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INTRODUCTION 

Education is one of the basic needs for human 

development and going to school regularly is crucially 

important for advancement of a student’s academic and 

social skills. Around half of students were chronically 

absent which reflects a very poor academic involvement. 

Repeated Information Education Communication 

awareness programme regarding the importance of 

regular school attendance should be start at the 

community level so that attendance status can improve 

along with enrolment.
[3]

 

 

A basic assumption of the education system is that 

students regularly attend school. Students must be 

present and engaged to learn. While there has been a 

long history of examining certain types of absences or 

truancy, chronic absenteeism in schools was not 

consistently measured until recently. During the 2015-

2016 school year, the U.S. Department of Education 

Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC) found that nearly 8 

million students were chronically absent, defined as 

missing 15 or more school days during the year ,Chronic 

absenteeism significantly impacts a variety of student 

outcomes including mathematics and reading 

achievement, social-emotional development, grade 

retention and dropout, and student discipline. Chronic 

absenteeism is associated with risky behaviours such as 

substance use. Students with excessive absenteeism are 

also at increased risk for school dropout which is further 

associated with economic, social, and health problems in 

adulthood. In addition to the individual effects of 

absenteeism, research has found that classrooms with 

high rates of absenteeism have spill over effects with 

lower test scores observed for all students in the 

classroom, even the students with good attendance. The 

root causes of chronic absenteeism are often multifaceted 

and unique to each student, but adequately addressing 

absenteeism requires an understanding of these causes . 

Root causes can be categorized as barriers, aversion, and 

disengagement reasons based on the level at which they 

impact the student’s attendance. Barriers such as health 

problems suffered by the student or family members, 

transportation, housing instability, and suspension all 

prevent the student from attending school. In contrast, 

factors which fall in the aversion category cause students 

to feel unsafe or unwelcome at school. Finally, with 

disengagement, students miss school due to factors 

related to a lack of perceived value or motivation for 

attending. By identifying the underlying causes of 

chronic absenteeism, schools can be more effective and 

efficient in providing resources and services which will 

improve the attendance for individual students.
[4]
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ABSTRACT 

The research project undertaken was " A descriptive study to assess the attitude of parents towards school 

absenteeism of their children after COVID-19 outbreak in selected community areas at Kollam ". The objectives of 

the study were to assess the attitude of parents towards school absenteeism of their children after COVID-19 

outbreak, and to find out the association between attitude of parents towards school absenteeism of their children 

after COVID-19 outbreak with selected demographic variables. Non probability sampling technique was used to 

select parents of school going children. The knowledge of parents was assessed by using a structured questionnaire. 

The analysis of the data was based on the objectives of the study using descriptive and inferential statistics. The 

findings of the present study revealed that there was an association between attitude and demographic variables 

such as age of child, gender of child, number of children, education of child, education of parents, type of family, 

economic status. Based on the findings of the study, it is recommended that a similar kind of study can be 

conducted for a large group. 
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Chronic Absenteeism, many states and reporting 

agencies are now defining chronic absenteeism as 

missing 10% or more school days for any reason (U.S. 

Departments of Education, Health and Human Services, 

Housing and Urban Development, and Justice, 2015). 

Absenteeism refers to missed instructional days that are 

excused, unexcused, or the result of disciplinary removal 

from school (Jordan & Miller, 2017). Consistent 

attendance is a school quality indicator which is defined 

as attending more than 90% of school days .For both 

chronic absenteeism and consistent attendance, all 

absences: excused, unexcused, and suspensions are 

counted. These excused absences are a critical difference 

between chronic absenteeism and truancy as time missed 

for legitimate absence is not included in truancy counts. 

However, excused absences are counted for calculations 

of chronic absenteeism.
[5]

 

 

Statement of the problem 

”A descriptive study to assess the attitude of parents 

towards school absenteeism of their children after covid -

19 outbreak in selected community area at Kollam”  

 

Objectives 

The objectives of the study were 

 To assess the attitude of parents towards school 

absenteeism of their children after COVID-19 

outbreak. 

 To find out the association between attitude of 

parents towards school absenteeism of their children 

after COVID-19 outbreak with selected 

demographic variables. 

