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The Village Voice 
The Village at the Pines    1450 South Ferry Street   Grand Haven, MI 616-846-9000 September 2019 

Kelvin Miller                   
Community Director 

Dear Residents, 
Welcome to September at the Village! 
It seems that the arrival of the month of September always brings an array of emotions and responses. 
Parents approach the month with gratefulness as they have anxiously looked for its arrival as their 
children go back to school. Travelers are winding down with their road trips and have already 
witnessed the turning of the foliage to fall colors. Although the colors bring a sense of delight with 
them, there is a sigh when one considers what is around the corner. Yes, we will soon find ourselves 
bidding farewell to summer and welcome to fall. It would seem that we all too often consider the arrival 
of Labor Day holiday as the sign that summer has come to an end. I often have to remind myself that 
summer is not officially over until September 22nd. When you look at the month of September this way, 
you have just gained another three weeks of summer before we must bid its farewell and welcome fall.   
 
With the celebration of Labor Day this month, I thought it appropriate to share a few interesting facts 
about this idea of laboring, more specifically getting to work.  76.6% of those going to work drive to 
work alone. 9.7% of workers commute via carpools.  4.9% of workers use some form of public 
transportation. The average time spent on commuting to and from work is 25 minutes a day. Maryland 
ranks as the highest time spent on commutes averaging 31.8 minutes, followed by those commuting in 
the state of New York at 31.3 minutes.  With this in mind, the 4.5 million people that work from their 
home breathe a sigh of relief at the thought of not having to drive to work. 
 
You are probably thinking that The Village at the Pines is a retirement community, and those reading 
this are retired, so what does any of this information have to do with you? The exciting part of this is 
that just by not having to drive to work, you now have over two hours a week of free time waiting for 
you!  Before you start looking for ways to use your extra two hours in the week, this month’s calendar 
contains over 125 activity opportunities for you. How about a few suggestions?  
 

September 4th – Lunch outing to Prueblo’s Restaurant in Spring Lake 
September 6th – On the House Happy Hour in the Village Dining Room 
September 11th – Lunch Buffet in the Village Dining Room 
September 13th – Coffee Hour with Jim VanWingerden Performing 
September 15th – Resident Hot Dog Cook Out 
September 17th – Monthly Shorts “The Beethoven Files” 
September 18th – Managing Your Memory seminar in the Dining Room 
September 19th – Bus outing to the Spring Lake Farmers Market 
September 19th – Lunch outing to the Grand Haven American Legion 
September 26th – Bus outing to downtown Grand Haven for a Pronto Pup and Ice Cream 
September 27th – Dinner Buffet in the Village Dining Room 
Last of all, how about enjoying a restaurant style dinner served here in the Dining Room every 

evening at 5:00 pm, Sundays at 1:00 pm. 
 
Be sure to check out this month’s activity calendar for other great opportunities for you to spend your 
time. 

Welcome:  Angela DeGar o       Apt. 217 

                   Pat icia Blanchard     Apt. 318 
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Francine: In Latin means… You are kind, home-loving, hospitable and friendly. 
You take responsibility well, you are a good organizer of social affairs. 
 

Fran Schippers was born in Grand Haven to George and Harriet Schippers on 3/31/1931! She was the second 
born into a family of six with five sister’s and one brother. Her mother was a “fantastic lady, hard worker, a 
great cook” and beloved by all. Her father was a people person, had a great sense of humor and Fran wanted 
to grow up and drive a semi-truck just like him. Fran is a self-admitted tomboy. She played hard and worked 
hard and loved every minute of her growing up years. The Schippers family made several moves in the early 
years from Muskegon for a couple of years and then they bought a home in the Black Hills neighborhood in 
Grand Rapids. 
 

