
•	 This is a HELP sheet for tagging only
•	 Refer to the Iowa State Fair Premium Book, the Iowa 4-H 

202, and the Iowa FFA 202 for full animal ID, nomination 
and entry requirements

•	 Each animal must be designated for either Iowa 4-H or 
Iowa FFA, not both. 

•	 Always use the FULL Animal Identification Number (AIN)  
15-digit number starting with 840Does my animal already 

have an ID tag? 
NO

4-H Market Beef (Steers 
and Heifers) are required to 

have an approved Iowa 4-H  or 
Official USDA 840 tag. 

These tags should be acquired 
from your local county 

extension office.

Iowa State Fair 4-H and FFA Animal Tagging Help Sheet*

BEEF CATTLE
*This information only applies to animals for the Iowa State Fair.  County Fair animals need to refer to your local extension office or county fair rules.  

 FFA Performance Beef are 
required to have an approved 
Iowa FFA or Official USDA 840 

tag.  These tags should be 
acquired from the Iowa State 

Fair by your FFA advisor. 

Breeding Beef Market Beef

YES

NO

Remove Tag and replace 
with the appropriate 
Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA 

approved tag.

STOP!
It is illegal to remove an 
Official USDA 840 tag.

YES

Is the tag electronically 
   readable? Have an EID 
   button?  
(EID buttons are typically thicker than standard buttons 

or backs)

YES
NO

No other tags 
are needed. 

KEEP the original USDA 840 tag in the animal AND ADD 
the appropriate Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA tag.

(It is okay to have two official USDA 840 tags in an animal as long as only one is an EID 
tag. Iowa 4-H and Iowa FFA tags are EID tags.)

Use the Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA tag number for identification 
purposes moving forward.

Both ID’s should be noted on the health paper.

4-H Breeding Beef:  All animals MUST have two forms of identification. Tattoos are required as the primary form of identification. 
	 1.  Tattoo (Both registered and commercial); calfhood vaccination tattoo is not an acceptable primary ID. 

	 2. Calfhood vaccination number, approved 4-H ear tag, or registration number.

FFA Breeding Beef:  All breeding beef must be tattooed on or before May 15. Calfhood vaccination tattoos are not acceptable for 
identification. Freeze/Hot brands are not an acceptable form of identification. Animals may have ear tags but they are not required. 
ALL breeding cattle must also have official individual identification such as Brucellosis (calfhood) vaccination tag with the tattoo, or 

purebred registry tattoo, or USDA approved RFID or 840 series tag.

Is the tag an Official USDA 840 tag? 
Imprinted with: 
•	 AIN (15-digit number starting with 840)
•	 Official Shield



Registered 
Breeding Goat

4H Breeding Does: Breeding Does may use official 
breed registry tattoo OR an approved Iowa 4-H or 
Official USDA 840 tag 
•	Intact meat goats must also have a scrapies tag.  

FFA Breeding Does: Breeding Does may use official 
breed registry tattoo OR an approved Iowa 4-H or 
Official USDA 840 tag 
•	Intact meat goats must also have a scrapies tag.  

Market/Commercial 
Goat 

•	 This is a HELP sheet for tagging only
•	 Refer to the Iowa State Fair Premium Book, the Iowa 4-H 202, and the Iowa FFA 202 for full animal ID, nomination and entry requirements
•	 Each animal must be designated for either Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA, not both. 
•	 Always use the FULL Animal Identification Number (AIN)  15-digit number starting with 840

Iowa State Fair 4-H and FFA Animal Tagging Help Sheet*

MEAT GOAT
*This information only applies to animals for the Iowa State Fair.  County Fair animals need to refer to your local extension office or county fair rules.  

Is the tag an Official USDA 840 tag? 
Imprinted with: 
•	 AIN (15-digit number starting with 840)
•	 Official Shield

Does my animal already 
have an ID tag? 

NO

ALL State Fair 4-H Market/
Commercial Meat Goats must 
have an approved Iowa 4-H or 

Official USDA 840 tag. 
These tags should be acquired 

from your local county 
extension office.

 FFA Market/Commercial 
Meat Goats are required to 

have an approved Iowa FFA or 
Official USDA 840 tag.  These 
tags should be acquired from 

the Iowa State Fair by your 
FFA advisor. 

YES

NO

Remove Tag and replace 
with the appropriate 
Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA 

approved tag.

STOP!
It is illegal to remove an 
Official USDA 840 tag.

YES

Is the tag electronically 
readable? Have an EID 

button?  
(EID buttons are typically thicker than standard buttons 

or backs) 

YES

NO
No other tags 

are needed. 