 Operational definitions 

Assess 

In this study assess refers to determining of the 

knowledge and attitude among mothers of adolescent 

girls regarding sex education. 

 

Knowledge 

In this study knowledge refers to the scores obtained by 

the respondents to the items in the structured 

questionnaire regarding sex education to adolescent girls. 

 

Attitude 

In this study attitude refers to the respondents thoughts 

and feelings towards sex education to adolescent girls. 

 

Mother 

In this study a mother refers to a female parent in 

between the age of 28-60 years who has performed her 

parenthood responsibility for at least an adolescent girl. 

 

Adolescent girl 

In this study adolescent girl refers to a female who has 

attained her puberty and is in the age group of 10 – 19 

years. 

 

Sex education 

In this study sex education refers to human sexuality 

including attainment of puberty, emotional relations, 

human sexual anatomy, normal sexual activity, 

reproductive rights and health, menstrual hygiene and 

self defence against sexual abuse. 

 

Research methodology 

Research approach : Quantitative research 

Research design  : Non-Experimental research design 

Variables Dependent variable: knowledge and attitude of mother’s of adolescent girls 

regarding sex education.  

Demographic variables: In this study demographic variables are 

 age, religion, income, type of family, educational qualification and occupation. 

Setting of the study : The setting of the study was at Pallithottam coastal community  

area, Kollam. 

Population : In this study sample consisted of 150 mothers of adolescent girls in Pallithottam 

coastal community area, Kollam. 

Sample : In this study sample consisted of 150 mothers of adolescent girls in Pallithottam 

coastal community area, Kollam. 

Sample size : 150 mothers of adolescent girls in Pallithottam coastal community area , Kollam. 

Sampling technique : Convenience sampling technique 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Table 1: Age. 

Sl. 

No. 
Age 

Knowledge 

Adequate Moderate Inadequate 

1 28-38 14 51 3 

2 39-48 25 40 15 

3 49-60 0 1 1 

 

The table of data regarding age shows that mothers who 

were in the age group of 28 -38 years,14 of them had 

adequate knowledge, 51 had moderate and 3of them have 

inadequate knowledge regarding sex education. Mothers 
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who were in the age group of 39-48 years, 25 of them 

had adequate knowledge, 40 had moderate and 15 had 

inadequate knowledge. Among 49-60 years, only 1 

moderate and 1 inadequate knowledge regarding sex 

education. 

 

Table 2: Religion.  

Sl. 

No. 
Religion 

Knowledge 

Adequate Moderate Inadequate 

1 Christian 39 76 10 

2 Muslim 4 17 2 

3 Hindu 1 1 1 

 

The data regarding religion shows that 39 had adequate 

knowledge, 76 had moderate knowledge and 10 had 

inadequate knowledge in the Christian community. In the 

Muslim community, 4 had adequate knowledge, 17 had 

moderate knowledge and 2 had inadequate knowledge. 

In the Hindu community, 1 had adequate knowledge, 1 

had moderate knowledge and 1 had inadequate 

knowledge. 

 

Table 3: Education . 

Sl. 

No. 
Education 

Knowledge 

Adequate Moderate Inadequate 

1 Primary 10 24 4 

2 Secondary 20 58 6 

3 Hss 4 13 1 

4 Others 8 2 0 

 

The data regarding education shows that the mothers 

who has primary education, 10 had adequate Knowledge, 

24 had moderate knowledge and 1 had inadequate 

knowledge. Mothers who has Secondary education, 20 

had adequate knowledge, 58 had moderate knowledge 

and 6 had inadequate knowledge. Mothers who have 

Higher Secondary education, 4 had adequate knowledge, 

13 had moderate knowledge and 1 had inadequate 

knowledge. Mothers who have higher education, 8 had 

adequate knowledge and 2 had moderate knowledge. 

 

Table 4: Occupation.  