Like most large families she and her sister’s were needed to help out with chores inside the house but Fran 
loved  getting outside with her siblings and the neighborhood kids to play games like kick-the can and 
anything else that was rough and tumble. Life changed on December 8, 1941 when President Roosevelt spoke 
with the American people about going to war. Fran remembers that evening like it was yesterday. Their stay-
at-home mother soon went to work for Hayes Ionia making parachutes and her dad was sometimes asked, to 
haul munitions with his semi-truck to different parts of the country. These were difficult days. But change was 
in the air for the Schippers family. In 1942 Fran’s dad came home one evening and made a grand 
announcement “Well, I’ve sold my semi and bought a restaurant in Grand Haven”. He had not shared his 
plans with Harriet or the family but felt it would be a good move for everyone. They moved back to Grand 
Haven and bought a home on Columbus Street. The restaurant was a family affair. Harriet ran the restaurant 
and the girls all worked it too. George didn’t last long in the business and soon went back to truck driving. 
Fran dropped out of school after the 11th grade to work full-time. Their second restaurant SS’s café was 
purchased a year later and after a few years running that property it too was sold.  
 

While the family was finding it’s way Fran was spending most of her free time going to “The Barn” and roller 
skating. The young people in town loved the roller rink and Ma and Pa Davis ran a tight ship so that everyone 
had fun! Fran met her soon to be husband while “cooning for watermelons”. She said it wasn’t stealing 
because they never took more than they could eat. She and Edmund married in November of 1949. Ed worked 
in manufacturing at Miller & Smith, then at Canfields as a buffer and polisher and finally moved to Bastien 
Blessing to become a welder.  
 

Fran and Ed were blessed with two daughters. Barb was born in 1951 and Mari-Lou in 1955. Fran’s mother 
died of cancer nine months before Mary Lou was born. She was only forty three years young. The Hushyn 
family loved to gather together with aunt and uncles, nieces and nephews each Sunday. They would take turns 
having a meal together. Each family would bring their own meat and the sides were provided by the host 
family. Most of the men in the extended family were truck drivers and when they came home it was time to 
celebrate. The guys would share their trucker stories and the ladies would visit as the children played. Fran 
worked part-time during these years but became a school bus driver for Spring Lake and eventually for Grand 
Haven for over 20 years. The Hushyn family loved to travel especially up-north and Mackinaw Island was a 
favorite. They also spent time in Florida each year when the girls were in high school. 
 

Summer meant boating with the extended family. They would go up the river past Riverside park and spend 
the afternoons teaching the kids to do pyramid's, slalom skiing and racing around on saucers. Fran and Ed 
would go dancing with friend’s every Saturday night at the Eagles or the American Legion. Ed loved to polka.  
Once the girls were married Fran and Ed took up golfing and had a blast. Fran even collected four trophies 
during her golfing days. They were fun years but they ended abruptly when Ed died of a sudden heart attack at 
the age of 55. Since then Fran has been devoted to serving at St. Pat’s as an usher, greeter, Eucharistic 
minister, alter server, funeral luncheons and any job they ask her to do. She has been a server at the American 
Legion for years! She even learned to fly an airplane in her spare time. She loves to stay busy and she thanks 
God for her health. She is off and running each and every day and wouldn’t have it any other way. She enjoys 
VAP but you may not find her home because…..she is out making a difference!  

 

Resident Spotlight 
Fran Hushyn 
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The Village at the Pines 

Theater 
Now Showing September 

 

Tuesday Night Movies  @ 6:30 pm 
 

September 3  The Public 
September 10  Mia & the Lion 
September 17  Road to Perdition 
September 24   Soldier in the Rain 
 
Saturday Night Movies  @ 6:30 pm 
 

September 7     The Last Whistle 
September 14   What About Bob   
September 21    Breakthrough  
September 28   Bird Box 
 

  

 

**In order to show a variety 
of movies for the varied 
interests of our residents, 

occasionally a movie will not 
appeal to everyone.  Please 

see the movie marquis on the 
third floor or the Activity 

Bulletin Boards to read the 
movie synopsis and check the 

rating.   

