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Marutham Land games in Sangam literature 

+�,-. /.���1
23�4	5 / Dr. M.Balasubramanian1  

Abstract: Many of the biological remnants left by the human race in evolution are still 
played as games. In particular, hunting and fighting have become a variety of games. 
Games have a close connection with human race history. This is due to the fact that 
games, like history, have undergone many changes over time. The Tamils are unique 
and historical in their play as part of their biological elements. Geographically 
analyzing the games played by Tamils during the Sangam Era, one can feel the 
geographical culture of Tamils. This article examines the games of the agriculture land 

people (Marutham) recorded by the Sangam literature.  

Keywords: Sangam Era, Geographical Culture, Marutham Land, �QR. 
���	�����, ��� ��S. 

 �TU�� -�.VWX� �Y� �,S ����Z -�[�	� \V���� �� 
�5]S ���	�������� ^Z
���5_,. `a
���, b-��Z	���cS, 
b��T��cS ��b-] ���	�������
 �T��de��,. �Y� �, 
-3��fb_�� ���	����g�` hi���	 h��Z.j kl�. -3��f�_
 
b��� ���	�����gS ���mb��]S �� ��f_���� 
�l�����	�� �e ���`S. �QR. �S -�[�	� n]��� o5_�� 
���`S p-.��5 ���	������ �Yde-��,�- \5�b��� 
-3��f]
q.-��,�-	��S ����5_,. ��� ���d�� �QR.���� 
^Z
��Z ���	������� ���	� pr
��ZX� ^3�sm���, 
�QR.��5 ���	� �l����d h��5���	 kU3��S. pm�-��X� 
��� ����	��� �� h�se�� ��� �� ����5 ���	������� 
������3 ^3�s�5_e. 

�QR. ���	����� 

 ���	��� kZf�XfW�	 +5Y��
��d�,�cS, ��[VWX5 
h-�
��Z�� ^Z
��S ��� -r-��`S. b���S ���cS ��_m��m� 
�Q[V �/�d�� ���	��� \5�e, �3lr5 h�����b� ^Z
 

                                                           
1 ��U
 b�3�WT	., �Qt	�e�_, plU����
 �������R�S, 
plU���� i�.. nellaibaalaa@gmail.com, 9488013050 

��
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h�=-A 

���� ���	
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 ���`_�� �� ��_
j (�m�3 �3�US) 
Thirukuralil nilavu maraippu (sandirakiraganam) 

+�,-. �3�.�me/Dr.R.Indhu26 

Abstract: Lunar eclipse as gleaned in Thirukkural (kural : 1146) is highlighted with 
sangam literature verses. The scientific reason behind the lunar eclipse is also 
explained. The shadow planet raagu named as snake is also explained. 

����3V 1���S 

��-�g-T5 -�Y	� Wm��,X5 h-�
��Z��V �m�3 �3�Ud�� 
k-��	��� `a
2Z
����� `_�� (`_� \l. 1146) ��� ����	 
\�de������gZ5 3�` ������	 �m�3�, ��_d�� �fa �T-�� 
^s h�s	
�����e. 3�`  �fa�S �lU�s h�s	
�����e. 

`aVh��f�� (KEYWORDS): p�., k-��, �m�3 �3�US, ��� ����	S, 
3�` (��Sj). 

��eb��� 

 �	f��b	�� ��	me -�[m� �QRT5 -�[�	��
 �fa 
\�d�	SjS ����	��g� o5_�, ���`_�� �QRT5 n.m���S 
-�Y	� ������ ��U
���5_, \5_ ��eb���� pr
��Z	��� 
h��l� ������3 p���_e. 

*** 

�l�Zd �QRT5 ��h,l �[��U�` ���g� ��  
����	��, ���`_� \S��d�-��`S \����d�f`S �f_ 
h��e��_	�� ���`�_e.  ���`_� p_S, h����, �5�S ^�	 
k]�
h������ -t ����	S, ����US, ��	S, ��ZS, p3W	�, 
�Y�Y� i�S, pa�	�, -�[�	�, h�������3S �
�r p�,ded 
e�_d ��-�����S k��Z�� ���W	S \,��S.  ��-� 
W_
j�� h�f_ ���`_g�`
 �� k�3��, ��
j��, 
h��th�	.
j��, p�3����, ����, ����3��, ^s�� 
h-�-me��,.  p-f]� ���`_�� -�Y	� �fa	 ^s�� 
`�_-��b- k��,.  ��`�_����Z
 b����Z -�Y	�5 o� 
�`�	�, �� ��_
j (�m�3 �3�US) �fa ^s h�s-b� 
������3X5 bi������ p���_e.  ������3X� ��-�g-. 
`a
2���� -�Y	� h�s��g�` -cVb�.���nr	 ��� ����	V 
��5]�gS ^����b� \�d���
�����,. 