Sl. 

no. 
Occupation 

Knowledge 

Adequate Moderate Inadequate 

1 Unemployed 29 77 12 

2 Employed 8 10 0 

3 Self employed 6 7 1 

 

The data regarding the occupation shows that among the 

mothers who are unemployed 29 had adequate 

knowledge, 77 had moderate knowledge and 12 had 

inadequate knowledge.Among mothers who are 

employed 8 had adequate knowledge, 10 had moderate 

knowledge.Among mothers who are self employed 6 had 

adequate knowledge, 7 had moderate knowledge and 1 

had inadequate knowledge. 

 

Table 5: Income. 

Sl no Income 
Knowledge 

Adequate Moderate Inadequate 

1 10,000 &above 7 5 1 

2 8001-10,000 12 20 1 

3 6001-8000 12 38 5 

4 4001-6000 7 23 2 

5 <4000 3 12 1 

 

The data regarding income shows that among mothers 

who have an income of 10,000 and above,7 had adequate 

knowledge 5 had moderate knowledge and 1 had 

inadequate knowledge. Among mothers who have 

income of 8001 -10,000, 12 had adequate knowledge, 20 

had moderate knowledge and 1 had inadequate 

knowledge. Among mothers who have income of 6001-

8000,12 had adequate knowledge, 38 had moderate 

knowledge and 5 had inadequate knowledge. Among 

mothers who have income of 4001-6000, 7 had adequate 

knowledge, 23 had moderate knowledge and 2 had 

inadequate knowledge. Among mothers who have 

income less than 4000, 3 had adequate knowledge, 12 

had moderate knowledge and 1 had inadequate 

knowledge. 
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Table 6: Type of family. 

Sl. 

no. 
Type of family 

Knowledge 

Adequate Moderate Inadequate 

1 Joint family 10 31 10 

2 Nuclear family 30 68 1 

 

The data regarding type of family shows that in joint 

family, 10 had adequate knowledge,31 had moderate 

knowledge and 10 had inadequate knowledge. In nuclear 

family, 30 had adequate knowledge, 68 had moderate 

knowledge and 1 had inadequate knowledge. 

 

Table 7: Association between Knowledge and Selected socio demographic variables. 

Sl. 

No 
Variables 

Knowledge df 

Chi 

square 

value 

Table 

value 
Inf 

Adequate Moderate Inadequate 
    

1 Age in years 
       

 
28-38 yrs 14 51 3 

    

 
39-48 yrs 25 40 15 4 14.086 9.49 S 

 
49-60 yrs 0 1 1 

    
2 Religion 

       

 
Christian 39 76 10 

    

 
Muslim 4 17 2 4 2.32 9.49 NS 

 
Hindu 1 1 0 

    
3 Education 

       

 
Primary 10 24 4 

    

 
Secondary 20 58 6 6 40.5 12.59 S 

 
HSS 4 13 1 

    

 
Others 8 2 0 

    
4 Occupation 

       

 
Unemployed 29 77 12 

    
 Employed 8 10 0 4 5.758 9.49 NS 

 
Self employed 6 7 1 

    
5 Income 

       

 
10000 & above 7 5 1 

    

 
8001-10000 12 20 1 

    

 
6001-8000 12 38 5 8 8.243 15.51 NS 

 
4001-6000 7 23 2 

    

 
<4000 3 12 1 

    
6 Type of family 

       

 
Joint family 10 31 10 

2 12.23 5.99 S 

 
Nuclear family 30 68 1 

0.05- level of significance  

NS- non-significant  

S-Significant 

 

From the above statistical data, it was clear that there is 

significant association of knowledge among mothers of 

adolescent girls regarding sex education with 

demographic variable such as age, education and type of 

family. And it is also clear that there was no association 

with knowledge among mothers of adolescent girls 

regarding sex education with demographic variable such 

as religion, occupation and income. 

 

Table 8: Age 

Sl 

no 
Age 

Attitude 

Highly 

positive 
Positive Neutral Negative 

1 28-38 21 25 21 1 

2 39-48 15 42 23 0 

3 49-60 1 0 1 0 
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From the data regarding age and attitude, 21 mothers had 

highly positive attitude, 25 had positive attitude, 21 had 

neutral attitude and 1 had negative attitude in the age 

group of 28-38 years. 15 had highly positive attitude, 42 

had positive attitude and 23 had neutral attitude in the 

age group of 39-48 years. 1 had highly positive attitude 

and 1 had neutral attitude in the age group of 49-60years. 