  Headphones now available for 
better sound quality in the 
Theater. Ask Liz or Diana 

 
 
 

Worship in the Theater 
 
 

Sunday, September 1 @ 2:30 pm: 
Jeff Terrill 

 
 

Sunday, September 8 @ 2:30 pm: 
Rev. Gary Lacy 

 

Sunday, September 15 @ 2:30 pm 
TBD 

 

Sunday, September 22 @ 2:30 pm: 
 

S.L. Presby/Pohedl 
 

Sunday, September 29 @ 2:30 pm: 
TBD 

 
 

Wii Bowling:  
 

Wednesdays  @ 3:00 pm  
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Chair Exercise  
Class Information 

Change 
The Morning Exercise Classes will meet: 

 

Monday @ 10:15 am in the Game Room 
and 

Wednesday @ 10:15 am in the Game Room 
 
 
 

Instructor: Deb Abbey 
 

Friday Chair Exercise Class is cancelled 

Ways to Stay Strong and Active... 

Chair Exercise with  
Cardio Fitness Class 

 
Tuesday & Thursday @ 1:15 pm  

in the Dining Room. 
Join exercise professional, Danielle Reihl 

 as she lead’s you in simple movements set to music, and 
will give you modifications for your needs. 

Contracted Service Providers are independent contractors and they are not employees 
of The Village at the Pines. 
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 Hearing Aid Clean & Check Clinic 
Wednesday, October 23rd from 3:00-4:00 pm 

***Please sign up for an appointment by the Friday prior 
in the In-House Activity Binder 

Wax Removal Appointments are available at Grand Pines or at their 
office and are available by appointment by calling 

847-3144. 
If you need an appointment before the next clinic 

please call their office at number above. 

The Village Wellness Center 
Located on the second floor 

Mark your calendar for these services… 
 

Podiatrist Day’s, Wednesday, September 4, 2019 
 12:30 pm – 2:30 pm 

Dr. Robbi Young from The Family Foot and Ankle Center 
Appointment necessary and scheduled by their office–  **These appointments are for toenail trim only.   

Please see Liz or Diana if you’re interested. 

Contracted Service Providers are independent contractors and they are not employees of  
The Village at the Pines 

  
 

  FREE Blood Pressure Clinic 
NEW!!  The First and Third Thursday of each month 

2:00-3:00 pm            
Provided by: 

 

September 5   September 19 
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Gloria Thorsen               Apt. 117  09/03 
Jane Pjesky     Apt. 208  09/07 
Bud Zillins                      Apt. 330     09/10   
Loretta Olds                   Apt. 113     09/18     
Bill Weideman                Apt. 320   09/19       
Florence Hildebrandt    Apt. 211   09/24   
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

The next birthday party will be 
Friday, October 18th @ 2:00 pm: DR 

All are invited to celebrate 
September and October 

birthdays during the party! 
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Spiritual Growth 
Opportuni es 

 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study 
Wednesdays @ 2:00 pm 
In the Private Dining Room 

 

Kelvin would like to invite you to attend a 
weekly Bible Study taking place here at The 
Village on Wednesday afternoons at 2 pm.  

Join us for our study of the Parables of Jesus. 

Coffee Club 
9:30 am 

Thursdays in the 
Dining Room.   

All New  
(and ‘not so new’) 

Residents encouraged 
to come! 

The Village 
Recycles! 

Bring cans, aluminum, 
paper products, plastic 
and cardboard down to 

the receiving room (1R in the 
elevator) to put your recycling items 

in the bins.  Ask the Office if you 
need a list of approved items. 

Thank you for continuing 
to bag and tie all garbage 

before putting it in the 
trash receptacles in the 

 Trash Room!  

A Catholic Communion is offered at 
11:00 am on Mondays  

before the Rosary 
The Rosary is every Monday 

morning at 11:15 am with a prayer 
meeting in the Private Dining Room.  

All are welcome.   
If you would like to receive the 

Eucharist or if you have questions, 
please call St. Pat’s receptionist office  

at 842-0001 ext. 119.  

 
 

Worship in the Theater 
 

Sunday, Sept. 1 @ 2:30 pm: 
Jeff Terrill 

 

Sunday, Sept. 8 @ 2:30 pm: 
Rev. Gary Lacy 

 

Sunday, Sept. 15 @ 2:30 pm: 
TBD 

 

Sunday, Sept. 22 @ 2:30 pm: 
S.L. Presby/Freye 

 

Sunday, Sept. 29 @ 2:30 pm: 
TBD 
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Spring Lake Farmers Market 
Thursday, September 19 

Bus leaves at 10:45 am and shoppers have 30 minutes. 
** Due to parking and safety this monthly trip  

is with Pinewood. 
 

