
�D� 
�w�
��0; !k*!
� ��G3t* 
<�Ty� E0�KW.!~ �� �J

��0 
ªxrARA (185:1-2, 105:1-2) C,0 
ES
�q/{W. ��!k�� /
k.r0 
�KW.!
s. �!+GV ��W <����!~ 

                                                           
25K.A.Nilakanta Sastri, Foreign Notices of South 
India, p.41  
26N.Athiyaman, Pearl and Chank Diving of South 
Indian Coast, pp.24-25   

<x/pV. �!+Gk
� E!1+¨A 
(E!0.280:11-14) rSTyV/{W. <+Gq
 
1+pV. �!+*
!K W
{�!K�� 
�KW.r�K�� <�D� §V<pqF� 
�
�. !�K��+
! (131:22), JA<+ 
t+*AT<
k (56-58) 4<+�{ -,./ 

x!~ rSTyV/�{�. ���1+pk�� 
rST=, -,./
x!�� !+t,+r0 
����!~ �	�. !���pV.!�¬0 
�KW. rSK� ����!~ 
-k0�<A/�{�. 

�<+.�.�.2�0 R*{+G
k� 4����  
3+xrs0 ��¦(y�+�) !���pq� 
‘!�- 1�¸6� r�[�] … ��~ E
{� 
�!3W !+	�-� !+¦�! E�
� 
Em¼�� yt 2 �!+Vy4�+�’ ��A 
�KW ��!0 ���4�+� <*S. rST= 
2~sW. -.!���pq� ‘!+�’ ��<
� 
�KW ��A0 ‘E�!’ ��<
� E�!+6 
��A0, ��~s
�

� �+��� 
��!�+� �KW.r�K��� !G!+�T 
<+s
�. rST<�+! ª�+��0 
3!+4��� rSTyV/{+�.27 �x! 
-,./
K�� �KW.r�K�� <*S
 
����!~ r
{�� Es4� !+tT 
<V/�{�. -FTy£0 �x!!+,K�� 
<+Gq
 1+pVK W
{�!3+� �!+*
! 
D�F�W ���1+V!�.r �*A3�
+� 
�KWT <*S ���1+pk�� rST=!� 
�F�W ES
�q/�{W. 

<G
k
 !+,K��, �<+� ��<W 
ª0�<+�
�. rSK�W. �*!+,K�� 
�<+� ��<W �x!K
� 3pV43 
rS./{W. �<+���+¦�� §V<pk��!~ 
�<+*�!+�,� �� E
l.!<pk��. 
-,./
x!�� �<+�4�
,  <*S�0, 
�<+*�!+�,� <*S�0  4<�T<V/{W. 
�<+� 1+�r �
!T<V0. �+�u<0, 
/��J
{, �k!0, �+0o1�0 �/

� 

+r0.28 -�1+�/� �+�u<0 ����K 
��
3 �!+GkW, J��<F3+>k�F�W 

27Iravatham Mahadevan, Early Tamil Epigraphy, 
p.122    
28�.�+�1+��, �x! !+,K ��+¦� �p<0, <.105 
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�<{T<pkW ��<�. ={1+¨*S� 
!+pq�F�W �<{T<pk �<+� <*ST 
4<�T<pV~sW (={0.377:16-17). J��� 
�{�
k
 /��J
{ ��{ �<+�>�+� 
-
*S
 <+
�

 3W
�.!+�J 
rSTyV/{W (3W.410). �F�F!+*AT 
<
kD�  �0= ��{ 1�.!
�D� 
-F3Fx/¬0 1+�� 3�x!~ -FT<�+� 
E�� !>!~ ­6� 	���W. E
� 
�<+� ���� �+0o�10 ��{ �<
� 
�<*{
�� wpV/{W (�F.18). 
�<+��+� ���
T<pk !,K�� !~ 
2GtT<pk ����

 ES
�q/{W 
(�<+F.84-88). <+Gq
� �1V���¦
� 
�<+��+� ���� 3+
,

 E���F� 
�+� ��{ ����

 ES
�q/{W 
(�<+F.156-157).  ��>k0 ����� 
!�.rT �<+��+* ���� �+3
�T 
o
�� �pq
, <, E�!,�!
s 
4���� �lx/
 ����D
� 3W
�. 
!+�JD� C,0 ES
,+0 (3W.103-104). 
<G
kK ��l� �<+� <*S ES�W 
-F��W0 E��!~ �<+�>� �{K
� 
3!�6� �{KW.r �TypV. �S
 

��0 ES
�q/�{W (3W.410). 
<G
k. !+,K�� o 4�
,T<+k
3�� 
�
k!
sT �<+�>pk 2
k �+�s+V 
4��KW. !pq -F���� (3W.433-434). 

