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Editorial Foreword

We can define “Research” as an organized and systematic way of finding answers to questions 
by gathering the needed information. General thinking about research is that it is a laboratory 
activity where scientists are apparently doing some experiments. It is not totally correct. Research 
is simply the process of finding solutions to a problem after thorough study and analysis of the 
situational factors. In research, researches follow a system or a procedure in an organized way. 
Hence not only researchers have to do the study in a systematic approach but also that system 
should be known to the readers of his/ her research study. 

Research proposal is the most important document in planning a research. A research proposal is 
the document that plans how and in which way a research will be conducted. Research proposals 
contain extensive literature reviews. Research proposal must offer convincing support to plan 
the research and its execution. Also it must provide a reasonable justification for the research 
theme/ topic. It means the theme/topic for which research study is being proposed should be 
sound enough to conduct a worthy research. The proposal must describe a detailed research 
method for conducting the research such as research approach, research strategy, data collection 
method, data analysis techniques and reporting system. 

It is important to note that when writing a proposal it is well to assume that reader of the 
proposal is interested to find out the answers of following questions; what do researcher want to 
do, how much will it cost, how much time will it take, what has already been done in the area 
of the project, how do researcher plan to do it and how will the results be evaluated.  

The Journal of Agricultural Sciences expanded its publication policy and publication ethics and 
the new policy is appeared in the journal website. Editors of JAS is devoted  not to make any 
kind of discrimination to the authors on the  grounds of gender, age, experience, social status, 
occupation, sexual orientation, working institution, colour of the skin, religious or political 
beliefs, ethnic or geographical origin. All the papers published by the JAS are solely on merit 
basis.    

In conclusion, I am pleased to express my sincere thanks to Dr (Ms) Chandrika Dissnayake, 
Coordinating Editor for her valuable contribution in coordinating the editorial work of this 
issue of the Journal of Agricultural Sciences. Also, I would like to pay my sincere thanks to Mr. 
Prasad C Iddamalgoda for his valuable assistance in computer settings of the journal. Further, 
I would like to extend my appreciation to the authors from different parts of the world who 
have kept their trust on the Journal of Agricultural Sciences and the reviewers for their valuable 
contribution in selecting the best manuscripts for publishing in our journal.  Also my deepest 
thanks must go to Ms Sioux Cumming , Programme officer of INASP, Oxford, UK for her 
valuable guidance in improving the quality of the journal. At last, not the least I must appriciate 
Dr. P. K. Dissanayaka, Senior Lecturer of the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, Sabaragamuwa 
University of Sri Lanka for preparing a detailed author’s guideline which enhance the quality 
of the JAS further. 

Prof Rohana P Mahaliyanaarachchi
Editor in Chief 
01st September 2013     