                                                           
26 ��U
 b�3�WT	., pa�	��Q[ �f]S �Q[-�.VWd e�_, �Q[
 
�������R�S, �����. - 613010. gauind@rediffmail.com 

��
{d
h�=-A 
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^s�f��, `_� 

�lZe �5�S o�i�� p�.�5�S  
�����
 ��Sjh��l Zf]   (`_�:1146) 

���Vh��f�� 

�lZe - ���-�S, �����S p��e �����S �����S 
��.de�      h��lZe  

�5�S - p��Vh��� 

o� i�� - o� i�� 

p�.  - �3�. �fa
 b�1�� 

���� - �� (�m�35) 

��Sj    - 3�` �Rfb��� 

h��lZf]  - ��_d�e b��� 

 p�Tf b��5]S ���de Q`� (�f2	� : 171) 

\5�_�. h�����
2	.. 

pS�� - �e ���-5 � ���� �� �fa �3�. ��_+���� p��-e 
p3��j3����
 b�1�� ^`S. �e h��Z�� ��� p�. \,��S. 

p�. - �e ���-5 � ���� �� �fa �3�. h-�
��Z	��
 
b�1�� ^`S. �e pS��5 +fa	 ��� \5�.. 

���`_�� �5�S \5�S p�����V h��� `_� \l 1164�cS 
`a
2Z
�����e. 

���`_�� pf] \5_ h��� 22, 718, 913, 929, 931, 1008, 1020, 1058, 1304, 
1308 ^�	 �de� `_���� b��cS, b��5_e, b��� ^�	 
h������� `a
2Z
������e. 

���`_�� i��S \,� `a
2�Z i��
��Sj �fa 763 ^S `_�cS 
��Sj \5] �.-, kXT	�� 1164 ^S `_�cS 3�` �Rfb��� 
��S���V Wd�T��
��Z -��X� h��e-�� ��Sj \, 1146 ^S 
`_�cS `a
2Z
�����e. 

 

 

h���� 
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(i) 	�5 �����3� �l�_
 h�f_e o� ��5b_ p�Y,�	 p�. 
p�-��f_5ad �����
 ��Sj h��lZ p�. b��5] k�h��`S 
�3m�e. (�Tb��R�. k�3) 

(ii) 	�5 �l�f_e o� i��; p����W �����
 ��Sj 
h��lZ�fb���, \���3��S pa	
��� p�3�� �5_e. (�U�`Z-. 
k�3) 

(iii) i���� o�-�3 o�-. �lZe ob3 o� i�b�; ^,�� p�,�� 
klZ��	 p�.Vh���b�� ���-
 �Z.�R� (��Sj) �f]-eb��� 
k��am�e ^Xf]. (�e�3 ���`�3,�.).  

���� (�m�35) 

 j��` Q� pl��X� ��b��� p��me ��XfaZQ�me 
o��	
 h�f]
 j��` -R�`�_e.  j� ���� ��XfaZQ�meS, 
�3�� ����ZQ�meS o��	
 h�]�_e.  �_�`�_	 3,84,000 �.�. 
h������ j��` Q� p��� ���`S o� e�U�b��� �m�3,�`S.  
j�X��me �m�3��` ��.�X� h�5]-3V 1��3�� 6 i�����`S.  
�m�3Y5 1f_� 10,927 �.�., �3
��, 37,943,000 �.�.�., ��ZS 
3746�.�., \�Z ,j�X5 \�ZX� 1/8 �`�, �, p�, j�X5 
�,p��� 1/50 �`�	�`S.  �m�35 �l�5���
 h��]de
 j��	 
b�f���me �R����V 1fa -3 27 1/2 i�����`S.  ���V �m�3Y5 
�5-t ���S (Sidereal month of the moon) \5�..  ����me �m�35 
i�h��5]�` 13.20 b�f���me �R����V h���_e \,� 
�U������,..  �T	�,
 h��]deV �m�35 j��	V 1fa-3 29.5 
i�����`S.  �eb- �m�3Y5 �T	-t ���S (Synotic month - Lunation) 
^`S \5�. pa�. h������. ( pa�	� ���W	S, h��`� 9, ���S 
704 ) 

 p��-��� �� -��S  - p�.�� ���S (��� k-�) 

 h��.UQ - �� b��S  - -t	e ���S (��_�� k-�) 