KEEP the original USDA 840 tag in the animal AND ADD 
the appropriate Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA tag.

(It is okay to have two official USDA 840 tags in an animal as long as only one is an EID 
tag. Iowa 4-H and Iowa FFA tags are EID tags.)

Use the Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA tag number for identification 
purposes moving forward.

Both ID’s should be noted on the health paper.



Registered Breeding Sheep

ALL State Fair 4-H Sheep (market, commercial, and 
purebred breeding) must have an approved Iowa 4-H 
or Official USDA 840 tag
•	Intact sheep (ewes) must also have a scrapies tag.  

FFA Registered Breeding Sheep should carry 
identification according to breed registry guidelines.  
(i.e. registration tattoo, Animal Identification 
Number, etc.)
•	Intact sheep (ewes and rams) must also have a 

scrapies tag.  

Market/Carcass/Commercial Sheep 

•	 This is a HELP sheet for tagging only
•	 Refer to the Iowa State Fair Premium Book, the Iowa 4-H 202, and the Iowa FFA 202 for full animal ID, nomination and entry requirements
•	 Each animal must be designated for either Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA, not both. 
•	 Always use the FULL Animal Identification Number (AIN)  15-digit number starting with 840

Iowa State Fair 4-H and FFA Animal Tagging Help Sheet*

SHEEP
*This information only applies to animals for the Iowa State Fair.  County Fair animals need to refer to your local extension office or county fair rules.  

Is the tag an Official USDA 840 tag? 
Imprinted with: 
•	 AIN (15-digit number starting with 840)
•	 Official Shield

Does my animal already 
have an ID tag? 

NO

ALL State Fair 4-H Sheep 
(Market, Commercial, and 
Purebred Breeding) must 

have an approved Iowa 4-H or 
Official USDA 840 tag. 

These tags should be acquired 
from your local county 

extension office.

 FFA Market/Carcass/
Commercial Sheep are 

required to have an approved 
Iowa FFA or Official USDA 840 

tag.  These tags should be 
acquired from the Iowa State 

Fair by your FFA advisor. 

YES

NO

Remove Tag and replace 
with the appropriate 
Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA 

approved tag.

STOP!
It is illegal to remove an 
Official USDA 840 tag.

YES

Is the tag electronically 
readable? Have an EID 

button?  
(EID buttons are typically thicker than standard buttons 

or backs) 

YES

NO
No other tags 

are needed. 

KEEP the original USDA 840 tag in the animal AND ADD 
the appropriate Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA tag.

(It is okay to have two official USDA 840 tags in an animal as long as only one is an EID 
tag. Iowa 4-H and Iowa FFA tags are EID tags.)

Use the Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA tag number for identification 
purposes moving forward.

Both ID’s should be noted on the health paper.



Market & Breeding Swine

•	 This is a HELP sheet for tagging only
•	 Refer to the Iowa State Fair Premium Book, the Iowa 4-H 202, and the Iowa FFA 202 for full animal ID, nomination and entry requirements
•	 Each animal must be designated for either Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA, not both. 
•	 Always use the FULL Animal Identification Number (AIN)  15-digit number starting with 840

Iowa State Fair 4-H and FFA Animal Tagging Help Sheet*

SWINE
*This information only applies to animals for the Iowa State Fair.  County Fair animals need to refer to your local extension office or county fair rules.  

Is the tag an Official USDA 840 tag? 
Imprinted with: 
•	 AIN (15-digit number starting with 840)
•	 Official Shield

Does my animal already 
have an ID tag? 

NO

ALL State Fair 4-H Swine 
(Breeding and Market) must 

have an approved Iowa 4-H or 
Official USDA 840 tag. 

These tags should be acquired 
from your local county 

extension office.

 All State Fair FFA Swine  
(Breeding, Carcass and 

Market) are required to have 
an approved Iowa FFA or 

Official USDA 840 tag.  
These tags should be acquired 

from the Iowa State Fair by 
your FFA advisor. 

YES

NO

Remove Tag and replace 
with the appropriate 
Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA 

approved tag.

STOP!
It is illegal to remove an 
Official USDA 840 tag.

YES

Is the tag electronically 
readable? Have an EID 

button?  
(EID buttons are typically thicker than standard buttons 

or backs) 

YES

NO
No other tags 

are needed. 

KEEP the original USDA 840 tag in the animal AND ADD 
the appropriate Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA tag.

(It is okay to have two official USDA 840 tags in an animal as long as only one is an EID 
tag. Iowa 4-H and Iowa FFA tags are EID tags.)

Use the Iowa 4-H or Iowa FFA tag number for identification 
purposes moving forward.

Both ID’s should be noted on the health paper.