American Legion Luncheon for  
Veterans and  

Wives of Veterans 
     Given by the Charles A. Conklin American Legion  

               Post 28  in Grand Haven  
                         and with the generous help of our resident and friend  

                 Frances Hushyn. 
 

The legion will open up for lunch just for the Village at the Pines guests! 
Hopefully, we can enjoy the weather sitting on the veranda looking at our 

beautiful channel. This is a special event that we hope our veterans will take 
advantage of. 

 

Thursday, September 19th 
Bus leaves at 11:45 am 

Menu: Delicious homemade Pizza, Beverage and Dessert 
Cost is $7.00 

**Sign-Up in the Bus-Trips Activity Folder by Sept. 17 

Hot Dog Fry 
 

Sunday, September 15th  
5:00 pm in the dining room 

 

The Potluck committee will be supplying the hot dogs and buns, 
condiments and beverages. Please bring your table 

service and a dish to pass! 
 

You must sign-up in the In-House Binder by  
Friday, September 13th by 10:00 am 
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Vintage Village Voices  
Tuesday, September 10 @ 3:00 pm  

Meeting in the Library 
 
 

Join us for this special writers’ workshop 
Internationally published author  

Tricia L. McDonald leads this workshop focused on helping you get your stories onto 
paper. This is a fun, interactive workshop using prompts to help stir your memories                     

so you can get them out of your head and written down! 

September Resident Meeting  
Tuesday, September 17th @ 2:00 pm 

In the Dining Room 
Residents are encouraged to attend the Resident Meeting where Kelvin will be 

giving updates on important Village matters as well as information from the 
Activities Staff.  If you have comments, new ideas or concerns about The Village, 

this is the perfect time to share them.  
Come and be a part of your community. 

Lunch & Learn will be meeting on 
September 12, 2019 from 

11:45 am to 1:00 pm 
Bill Weideman will be presenting 

If you have signed-up and are a  
member, join us for this monthly 

meeting in the Private Dining Room.  

Tri-Cities Blind & Visually Impaired  
Support Group 
in the Dining Room 

Tuesday, September 10 @ 9:30 - 11:00 am 

Join co-leaders Karolina Smiley, Certified Rehabilitation Therapist, and resident 
Carole Soule, for a time of sharing resources and sharing support.   

This group meets the second Tuesday of each month. 
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 The Village Dining Room 

Dinner  
Dinner is served each evening at 5:00 pm, except for 

Sunday, which is served at 1:00 pm   
Reservations required in the office by 10:00 am the day prior or 10:00 am on 

Fridays for Weekend and Monday meals.   
 

Lunch is $10 each and dinners are $12 each and charges will be posted to your statement. 

Don’t miss out on the Buffet Lunch and Dinner 
Wednesday, September 11th: Luncheon Buffet @ 12:00 PM 

Friday, September 27th: Dinner Buffet @ 5:00 PM 
 

 
Upcoming 

Lunch Buffets 

 
 September 11th 
 October 9th 
 November 13th 
 December 11th 

 

More to Come! 

Menu 
Chips & Salsa  

w/warm cheese dip 
Soft Shell Beef Tacos 

Taco Salad 
Chicken or Beef 

Wet Burritos 
Mexican Rice 
Pinto Beans 

Churros with Ice-Cream 
Pastries with cinnamon/sugar 

Luncheon 
 

September 11 
 @ 12:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

 
Jim Van Wingerden 

Friday, September 13th 
@ 2:00 pm 

**during coffee hour 

Jim is an entertainer who has planned and lead thousands 
of Sing-Alongs and worship experiences for churches, 
summer camps, conventions, and schools over the past 40 
years.  Jim is a resident of Grand Rapids, Michigan.  
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2:00 pm on Fridays! 
 

Come one, come all!   Happy Hours are a 
great opportunity to meet new residents.  

 
 

Sept. 6      ‘On the House’ Happy Hour 
                  The Village provides the 
         Appetizers and drinks for  
         Happy Hour. 