��.!.�q
 3�!
s. �!+GV 
�<+��+� ���
T<pk !+*J,0= <*S
 
����D
��0, �<+�
� �1FTy�kT 
<pVT <, E�!,�!~ ������ ��{ 
rST
<�0 !+t,+0 (3W.443-445). 
�<+�
�� wpVT <, E�!,�!~ 
����W0 -K�
!
 �<+��+� �� 
�<�tx!~ ���<��!
sT <G
k. 
!+,K�� �pk+�!~ ��A0 E
lK���.  
�<+�>� ��K
� 3�TyV�¬0 
<G
k. !+,K��F�W~sW ��< 

��0 -��!
sT �<+� �+�!���A 
E
l.!T<pk
��0 3W.512-513 �£0 
-T<+k� �+D,+! ES
,+0. 
�<+��+� ���
T<pk ��+qD
��0, 
o�
��0 3!�� E���F���� 
��{ ����

 ES
,+0 (3W.579). 
�F3+� �<+��+� ���� 3+
,D
� 

E��� ����D
�.  !+t -
¬/{W 
(3W.590-591). 

�<+��+* ���� ��+qD
� E��W 
=����!~ 	
s
+q�� (<p.295). 
<6J,�.rT �<+��+� ���� �+3
� 
3,
��0, 	{�
�!�.rT <�4�A 
E�!,�!
s�0 �!+VK��� (3
,. 
569-570). =����!~ !+�� �<+� 
E���F���� (<p.24). -F0= 
3pV3�,+W �<+��+� �� <,  
�<+F~!
s�0 ����F����. <G
k. 
!+,K�� �<+�!0y ����
� 
2�
3�¦ ES
,+0 (JA.34). �<+*!0y 

+�W �A.!kx/
W 4<+�{ 1�0y� 
�
� ��A �<+*!0yD� <
�<+V 
<G
k4
+6kK�� -F��
�� JA<+ 
t+*AT<
k�¦. !+t,+0. �<+� 
E�!,� �!+GV r�
�!
s 
Elr<VK�
  ����

. !+pV/{W  
(3
,.574). �<+��+* ���� �+3
� 
3,
�T <G
k.!+,KW 3���!~ 
!
,�+t�.rT <6�+! E�K�� 3�= 
(3
,.568-570, ={0.11:17-18, 29:1-5, 
<�.88, �<+F.159-162, �<F.485-486). 
�<+��+� �+3
�3,� �q

3�0 
�<+��+,+� �<+F~!~ ���W 
<
�<VK�

��0 ES
 �q/�{W. 

�x!!+,K��  �<+���+¦
,T 4<+�A 
��0=K ��+¦¬0 J{T=*A -F��W. 
�x! -,./
x!�� ��0=K ��+¦�  
���4�+
� ‘��0=  ����0 !0�
�’  
��A  rSTykT<V/{W. �x! 
-,./
x!�� �.r0 3�
,�
k
 
��03� C|� (={0.37:11),  ��0<+* 
=
��W  ����+�,+K� �1q
 3�
, 
�
k
 W��+<� (={0.201:9,10), 
4!+D�kKW� ��0<+* ����+�,+K�  
���	
 w��!�� JK��0 ���T<pkW 
(3W.484, 485). ��0= �A.!T<pk�
� 
�+x/. �!+~4�+F0 y{F0 3W
� 
Ex!+qD� ��GV ��{�� (3W.514-
518) ��T ={T<+k�!��  �x!!+,K��  
C|6� 3��!~ ��0<+� ���
T<pkW 
��A0, ��0<+,+� �1q
 3�
, 
�
kW ��A0, 3W
� 3+1!6� ��0= 
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/
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