 

Table 9: Religion.  

Sl. no. Religion 

Attitude 

Highly 

positive 
Positive Neutral Negative 

1 Christian 40 48 36 1 

2 Muslim 4 10 9 0 

3 Hindu 0 1 1 0 

 

The data regarding religion and attitude, 40 had highly 

positive attitude, 48 had positive attitude, 36 had neutral 

attitude and 1 had negative attitude in the Christian 

community. 4 had highly positive attitude, 10 had 

positive attitude and 9 had neutral attitude in the Muslim 

community. 1 had positive attitude and 1 had neutral 

attitude in the Hindu community. 

 

Table 10: Education.  

Sl. 

No. 
Education 

Attitude 

Highly 

positive 
Positive Neutral Negative 

1 Primary 10 18 9 1 

2 Secondary 23 35 26 0 

3 Hss 7 6 5 0 

4 Others 5 5 0 0 

 

The data regarding education and attitude, mothers who 

have primary education 10 had highly positive attitude, 

18 had positive attitude, 9 had neutral attitude and 1 had 

negative attitude. Mothers who have Secondary 

education, 23 had highly positive attitude, 35 had 

positive attitude and 26 had neutral attitude. Mothers 

who have Higher Secondary education, 7 had highly 

positive attitude, 6 had positive attitude and 5 had neutral 

attitude. Mothers who have higher education, 5 had 

highly positive attitude and 5 had positive attitude. 

 

Table 11: Occupation.  

Sl. 

No. 
Occupation 

Attitude 

Highly 

positive 
Positive Neutral Negative 

1 Unemployed 31 43 43 1 

2 Employed 5 6 7 0 

3 Self employed 4 5 5 0 

 

The data regarding occupation and attitude, mothers who 

are unemployed, 31 had highly positive attitude, 43 had 

positive attitude, 43 had neutral attitude and 1 had 

negative attitude. Mothers who are employed, 5 had 

highly positive attitude, 6 had positive attitude and 7 had 

neutral attitude. Mothers who are self employed, 4 had 

highly positive attitude, 5 had positive attitude ad 5 had 

neutral attitude. 

 

Table 12: Income. 

Sl. 

No. 
Income 

Attitude 

Highly 

positive 
Positive Neutral Negative 

1 
10,000 

&above 
6 5 2 0 

2 
8001-

10,000 
14 12 8 0 

3 
6001-

8000 
25 16 14 0 

4 
4001-

6000 
7 12 13 0 

5 <4000 6 5 4 1 
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The data regarding income and attitude, mothers who 

have income 10,000& above, 6 had highly positive 

attitude, 5 had positive attitude and 2 had neutral attitude. 

Mothers who have 8001-10,000 income, 14 had highly 

positive attitude, 12 had positive attitude and 8 had 

neutral attitude. Mothers who have 6001-8000 income, 

25 had highly positive attitude, 16 had positive attitude 

and 14 had neutral attitude. Mothers who have 4001-

6000 income, 7 had highly positive attitude, 12 had 

positive attitude and 13 had neutral attitude. Mothers 

who have income less than 4000, 6 had highly positive 

attitude, 5 had positive attitude, 4 had neutral attitude and 

1 had negative attitude. 

 

Table 13: Type of family. 

Sl. 

No. 

Type of 

family 

Attitude 

Highly 

positive 
Positive Neutral Negative 

1 Joint 17 17 16 1 

2 Nuclear 34 40 25 0 

 

The data regarding type of family and attitude, in joint 

family 17 had highly positive attitude, 17 had positive 

attitude, 16 had neutral attitude and 1 had negative 

attitude. In nuclear family, 34 had highly positive 

attitude, 40 had positive attitude and 25 had neutral 

attitude. 

 

Table 14: Association between Attitude and Selected socio demographic variables. 

Sl. 

