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Fractions % Ref. % Conc. Conc. g/L
Albumin 54.0 59.8-72.4 43.0 35.0- 50.0
Alpha 1 24 1.0- 3.2 1.9 1.0- 4.0
Alpha 2 10.6 74-12.6 8.4 5.0- 11.0
Beta 9.6 7.5-12.9 7.7 6.0- 12.0
Gamma 234 8.0-158 18.6 5.0- 15.0 HIGH

A: Raindrop skull: This X-ray skull is from a 78-
year-old lady who presented with back pain. It
shows numerous well-circumscribed 'punched out'
lytic lesions of various sizes scattered throughout
the skull. On the x-ray, these lesions resemble
raindrops hitting a surface and splashing, leaving a
random pattern of dark spots, hence is classically
described as a ‘raindrop skull’.

B: M spike: This is the serum protein
electrophoresis profile of the patient. It shows a
dense monoclonal band in the gamma region.

Anuradhapura Medical Journal

These two investigations suggest the underlying
diagnosis of Multiple myeloma. Other supportive
investigations were raised Erythrocyte
Sedimentation Rate and calcium levels, and
normochromic normocytic anaemia with excessive
rouleaux formation in the blood picture. The
diagnosis of multiple myeloma was confirmed with
a bone marrow examination which showed more
than 10% plasma cells.
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