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Join us for our   
1st Annual              

Harvest                 
Festival! 

Thursday,                            
September 16th.                  
Details Inside!  
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 Directly from Darci 
 September, ahh.. what a sweet goodbye to the dog 
days of summer. I welcome you with open arms. I agree 
with Nathaniel Hawthorne who once said, “I cannot  
endure to waste anything so precious as autumnal           
sunshine by staying in the house.” Harvest is upon us  at 
last. As a novice vegetable gardener, I am partial to the 
fall days most of all. Reaping summer’s hard work, 
comfort foods made with the season’s offerings, the 
crisp smell in the air, the warm days that lead to cool 
nights, and of course, the change in the color of the 
leaves. Before we experience the full change of season, 
we wanted to take the opportunity to celebrate this 
year’s harvest days with all of you. We will be hosting   
a Harvest Festival under the East Carport (East Dining 
Room if our day succumbs to the season’s changing 
weather) on September 16th. We will enjoy a hearty 
meal and play some fun harvest themed games all the 

while, being entertained by 
the Lord of the Gourd, as he                
transforms mere pumpkins 
and gourds into works  of art! 
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Chasing Love 
  Many born and raised Michiganders may remember the transportation of the 5 mile trip 
across the Straits of Mackinac looking a bit different back in the day. From the Ariel to the                      
Vacationland, transportation by ferry was the only means of travel up until 1957. During the late 
40’s and early 50’s, you could find a young man and his older brother walking up and down the 
docks, making pennies, selling popcorn and postcards to cars waiting to board. This is just a 
glimpse into the the story told by that young man. 
 Clinton Township was small town, K-12 in one building, 30 kids in my class. Yet my brother, 
3 grades older, always wanted me to act like we didn’t know each other when passing in the              
hallways, like everyone didn’t know we were brothers. During the winter months, by brother’s car 
wouldn’t start, I would have to push, while he popped the clutch, then he would take off…. Leaving 
me behind to walk the block and 1/2 to school. We were not close, but we were brothers. Growing 
up I used to help my dad with the hatchery, he didn’t pay me, but if I said, “Dad can I borrow the 
car Saturday night, I have a date and can I have $5.00?” He would say, “Okay, put 2 gallons of gas 
in the car and leave the change on the dresser.” My mother and father were kind, hard working 
parents. I grew up never knowing we didn’t have a lot of money. 
 While in high school I met a beautiful girl, named Vonnie. My first girlfriend, my first love. 
We enjoyed spending our time together, and I would see her at church on Sundays. After                    
graduating high school in 1957, I decided to go to Eastern Michigan and she moved to Ohio. Long 
distance was not working for us. We broke up, she broke my heart. I came back home in 1959, a 
semester of school cost around $400.00 and two years was all I could afford. About two days after 
being home my mother informed me that my old girlfriend Vonnie married and moved across the 
street. I was heartbroken. The next day I bought a bus ticket to Los Angeles to stay with my              
brother. 
 At first, I was having a difficult time finding a job. I hadn’t been drafted yet, I wasn’t 21, and  
I didn’t have a car. So I joined the Army. I requested to be stationed in South Korea or Germany, 
however, I spent three years in Fort Huachuca, Arizona. Afterward, I returned to California. I was 
able to get a job as a manager at a drug store. This is where I met a very cute cosmetics girl, Terry. 
After a few days of my employment she told my boss that I didn’t know anything, and if it were up 
to her, she’d fire me. Well a few years later, we ended up living together. One late December 30th 
Terry decided we should take our Christmas bonuses and go to Vegas. At around 1:30 am that              
December 31st, we were married, living our lives and settled in Anaheim. 
  The Thanksgiving of 1987, we were visiting Terry’s daughter up state. During our stay, Terry 
received a phone call, her brother was rushed to the hospital to have his gallbladder removed.  
Terry and her brother were very close, everything he got she got. So when we got back home, she 
made an appointment to have her gallbladder looked at. The results came in and she indeed did 
have to have hers removed. We scheduled the surgery, and it was a success. I was accompanied by 
Terry’s three daughters while in the recovery room. At one point Terry asked me to rub her feet 
because they hurt. While trying to comfort her, I asked her is she was feeling any better and she 



Stated no, I can’t feel my legs. One of Terry’s daughters grabbed a nurse. After a quick evaluation, Terry was sent back to               
surgery. By this time it was 11:00 pm. The surgeon stated the procedure will be a number of hours. At midnight he returned to 
the waiting room. What they tried to do to her legs did not work. “We are going to open her up”, he told us. Again, an hour 
later, he comes back. He stated that he thought there was a blood clot somewhere but could not find it. Terry passed at 1:30 
pm the next afternoon. This was December 22nd, 1987. 