���� 2�_�S +����S 

 ��X]S, ���gS j�X��me bi��`Sb��e ob3 ���X� 
hi�Z����
(Longitude) h�]S -��X� od� ��d�� p��me��,. 
p
b��e j�X� ���� j�,�����	��, pm� i�� ����� i�� 
\,
��S. �_d��R ���,me i���g�`
 25,. ��X]S ���gS 
1800 hi�Z���� ��]��Sb��e j� ��X], ���� �-faf` ��ZX� 
-�-��� pm� i�� +��� i�� (Full Moon Day) \,
��S.  ��,�� 
p�d��d� +����b�� ������b�� ��ZX��, ���d�� ���S 
\,��S. 
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 ������`
 25,. /5_�S i�� b�f`d ��� -�Y� ��X] 
��_m�Z5 ���� o� Wa	 b��� b��� b��5]S. ���
 2�_ 
\5b_� /5_�S 2�_ \5b_� -R�`-.. i�g�` i�� 2�_ -�.me 
+���-�� ��a 14-15 i���� h�5_ 25,., �[-�Y� +���	��� 
���W	��`S. 

���gS ���+S 

 ���-� `a�� ^���d�� -R�`S Moon \5�S h��� 
p�
�-5  \5�S b-.
h���� k�Z	e. \,b-, ���d�� 
p�
�-5 \5�S ��3U
h�	3�� Moon p��m�e. 

��R	 ^���S � Moon (b��,�) 

�d�5 � Mensis (h�5��) 

�b3��S- Men(h�5) 

 Month (���S) \5�S h���cS �� \5�S b-T5] b��5a	b�.  
�Qt� ���� \5�S h��� ��,���S \, ��h������-eS 
`a
2Zd���e. 

-�.2�_ 

 �T	5, �m�35, j� ��- bi.b���� ���X��me ��a �m�35 
�r
�r	��d �5�,d ��b, 1fa�h��l� j��	�S 1f]��X� 
�T	Y5 o� �m�3Y5 b�� �r
�r	��
 ��S.  �m�3Y5 
�m������
 j�X��me bi��`��X� �r
�r	��
 (Gradually) 2�_ 
-r-S j�
��S.  -��S �
2�_-r-d��b	 -�.2�_ \5�b_�S. 

b�s2�_ 

 p��-��� +�� h��.UQ -�3 �m�35 �r
�r	��
 2�_���� 
-�.me 15 i����� +���	��d h�T�S.  h��.UQ +�� p��-��� 
-�3 p�d� 15 i���� �m�3Y5 +�-�Z ���X��me 2�_	��
 
�r
�r	��� `�_meh��lbZ -me �]�X� ��l���S. �eb- 
b�s2�_ \,
���_e. 

 �h�s /5_�S 2�_, h��s q3U �m�35� \5h_�� �Rh��t�S 
kl�.  ��� ��X��me +��� -�3 k�� ���S, -�.2�_� ���S 
p��e 1��� ���S (Waxing Period) \5]S, +� ��X��me �l�S 
`�_me h��lbZ -me 14-15 i�� �tde �����	�`S ���S 
b�s2�_� ���S p��e ��¡U���S (Waning Period) \5]S 
-R��
���_e 

��� ����	d�� -�.2�_, b�s2�_- �����4
j 
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 h��e-�� ¢. ����	 ^WT	. ��5 �	f]S ��Z
2f`d �5 
+5b,�r
 ��Z
���.��5 ��Z
j���b	� �����d�	
 
��Z
j���b	� bi��`-e �3j. p�-��X� ��-�g-T5 ����, 
��Sj h������W�� ��� ����	���cS �ZSh�fa�
�eS 
bi���d����-. W� \�de������� 25-���]. 

 ����� i�g�`
 (p��-���) 25j �� -�.�5_ ��-S. 
-�.2�_
 ���S p��e +f���S \,
��S. +��� i�g�`
 
(h��.UQ) 25,. �� b�s�5_ ��-S, b�s2�_
 ���S p��e 
2f���S \,
��S. ���5 ���� ��-�����S ��� ����	��� 
p�.�� ���S, -t	e ���S \,� `a
2��5_,.  ����� i�� ���� 
k��� \5]S, +��� i�� ���_�� k��� \5]S +�_b	 
�X�
�����,. 

