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The hue of evening sky, a watercolour blue sunk into its page. 
First stars already out, spills of light from under the drip of blue.  

The men were returning in canoes, reed-woven, with the day’s offering, 
Sliding the balsas up through the reeds to the shore.

Children were running up along the path, climbing the lush hill,
Past us, the unknowing players in their game, in their laughter, saying 

‘Gringo! Gringo! We have lodging for the night, only 20 pesos!’
Running back towards their homes of stone, brushed into the green.

That present was perfect, the children running in continuous completion. 
To open it again, to try see the stars on the paper before me

Is to strain it, strain it into blankness: 
The complete erasure, a page feels over and over.

Isla del Sol, Lago Titicaca, 2008

Sean MacGinty

ABSTRACT: Remembering an evening in Isla del Sol, Lago Titicaca while traveling through Bolivia

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE:  Sean MacGinty works in the education NGO sector in South Africa. He is also a writer and poet, and lives in 

Cape Town. He has had poetry published in New Contrast: The South African Literary Journal, New Coin, LitNet and Daily Maverick in South 

Africa, as well as the Latin American Literary Review.


