
 

 

Orsi Academy 

First Assist Course -  Robotic Surgery 
 

Proctor: Laura Callebaut (OLV Hospital Aalst)  

Duration: 1 Day 

Delegates: 4 (2 on each system) 

Pre-course requirements: Previous experience on the robot not required 

 

DAY PROGRAM 

08-10am 

Presentation about:  

- Background on robotics and ancillary equipment, instruments, theatre tray setup. 
- Different graspers, scissors, monopolar and bipolar setup, clip applier, stapler. 
- Standard setup and emergency kit e.g. for vascular injuries.  
- Overview of port placement. Key points. Spaces and placed perpendicular to the skin. Direct 

vision. Assistants ports, what each can be used for. Discuss 12mm and 5mm ports. 
- Patient positioning, pressure points, mattresses, strapping, Trendelenburg position.  
- Checklist: Catheterisation. Connecting monopolar, bipolar, suction. 
- Docking: Si or Xi 
- Side docking and pelvic docking.  
- Tip and tricks of good assisting: be familiar with the steps of the procedure. Anticipate 

surgeon’s needs. Have sutures, clips, staplers etc ready to save time. How to introduce in a 
safe way under direct vision. 

- Trouble shooting 
- Robotic dance / Genesis programme with Intuitive - Theatre team optimisation 
- NOTTS slide 

10-12am 

In the OR: 

- Buttonology, setup,  How to move the console, circuit breaker. 
- How to connect it and to setup.  
- How to protect cables etc. 
- How to move console, vision cart and patient cart. 
- Draping of the patient cart: practice. 

12-01pm : lunch 



01-05pm 

In the OR: 

- Overview of port placement on DV trainer box. Key points. Spaces and placed perpendicular 
to the skin. Direct vision. Assistants ports, what each can be used for. Discuss 12mm and 5mm 
ports. Check depth of the ports, view lines on the ports. 

- Review of Patient positioning, Trendelenburg position.  
- Review of Checklist: Catheterisation. Connecting monopolar, bipolar, suction. 
- Docking. Si or Xi and connecting to ports.  
- Practice Side docking and pelvic docking.  
- Tip and tricks of good assisting: be familiar with the steps of the procedure. Anticipate 

surgeon’s needs. Have sutures, clips, staplers etc ready to save time. How to introduce in a 
safe way under direct vision. 

- Trouble shooting: 
- Different colours of the arms and what they mean: blue, blue flashing, yellow, red, green, 

white flashing. 
- Avoiding complications and common mistakes e.g. inserting instruments or leaning on them 

when instrument is blue and flashing. 
- How to do a safe change of instrument. 
- How to bring in the instrument safely for the first time. 
- Failure to reconnect diathermy lead after changing the instrument. 
- What is good communication with the surgeon. Highlight where the audio speakers are in the 

robot. 

Emergency situations:  

- Undocking. 
- Removal of instruments that are not working/responding to control. 
- How to manage a conversion to open for bleeding in emergency situation.  
- How to convert for a procedure due to failure to proceed. 


