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Abstract

A pond can be observed near the main
entrance pavilion situated on the four
cardinal directions of the Abhayagiri
Stupa. As this pond had not been
subjected to scientific excavation or
proper conservation, archaeological
excavations of the pond located on the
eastern side were commenced in March
2025. The initial phase of the excavation
was completed in September of the
same year. During this process, several
architecturally and archaeologically
significant features were uncovered.
In October, conservation work was
carried out using stone slabs found
within the pond in order to protect the
structural features such as the steps and
embankments. During this process,
a portion of a stone inscription was
discovered near the steps. This research
is conducted with the aim of examining
whether the content of the inscription
can contribute to understanding the

functional usage of the pond. The
primary objective of this study is to
analyze the findings revealed through
the excavation of the pond at Abhayagiri
Monastery and to examine the content
of the stone inscription. The research
methodology is based on primary
source analysis, field observation,
and comparative study, employing a
qualitative approach. The exact shape
of the excavated pond has not yet been
clearly determined. Two entrances to the
pond can be identified: a main entrance
with a pavilion on the eastern side and
a secondary entrance on the southern
side. Based on the paleographic features
of the script, the discovered inscription
can be dated approximately to the 3rd
century CE, and it consists of four lines
of writing. Although the information
revealed is limited, it can be concluded
that these findings will be highly
significant for future studies related to
the history of Abhayagiri.
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