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Abstract

In the Hindu tradition, the Trimurti
— Brahma, Vishnu, and Maheshvara
(Shiva) — is a principal concept. In this
triad, Brahma is regarded as the creator
of the world. Vishnu is the preserver
who sustains the world properly. The
destruction of the world is attributed to
Ishvara, or Maheshvara (Shiva). Within
this concept, Vishnu performs a highly
significant role: the preservation of the
world. Sustaining the world requires
greater attention than creation or
destruction; otherwise, the world would
face destruction before its appointed
time. According to the Vaishnava
tradition, the method employed by
Vishnu to carry out this function of
preservation is through his avatars
(incarnations).

The concept of the Dashavatara (Ten
Avatars) is first seen in the eighteen
Puranas, traditionally believed to
have been composed by Vyasa. These
texts compile various legends and
mythological concepts found in Indian
literature. Among this is the concept of
Vishnu’s ten avatars. The ten avatars of
Vishnu are listed as Matsya (the Fish),
Kurma (the Tortoise), Varaha (the Boar),
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Narasimha (the Man-Lion), Vamana (the
Dwarf), Parashurama, Krishna, Rama,
Buddha, and Kalki. Of these ten, nine
are believed to have already appeared.
The only remaining avatar yet to appear
is Kalki, who is said to manifest during
the Kali Yuga (the present age).

An avatar (incarnation) is understood as
a divine manifestation or embodiment of
a god descending from the divine realm
to the earthly world. These incarnations
take birth in the human world to bring
about positive change and improve
the state of the world. The concept of
Avatars is directly associated with
Vishnu’s character. As the preserver of
the world, Vishnu manifests in different
forms during various ages when
unrighteousness (adharma) becomes
powerful, in order to destroy adharma
and reestablish righteousness (dharma).

Notably, when examining this popular
concept of the Dashavatara, it appears
to reflect a gradual progression
resembling biological evolution. The
tendency to associate the earliest state
of the universe with a primordial watery
condition is also a characteristic feature
of the Indian philosophical tradition.
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