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[Issues Impacting English Language Learning among Senior
Secondary Students in Rural Schools]

Absract

Inthemodernera, theworldisdeveloping
a globally interconnected economy
alongside political networks, making it
essential for learners to develop strong
communication and problem-solving
skills, for which the English language
has become an indispensable medium.
Although English has been taught as
a compulsory second language since
1943, a significant majority of the
student population, particularly senior
secondary students in rural schools,
has failed to achieve proficiency - a
situation far more prevalent in rural
areas than in urban ones. This study
employed a mixed-methods research
approach to analytically investigate the
problems affecting English language
learning among these students, utilizing
questionnaires and interviews as primary
instruments and written sources for
secondary data. The research sample,
selected via simple random sampling,

Madugalle Sudaththa'
Kukurampola Suneetha®

consisted of five principals, five teachers
of Grades 10 and 11, and 80 senior
secondary students from Category 02
schools within the Buttala Education
Division of the Monaragala District.
Quantitative data were analyzed using
tables, charts, and percentages, while
qualitative data were analyzed through
thematic analysis. The findings revealed
that English achievement levels among
these students are below 50%, with a
vast majority expressing dissatisfaction
with their marks. Furthermore, the
study identified a critical lack of use of
learning aids and a heavy reliance on the
traditional lecture-discussion method.
To address these issues, the research
suggests that teachers emphasize the
value of English to students, increase
the use of instructional aids, assess
performance across all four language
skills, and implement feedback
programs and subject-related workshops
to enhance overall student achievement.
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