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I refer to articles with the above heading in the Ceylon
Medical Journal (1,2,3,4). In the letters (2,3,4) the authors
are exchanging views on high moral grounds bordering on
spirituality, while ignoring the realistic situation in Sri Lanka.
1 would like to inform readers about-why reducing abortlm
should be a public health issue in Sri Lanka.
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. According to a recent survey (6) the m;
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completed family (7%), poverty (13.2%), local or
employment (14.6%), children adult (7%) and
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The majority (>96%) of abortions in Sri Lanka occur
in married women. The single most important factor for
abortion in Sri Lanka is the unmet need for contraception.
This is a tragedy, as by resorting to an illegal practice they
are jeopardising their health and quality of life.
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Currently the government of Sri Lanka is considering - issue. Ceylon

legalising abortion for specific reasons. The reasons are,

for genetic abnormality of the fetus and when the 3. pns is a public

pregnancy has occurred from rape or incest. Unfortunately, -

these reasons are not the reasons for which women seek 4, s issue. Ceylon

abortion in Sri Lanka (6). The government hopes that by

legalisation the morbidity and morlahty associated with 5. wre. Lecture

illegal unsterile abortions performed by non-medical people i _ - Colombo,

would fall appreciably. But legalisation for the given k.
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