No. 
Variables 

Attitude 

df 

Chi 

square 

value 

Table 

value 
Inf Highly 

positive 
Positive Neutral Negative 

1 Age in years 
       

 
 

 
28-38 yrs 21 25 21 1 

  
 

 

 
39-48 yrs 15 42 23 0 6 7.183 12.59 NS 

 
49-60 yrs 1 0 1 0 

  
 

 
2 Religion 

       
 

 

 
Christian 40 48 36 1 

  
 

 

 
Muslim 4 10 9 0 6 3.304 12.59 NS* 

 
Hindu 0 1 1 0 

  
 

 
3 Education 

       
 

 

 
Primary 10 18 9 1 

  
 

 

 
secondary 23 35 26 0 9 9.2 16.92 NS 

 
HSS 7 6 5 0 

  
 

 

 
Others 5 5 0 0 

  
 

 
4 Occupation 

      
 

 

 
Unemployed 31 43 43 1 

  
 

 

 
Employed 5 6 7 0 6 0.375 12.59 NS 

 
Self employed 4 5 5 0 

  
 

 
5 Income 

       
 

 

 
>10000 6 5 2 0 

  
 

 

 
8001-10000 14 12 8 0 

  
 

 

 
6001-8000 25 16 14 0 12 15.22 21.03 NS 

 
4001-6000 7 12 13 0 

  
 

 

 
<4000 6 5 4 1 

  
 

 
6 Type of family 

      
 

 

 
Joint family 17 17 16 1 3 2.79 7.82 NS 

 Nuclear family 34 40 25 0     

0.05- level of significance  

NS- non-significant  

 

From the above statistical data, it was clear that there is 

no significant association of attitude among mothers of 

adolescent girls regarding sex education with 

demographic variable. And it is also clear that there was 

no association of attitude among mothers of adolescent 

girls regarding sex education with demographic variable 

such as age, religion, education, occupation, income and 

type of family. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The present study was conducted to assess the 

knowledge and attitude among mother’s of adolescent 
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girls regarding sex education at pallithottam coastal 

community area, Kollam. In order to achieve the 

objectives of the study non experimental research design 

was adopted. The Sample was selected by the non-

probability convenient sampling . The sample consisted 

of 150 mothers adolescent girls. The findings of the 

study have been discussed in relation to objectives and 

other similar studies.  

 

Objectives 

The objectives of the study were  

 To assess the knowledge among mothers of 

adolescent girls regarding sex education. 

 To assess the attitude among the mothers of 

adolescent girls regarding sex education. 

 To find the association between knowledge among 

mothers of adolescent girls regarding sex education 

with selected socio - demographic variables. 

 To find the association between attitude among 

mothers of adolescent girls regarding sex education 

with selected socio -demographic variables. 

 To develop an instructional module for mothers 

regarding sex education of their adolescent girls. 

 

Discussion of findings with other studies based on 

objectives 

• To assess the knowledge among mothers of 

adolescent girls regarding sex education 

The present study revealed that 29.3% mothers had 

adequate knowledge, 62.6% had moderately adequate 

knowledge and 8% had inadequate knowledge. 

 

The above findings are supported by a qualitative study 

conducted in Enugu state from June 20 to September 10, 

2020. Samples was selected by simple random technique 

and the sample size was 30 mothers. Data were collected 

by a semi structured questionnaire to assess the 

knowledge among mothers of adolescent girls regarding 

sex education. The findings of the study indicate that 

21.5 % mothers had adequate knowledge.69.9% had 

moderately adequate knowledge. 8.6% had inadequate 

knowledge. 

 

• To assess the attitude among the mothers of 

adolescent girls regarding sex education 

The study revealed that 38% mothers of adolescent girls 

had highly positive attitude, 34% had positive attitude, 

27.3% had neutral attitude and 0.6% had negative 

attitude. 