 

   **Please let the Activities office know in 
advance if you have a special visitor who 
is in town for our On the House Happy 
Hours.  Thank You! 
    
 

Sept. 13    Coffee Hour and Entertainment 
                  This is a time set aside for  
         residents to get together in the 
         dining room to enjoy coffee and           
                  enjoy music by the               
         Jim VanWingerden today!                 
 
 

Sept. 20     Resident Social Hour                                   
                   All are invited to bring a  
                   beverage or appetizer and get 
                   to know each other better. 

 
                  

 
Sept.  27    Coffee Hour 
                   This is a time set aside for  
          residents to get together in the 
          dining room to enjoy coffee.             
                             
                             

 
 
 
 

The Village Book 
Club 

 

Thursday,  Sept. 19 @  3:00 pm 
In the Private Dining Room 

 

News of the World 
By Paulette Jiles 

 

In the aftermath of the civil war, Captain 
Jefferson Kyle Kidd drifts through northern 

Texas, performing live readings from 
newspapers to paying audiences hungry for 
news of the world - of the Irish pouring  into 

New York , of the railroad driving into the new 
state of  Nebraska, of an eruption of 

Popocatepetl near Mexico City.  At a stop in 
Wichita Falls, Captain Kidd is offered a fifty-
dollar gold piece to deliver a young orphan to 

her relative. The Captain’s sense of duty and of 
compassion propel him to accept, though he 
knows the journey will be long and difficult. 

Winding through unsettled territory and 
unforgiving terrain, the four hundred mile 

odyssey south proves dangerous. Small and thin 
the despondent child has forgotten the English 

language and tries to escape at every 
opportunity.  Unfolding in gorgeous prose, 
News of the World is a vivid portrait that 

captures a beautiful and hostile land and the 
boundaries of family, responsibility, honor and 

trust. 
Richard Hoffstedt (apt. 323) organizes and 
leads this group.   10 books of this title are 

currently available in the main office to 
check out.  As books are read and 

returned, others may check them out.  You 
may always check out your own book from 

a library or purchase a copy as well. 
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Monthly 
Shorts! 

 
 
 

A series of short 
films (between 
30-60 minutes 
long) that will be 
shown once a 
month in the din-
ing room. These 
films will be 
about everything 
under the sun. 

Thursday 
 September 17th @ 

11:00 am 
 Dining Room 

 

“The 
Beethoven 

Files” 
This inspiring film 

is 51 minutes in 
in length. 

Beethoven’s work is legendary 
and yet little is known about the 
conditions under which he 
actually composed his music. 
One thing is certain: most of his 
masterpieces came after the 
onset of his deafness. This 
elaborately staged docudrama 
takes viewers into the lives of 
the young composer and his 
"Immortal Beloved," while 
exploring his struggles with the 
creative process and the onset 
of disease.  

Managing Your Memory: 
Is It Alzheimers? 

 

September 18th 
With Susan Thorpe 

@ 11:00 am in the Dining Room 
 

Changes in memory as we age is normal...yes normal...as long as it 
does not interfere with daily life. Forgetting a person’s name, a lunch 
date, or where you put your keys is normal. We eventually recall or 

remember the forgotten name, date or place. 
 

“My memory is so bad I can’t remember anything” 
“I’m having a senior moment” 

Learn how to handle these self-defeating prophecy’s 
**Sign-up in the In-House Activity Binder 
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Bus Trips... 

 
 
 

September 
Grocery Shopping 

Meijer, Walmart or D&W  
 

Every Monday  
At 1:30 pm and 2:00 pm 

*Tues., Sept. 3 
Due to Labor Day 

Circle the store that you would like to be 
dropped off at on the sign-up sheet. Look 

for your specific pick-up times on the 
sign-up sheet also. 

**Sign-up in the Bus Trip Binder  

Please 
Label your  
Grocery bags 
with your name 
or tie on a ribbon 
that you can use  
to identify your 
own groceries. 

Your help is very 
much appreciated! 

Out for Lunch! 
 

Let’s Go!    
Wednesday, September 4 

 11:30 am - 1:30 pm  
Sign up in the Bus Trip Binder. 

