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Editorial
This Review follows in the wake of considerable political change in the UK. An inconclusive general election in May 2010 led to a
coalition between the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats, the popularity of which is already proving to be contentious, as
respective election manifestos have to bow to austerity measures. The figures reported in this Review show that 2010 was
generally a year of recovery, but the impact of public expenditure cuts is yet to be felt. 

Welsh Economic Review

The last Review focussed on Green
Energy – a topic likely to have relevance
for many years to come. This issue has
an equally important and related focus:
Wales’ food sector. While agriculture
makes only a small contribution to
Welsh gross value added, it is crucial in
terms of stewardship of the landscape
and because of its interconnectedness
with the food and drink sectors in
Wales; all of which have the potential to
participate in Wales’ sustainable future.

This issue’s interview is with Elin Jones
AM, the Welsh Assembly Government
Minister for Rural Affairs. While
understanding the value of Welsh red
meat exports she is mindful of the need
to increase local food awareness and
consumption in the interests of

sustainability. Late last year she
launched a new food strategy ‘Food for
Wales, Food from Wales  2010-2020’
which faces this challenge and others. 

This Review also features three articles.
Peter Midmore of Aberystwyth
University examines the contribution of
the agri-food sector to the Welsh
Economy with particular reference to
the impact on employment of sector
supply chain relationships. He concludes
that the growth of food exports may not
deliver prosperity in a sustainable
manner, while encouraging local
consumption of local produce might.
This chimes with Calvin Jones’ view in
the Political Economy section. 

In the second article by Kevin Morgan of

Cardiff University, the two themes of
food and social well-being are examined
by plotting the history and development
of school meals provision from the
1880s to the present day; the most
recent improvements to which are
threatened by impending cuts in public
expenditure, and the change in the
political landscape. 

Melanie Jones, David Blackaby and Phil
Murphy of Swansea University in their
article ‘Childhood Obesity in Wales’
report the initial results of their work
which compares the occurrence of
obesity at the UK level and within Wales,
and the relationships between childhood
and adult obesity. 
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