 Life continued, alone at home. Terry’s kids would come visit occasionally. I started playing golf every Saturday. Then, 
one day in January 1990, I came home to a message on my machine from a lady, who didn’t leave a name, asking how I was 
doing. I called back, it was Vonnie. She mentioned her husband had passed away last year, and that she was coming out to see 
family and wanted to get together. I offered to pick her up at the airport. After that we kind of started a flying romance, a few 
months later I proposed. Her response was that she wanted to talk with her kids first. A few days went by and she called me 
up and said, “Okay I’ll marry ya.” We made plans for me to come back to Michigan so I could meet her kids over Memorial Day 
weekend. When I arrived we had dinner at a restaurant, which went well. We get back to the house and Vonnie’s mother asks 
me if I want a cookie. So I politely say yes, go to take me first bite and then she asks, “So Jim, exactly how did your first wife 
die?” I looked around for Vonnie, to find out, she left to go downtown with her brother to watch the festivities! There I was 
sitting in the kitchen with no protection. I did survive that day, and our relationships have only grown since then.  

 That year in July, Vonnie suggested we go to Disneyland on July 4th, then to Vegas. At this point in our relationship, 
Vonnie was anxiously waiting to get married. So on our travels we stopped at a place with a sign that said “marriages”. We 
walked in and were greeted by a man on the roof, fixing the air conditioner. He said the weddings are $90.00. I said okay we 
would like to get married. The guy comes down, and says one request from the practitioner prior to the wedding—I’d like to 
take a shower first. Fifteen minutes later on July 5th, 1990, I married my high school sweetheart. 

 Vonnie sold her house in Ann Arbor and moved out to California with me. Two years later, we moved back to                  
Michigan. Through the years we bought and sold houses a few times. My wife really liked to decorate. Life was bliss, we             
couldn’t be more in love. We eventually retired and started going down to Florida on and off. 

 One Friday afternoon, Vonnie and I are sitting around and relaxing, she says to me, “Oh by the way we have to head 
back to Michigan tomorrow I have a doctor’s appointment.” While at her appointment the doctor ordered x-rays. This led to 
the discovery of a small spot on her bowels, so he set up a time to take a sample. A few weeks go by and the doctor calls, its 
cancer. Vonnie decided to go through chemo treatments, this began in February. After a few months of treatments, we find 
out that they are not working well, so surgery was the next option and we agreed to proceed with the procedure at U of M. 
The morning of the surgery, her whole family was there. They took Vonnie back for surgery and less than an hour later we 
were directed to go to room #7. The doctor came in and told us the cancer was worse than thought, the size and location 
made it inoperable. 

 After receiving the painful information from the surgeon, we went home. Vonnie decided to continue with chemo 
treatments. We continued to make the best out of the time we had. That April, all the kids and grandkids decided to come to 
the house for Easter. I have a picture of her and the nine grandkids on my dresser from this day. That was a good day.                     
I remember her so happy that day. 

 A few months later, in the middle of June, I had to take Vonnie to the hospital because she was having a reaction to 
the treatments. The doctors couldn’t find a specific reason, so she was discharged home. This is when we decided to have  
hospice come in. On August 1st, 2013, I was able to hold Vonnies hand, kiss her forehead and be by her side when she passed. 
We had twenty-three amazing years of marriage. 

 Since then I have been alone, Vonnies sons and daughters are still in touch. One of her daughter’s lives in Traverse 
City, one in Suttons Bay and one in Ypsilanti. They checked this place out and that is how I made it to Bay Ridge. Now I enjoy 
spending my time, sitting on the bench, smoking my cigars, reflecting on the love I have and life I had with both of my wives. 

- Anonymous 
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Medicare Facts from Fred 
Mr. Fred Goldenberg from Senior Solutions will be 

coming to Bay Ridge to explain the new things that will 
be happening with Medicare. 

There are many changes so please plan on coming            
and learning more.  Fred will also be available to             

answer questions that you may have. 
Thursday, September 23rd,  
West: 11:00 am Dining Room 

East: 1:00 pm Dining Room 

Polly from Traverse Area District Library 
(TADL) will be here with a selection of books 
you can borrow. Polly will check books out 

for you, return books, and you can ask 
questions about the library. 

Friday, September 10th 
East: 1:00 pm—1:45 pm,  

Game Room 2nd floor 

West: 2:00 pm-2:45 pm, 

Craft Room 3rd floor 
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Gallagher’s Farm Market 
Gallagher’s Farm Market  will be at Bay Ridge 
West this month! Maria & staff will be selling 

items from Gallagher’s right here at Bay Ridge. 
You will find in-season produce, baked goods,  

honey, jams & jellies and more! 

Shop early for the best selections. 

Thursday, September 16th 

 In the West Dining Room, 1st floor 
We will alternate between East & West each month. 

Everyone is welcome! 

Join Darci at East and Katie at West for Crafts! Join Darci and Katie to do Crafts to decorate your door, shelf, or apartment. There is a variety of fall              de cor to choose from to welcome the season. 
East: Tuesday, September 14th, 2 pm. Game Room 

West: Wednesday, September 15th, 2 pm. Craft Rm. 



September Birthday Parties! 
Everyone is invited to The Bay 

Ridge Birthday Parties. 
West will welcome  

Mr. Al Firek! 
Al is an accomplished singer & 

guitar player with a vocal gift that he enjoys 
sharing with people. 