^Si�� ��_�� p�.�� ���S b��� 
i��5, i��5 i�-�3V W�Sjh���� 
��
 �3m���` �.��S �3
2 
k�` �	S��3 ¢Sj h��S ���S 
-t	e ���de p�3. klr 
����_ pt-�5 -3 1��� 
\l�� ��_�-� ����� b��� (�T.11:31-37)  

 ���� b�s-eS, -�.-eS �l��` bib3 ���S ���W���� 
k��,.  b�sme -�.�� \5�e ���S �-_�e ��[-��cS, 2_ 
�l�5�g�b�� b����g�b�� �VW_
j ��[ p��	�� 
h����	�cS ������ ���S p��`S -�5h������
 �QR.�� 
��e�5_,.. ��5 pr
��ZXb�b	 ���� h������gS 
iS2����gS ���
 h���,. 

b�s�� kl���S h���� kl���S 
��s�� kl���S 2_d�� kl���S         (j_S.- 27) 

b�s�� b�s2�_�	� (p�3 ���S) `a�`S; h���� -�.2�_�	� 
(q.-���S) `a�`S.  ��s�� ��X] ��_�S bi3d���S, 2_d�� 
��X] b��5]S bi3d���S j�
��deS.  ��,�� ���d �QR.�� 
b�s2�_, -�.2�_ �-fa5 pr
��ZX� ���d��� �4d�,. 
\5��� pa	��S. 

�m�3 �3�US �pa�	� 25j�S 

 ���gZ5 �3�`b-� b�eb-�, ��b��Ud�� p���Sb��e 
���� ��_
jd (�m�3 �3�US - Lunar Eclipse) b��5]�_e. �3�`b-�, 
b�eb-� ��Xf]Z5 ��b��Ud�� ���`S ���X� ��X] ��_
j 
(�T	 �3�US - Solar Eclipse) ��[�_e.  ��Xf�_�S ������S 
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hi��`Sb��e +�_b	 �3�`, b�e ^�	 �Rfb�����5 �R��� 
��_
���� j�X� ��� 2_��_e.  

�3�` - b�e : ��Sj 

 ��Sj ��� (b�e) �f]S ��Sj kZ� (3�`) �-fb_�� j3�Ud�� 
h��Z.j��d�
�����,. 3�`, b�e, �-fa� �m�35 
��_��
��-��b	 ��-�g-. ��Sj h��lZeb��� \5�_�.. 

�T	 �3�U+S �m�3 �3�U+S 

 �T	 �3�US (�T	5 
��_
j) 

�m�3 �3�US (�m�35 ��_
j) 

1 k��� `a
2�Z W� 
�`�����me ���b� ��.�� 
+r�S. 

j�X� �3 bi3��s ���`S 
\
�`�X��meS ��.����S. 

2 W� �QZ��� ���b� �r�`S. W� �4 bi3��� �r�`S. 

3 h-]S �l���� ���S ��.�� 
+r	�e, ��e��
j� 
������
 �	5��d�b	 
��.�� +r�S. 

\��� ��e��
j� ����S 
�5a h-]S �l���� 
��.����S. 

��� ����	d�� �m�3 �3�US 

 ������� ������ +�� �����
 j�,�� -�3 h�l�� 
h��Z.j�Z	 ��de���� ����, �m�35, �� b��5_-f�_ 
��	
��de-e �3��� ��me -��_e. ��-r
��ZX� ���-5-
���� �m�
2cS ���`_�� ���� `a
2Z
�����e. 

 ��� ����	��� 3�` �Rfb����� ��S��S���S,b�e 
�Rfb����V h�S��S���S `a
2��5_,. ��Sj ����, 
���`-���, ��_
���� ���� ��_
j �f��-���V ���
 j�-.�� 
`a
2����e bi���d���e. 

\�de�������: 

���\T 1ZT5 b�Y ��	S 
��Sj�. ��X5 ���o� �3
�S  (ifa�U: 128.1-2) 
 
p���� �1S25 p3S `�_��d� 
�1���. ��	de p�����
 b��� (ifa�U: 377.6-7) 
 
£-�s p3�5 ��Z
��� �i-�3�? 
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���� ��X5 ���`S +�d���3 (��dh���� : 26.13-14) 
 ��Sj ����	 �����
 b��5] o� �Rm� hifa�Z5 ��cS 
�3S -�m�
 2Tde	T� ^[m���`S ���� o�d��	
 �fa 
p�i�¥] (313) `a
2�-eS bi���d���e. 

 �Rm�QR.�� �m�35, �T	5, qQ ^�	 /5]S bi.b���r� 
-�Sb��e ��_
j (�3�US) klZ��_e \5_ pa�	� kl���	 
pam��������. ^,��, �3�US �f���5_ bi3d�� -�Y� 
�f��S ��f_����� �-Yde��,.. -�Y� ��� �[m��m���� 
�l� ��Sj ����, ���`-���� na���,.. 

+r�3 

 �m�3 �3�US, �T	 �3�US �m��[��� pa�	� pa�.�� 
�l�2r
��f` +5,b3 ��-�g-. `_�� `a
2������� 
��-�g-�S o� -�Y	� -�ci. \5_�� pe Q��	���e.  ����� 
-�Y	�����`d ��-�g-. +5b,�r \5���d �5 `_�-t 
h�s
2de���.. 
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