 

 
 

You're in for a treat! Pruebelo is a 
family friendly restaurant serving 

amazing mexican food.  
This restaurant is in Spring Lake 

and offers everything from tacos to 
enchiladas and every type of burri-

to in between. 

Pronto Pups and Ice Cream   
Who says it has to be healthy! 
**Sign-up in the Bus Trips Activity Folder 

Thursday 
September 

26th 
@ 12:30 pm 

Weather Permitting 
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The Village Hairdresser 
Kimberly Poll is happy to schedule an appointment with you. 

Kimberly comes to us with 22 years of salon experience.   
You may reach her at  

616-502-7830 to schedule your appointment. 

 

Village Resident’s Potluck  
Committee Meeting 

 
 
 

Friday, September 27 @ 11:30 am in the Dining Room 

Meet the Schwan’s man in the Lobby and he can get items out 
of his truck. Call ahead to order something special at: 

 

1-888-724-9267 

 
 

September 10 & 24 @ 2:00 pm 

 Village at the Pines Vintage Fashion Show  
 
 
 
  
 

This Wonderful Fashion Show is on the Calendar in October! 
 
 

 This event is special because residents and staff model the clothing.  
Please consider wearing an outfit or even just a hat for this fun event. 

More information will be forthcoming in late September. 
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Games, Games, Games... 

Mah-Jongg  
Monday 

at 2:00 pm  
in the Game Room 

 

This game of skill, strategy 
and calculation, uses tiles and 
is similar to Rummy.  It is a 

game for four players.   
 If there are too many to play, 
those just learning can watch 

and learn and if we have 
more interest, we might buy 

another game! 

 

Scrabble group meeting on  
Tuesdays at 2:00 pm  

(2:45 pm on Resident Meeting Tuesdays)  
and Saturdays at 3:00 pm  

in the Game Room! 

There is a list in the In-House Activity Binder of 
residents interested in playing various games.  
Residents are encouraged to call each other to 
schedule a spontaneous game time, or talk to 

Activities staff about organizing a group.  Please 
feel free to edit your information, or add to the list! 

‘Ten Dimes’ also called ‘CLR’ continues every other Sunday 
in the Game Room: 

 
 

Sunday, September 8 & 22 @ 7:00 pm 

 
 

This is an easy-to-learn dice game. Bring 10 dimes and test your luck! 
Bring twenty dimes if you’d like to play more than one game. 

PINOCHLE   Mon.    6:30 PM           GR 
 
MAH-JONGG    Mon.      2:00 PM         GR 
 
BINGO    Tues.   10:00 AM        GR 
 
SCRABBLE   Tues.      2:00 PM  GR 
 
Wii BOWLING    Wed.            3:00 PM  TH 
 

BRIDGE    Thur.  2:00 PM       GR 
 
 

EUCHRE    Sat.  10:00 AM  GR 
 
SCRABBLE  Sat.   3:00 PM  GR 



16 

 

  
Office Phone Number for Regular Hours :   616-846-9000 

Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 8:00 am-5:00 pm 
 Community Director                                Kelvin Miller 
 Office Manager      Beth Parker 
  

Maintenance  
Maintenance Supervisor VAP on call         Prakash (PK) Khatiwoda 
Maintenance Supervisor PW - on call  Steve Dussia 
Maintenance Technician - on call   Ron Franklin 
Maintenance Technician - on call   Rich Rosenberg 

 

Housekeeping 
 Housekeeping Manager     Lydia Miller 
          Housekeeping Assistant     Annie Malvey 
 
Activities Office    616-846-4342           Liz Huls & Diana Jakubisin 

 
 

           Cooks - Corrine Wentworth & Regina Pianowiz 

For holiday or after-hours 
maintenance emergencies,  
please call the emergency 

maintenance number: 
616-846-9000 or 888-239-8528 

     Interior Car Cleaning Station 
2nd Tuesday of each month through October, outside of our 

receiving doors.  Vacuum and  assorted cleaning supplies 
provided by The Village.   

 

Sign-up for a half hour time slot in the In-House activity binder 

 
 

Start where you are…...Use what you have. 
Do what you can. 
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