West: Friday, September 10th,1:00 pm. 
Dining Room, 1st floor 

 

East will get to talk to friends                                 
& neighbors.  

East: Thursday, September 30th, 2:00 pm. 
Dining Room, 1st floor 

If  your birthday is in September the                
sundae bar and cookie are FREE! 
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$1.00 ice cream sundae bar 
with cupcakes! 
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New Horizons Grief 
Support Group will                  

resume at Bay Ridge 
East this month. 
Erin Gray will be                

leading the group. 
It’s been a tough year 
and Erin will be here  

to talk & offer support. 
 

Monday,                            
September 13th,                     

9:00 am                         
East Theater,                 

3rd floor 
Everyone is               
Welcome! 

Moomers Ice 

Cream 

Join us for our  
 trip to                         

Moomers ! 
Reserve your seat on 
the bus and enjoy a 

homemade ice cream 
treat. They have a                     

variety of ice cream             
to choose from. 

Wednesday,                
September 22nd,           

2:00 pm. 
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The Bay Ridge bus is going to  

Turtle Creek Casino! 
Join us on the bus for a ride to the 
casino where you can play slots, play at the 

tables, or enjoy lunch at their café. 

 Friday, September 17th, 12:00pm. 
Sign up to reserve your seat. 

This month let’s enjoy lunch                
out at  

The Cherry Hut Restaurant. 
This is a favorite place for us to dine with 

home-cooked dinners and home-made 
cherry pie. 

It’s a bit of a drive but worth every mile! 

Friday, September 24th, 

Bus departs at 11:00 am. 
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September Birthdays 
 Blanche Stevens 

Bob Lindley-9/10 

June Frost-9/12 

Alice Clark-9/14 

Jan Coley-9/14 

Bill Rankin-9/15 

Stu Rought-Mnt.  
                      9/15 

Joan Kareck-9/17 

Marcia Johnson-9/19 

Michael Tuohy-9/21 

Betty Elliott-9/22 

Verna Pickard 

Barb Thomas-9/22 

Linus Belanger-9/23 

Peggy Anderson-9/24 

Beverly Drudge 

Marge Eckert-9/25 

Mike Meindertsma-

        9/25 

Frances Watson-9/26 

Thomas Keffer-9/28 

Phyllis Baldwin-9/30 



East Activity Locations 

Activity       Location 

Beauty Care           Beauty Salon  4th floor 

Bible Study   Private Dining Room  1st floor 

Bingo            Game Room 2nd floor 

Birthday Party      Dining Room 1st floor 

Chair Yoga             Dining Room 1st floor 

Coffee & Rolls       Dining Room  1st floor 

Court Whist          Game Room  2nd floor 

Euchre           Game Room  2nd floor 

Exercise           Dining Room  1st floor 

Movies           Theater 3rd floor 

Piano Music           Library             4th floor 

Poker            Dining Room  1st floor 

West Activity Locations 

Activity     Location 

Beauty Care            Beauty Salon 1st floor 

Bible Study    Priv. Dining Room 1st floor 

Bingo   Craft Room 3rd floor 

Birthday Party         Dining Room 1st floor 

Catholic Rosary     Craft Room 3rd floor 

Chair Yoga               Dining Room 1st floor 

Coffee & Rolls Dining Room 1st floor 

Exercise  Dining Room 1st floor 

Hand & Foot   Priv. Dining Room 1st floor 

Mahjong   Craft Room 3rd floor 

Movies                      Theater 3rd floor 

Worship   Craft Room 3rd floor 
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Recycling Reminder 

All recycling must be taken to the first floor                       
and put in the recycling totes.                                              
Please do not put your recycling in the trash rooms. 
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 Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home                  
invites you to a  

“Peace of Mind” Seminar. 
You will learn how planning for 

your final wishes may shield your 
family from unnecessary emotional &                    

financial burden. Nicole will talk 
about pre-arrangements, veteran 

benefits, cremation, burial, & more. 
Thursday, September 9th 

West: 1:00 pm~~~East: 2:15 pm  
Seminars will be held in the                         

Dining Rooms. 
Everyone is Welcome to attend this FREE  

& informative event. 



The Villager  September 2021 
11 

Bay Ridge will be holding it’s                                         
1st Fall Harvest Festival             

under the car port on Thursday, 
September 16th, 2:00 pm.                               

With a very special guest: 
“The Lord of the Gourd”,                 

Mr. Pat Harrison! 
“Lord of the Gourd” will be carving                     

pumpkins, gourds, & more. He will be doing                 
his carvings from 1:00 –5:00 pm. 

Everyone is welcome to stop by and watch               
Pat work his magic. (Thank you to West Bay Ridge               
Matters Committee for helping pay for Mr. Harrison). 

Chef Amanda will prepare a home-made              
dinner with dessert & beverages.                           
for the low price of $7.00 / person. 

Dinner will be served at 3:00 pm.                 
Under the car port. 

Darci will be hosting a trivia games for                  
everyone to play and win prizes! 

Everyone is welcome, but please sign-up                   
in the book to reserve a seat. 

Deadline to sign-up: Monday,                             
September 13th 