 The above findings are supported by a qualitative 

research study conducted in Hyderabad. The sample was 

selected by random sampling technique and the sample 

size was 200 and Interview method was used to collect 

the data. Data was collected by a interview and semi- 

structured questionnaire. The findings of the study 

indicates that 42% mothers of adolescent girls had 

Highly positive attitude, 32 % had Positive attitude, 

22.3% had Neutral attitude and 3.7% had Negative 

attitude towards sex education 

 

• To find the association between knowledge 

among mothers of adolescent girls regarding sex 

education with selected socio-demographic 

variables 

The present study showed significant association 

between knowledge and socio -demographic variables 

like age, education and type of family. Regarding age the 

calculated value 14.086 is greater than table value 9.49 at 

0.05 level of significance. Regarding education, the 

calculated value 40.5 is greater than table value 12.59 at 

0.05 level of significance. Regarding type of family the 

calculated value 12.23 is greater than table value 5.99 at 

0.05 level of significance. There was no significant 

association between knowledge and socio - demographic 

variables like religion,occupation and income. Regarding 

religion the calculated value 2.32 is less than table value 

9.49 at 0.05 level of significance. Regarding occupation 

the calculated value 5.76 is less than table value 9.49 at 

0.05 level of significance. Regarding income, the 

calculated value 8.24 is less than table value 15.51 at 

0.05 level of significance. In short significant association 

was found between knowledge and demographic 

variables like age, education and type of family. No 

significant association was found between knowledge 

and demographic variables such as religion, occupation 

and income. 

 

The above finding is supported by a convenient cross-

sectional survey which was conducted in urban area of 

chennai to assess the knowledge among parent’s of 

adolescents. Samples was selected by simple random 

technique and sample size was 346. The study showed 

that the majority of the participants 83.8% belong to 

Hindu religion, 82.7% were living in a nuclear family, 

68.7% of students' monthly family income was less than 

Rs. 25,000 and the mothers (76.7%) was home makers. 

Regarding age the calculated value 16.56 is greater than 

table value 10.49 at 0.05 level of significance. Regarding 

education, the calculated value 49.5 is greater than table 

value 14.61 at 0.05 level of significance. There was no 

significant association between knowledge and socio - 

demographic variables like religion and income. 

Regarding religion the calculated value 6.32 is less than 

table value 15.23 at 0.05 level of significance. Regarding 

income, the calculated value 13.25 is less than table 

value 17.51 at 0.05 level of significance. In short 

significant association was found between knowledge 

and demographic variables like age and education. No 

significant association was found between knowledge 

and demographic variables such as religion and income. 

 

• To find the association between attitude among 

mothers of adolescent girls regarding sex 

education with selected socio demographic 

variables 

The present study showed no significant association 

between attitude and socio demographic variables like 

age, religion, education, occupation, income and type of 

family. Regarding age, the calculated value 7.183 is less 

than table value 12.9 at 0.05 level of significance. 
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Regarding religion, the calculated value 3.304 is less 

than table value 12.59 at 0.05 level of significance. 

Regarding education, the calculated value 9.2 is less than 

table value 16.92 at 0.05 level of significance. Regarding 

occupation, the calculated value 0.375 is less than table 

value 12.59 at 0.05 level of significance. Regarding 

income, the calculated value 15.22 is less than table 

value 21.03 at 0.05 level of significance. Regarding type 

of family, calculated value 2.79 is less than table value 

7.82 at 0.05 level of significance. In short, no significant 

association was found between attitude of mothers 

towards sex education and demographic variables such 

as age, religion, education, occupation, income and type 

of family. It is revealed that 38% mothers of adolescent 

girls had highly positive attitude, 34% had positive 

attitude, 27.3% had neutral attitude and 0.6% had 

negative attitude. The above finding was supported by a 

convenient cross-sectional survey which was conducted 

in urban area of chennai. Samples was selected by simple 

random technique and sample size was 346. . The study 

showed that 43% mothers of adolescent girls had highly 

positive attitude, 33% had positive attitude, 23.3% had 

neutral attitude and 0.7% had negative attitude. 

Regarding age, the calculated value 9.81 is less than 

table value 16.1 at 0.05 level of significance. Regarding 

education, the calculated value 6.2 is less than table 

value 15.85 at 0.05 level of significance. Regarding their 

occupation, calculated value 2.79 is less than table value 

7.82 at 0.05 level of significance. There is no association 

between attitude and socio-demographic variables such 

as age, education and their occupation 
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