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Continuous grading of postgraduate trainees’ performance reflects their success
at the end of training formal assessment: a single-centre experience
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Introduction: The web-based histopathology reporting system (WBHRS) used in the unit for routine
histopathology reporting is utilized to monitor and evaluate the daily work of postgraduate trainees
(PGT) by a continuous grading (CG) system.

Objectives: To assess the association between the CG of the PGT by the trainers and the results of
the end of training formal assessment (ETFA) conducted by the Post Graduate Institute of Medicine,
University of Colombo.

Methodology: Reporting pathologists routinely assess each case reported by trainees with regard to
the macroscopy, microscopy, diagnostic approach/accuracy and overall report writing, considering
both the complexity of the case and level of training, using a predesigned four-scale grading system
(excellent-A, good-B, average-C, below average-D). The data from January 2018 to April 2022 were
collected from the WBHSR. The association between CG and success at the ETFA was assessed using
an odds ratio.

Results: The performance of fourteen PGT (2-MDpart-1, 5-MDpart-Il, 7-post MD) was included in the
study. A total of 8019 cases were rated as A-117, B-3296, C-4381 and D-225. Twelve PGT got through
MD part-1, and all seven got through MD part-Il in their first attempt. Compared to PGT having “C”
or “D” grades, those having “A” or “B” grades showed an odds ratio of 1.7 (1.4-4.0, P<0.001) of being
successful at the ETFA.

Discussion and conclusion: The grades obtained during the training are a reliable indicator of the
PGT'’s success at the ETFA. Therefore, if the WBHRS system is updated to alert the trainers on the
PGT who obtain a higher number of “D” grades, this can be used as a guide for periodic counselling
of the underperforming PGT to improve their weaknesses.
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