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Garry Bertholf is a Ph.D. candidate and William Fontaine Fellow of Africana Studies at the 

University of Pennsylvania, where he received his A.M. in Jazz and Popular Music Studies; he 

received his B.A. with honors in Music and African-American Studies from Colby College, and 

has studied at the Curtis Institute of Music and South African College of Music at the University 

of Cape Town. Bertholf, who is Assistant Teaching Professor of Africana Studies at Drexel 

University, was a Critical Writing Teaching Fellow of Africana Studies at the University of 

Pennsylvania and Preceptor of African American Studies at Princeton University. 

 

Raphael Dalleo is Assistant Professor of English at Florida Atlantic University. His most recent 

book is Caribbean Literature and the Public Sphere: From the Plantation to the Postcolonial 

(University of Virginia Press, 2011), which gives a comparative literary history of the region. He 

is also coauthor of The Latino/a Canon and the Emergence of Post-Sixties Literature (Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2007), a study of the relationship of politics and the market to contemporary 

literature from the Hispanic Caribbean diaspora. He has published many reviews of scholarly 

work, and is the review editor of Anthurium.  

 

Marta Fernández Campa is a Fulbright grantee and a doctoral candidate in the Department of 

English at the University of Miami. Her dissertation focuses on alternative ways of archiving 

(counter) memory embedded in the work of contemporary visual artists and writers from the 

region and the United Kingdom. She has presented at conferences in the Caribbean, the U.S. and 

Europe.  

 

Curdella Forbes is a writer, and a professor of Caribbean Literature at Howard University. Her 

publications include a critical study, From Nation to Diaspora: Samuel Selvon, George Lamming 

and the Cultural Performance of Gender (UWI Press 2005); fictional works Songs of Silence 

(Heinemann 2002); Flying with Icarus (Walker 2003); A Permanent Freedom (Peepal Tree 

2008); and Ghosts (Peepal Tree forthcoming 2012). Her essays have appeared in several peer-

reviewed journals. Her research interests include Caribbean literature and theory, migration and 

diaspora, postcolonial Shakespeares, and popular culture. 
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Donette A. Francis is an Associate Professor in the Department of English at Binghamton 

University.  A graduate of New York University’s American Studies Program, Fictions of 

Feminine Citizenship: Sexuality and the Nation in Contemporary Caribbean Literature (2010) is 

her first monograph. She is currently at work on her second book project, “The Novel 1960s: 

Form and Sensibilities in Caribbean Literary Culture,” an intellectual history of the 1960s.  Her 

published articles appear in numerous journals including: Small Axe: A Journal of Caribbean 

Criticism, Research in African Literatures and Black Renaissance/Renaissance Noir. 

 

Rhonda Frederick teaches Caribbean and African Diaspora Literary Studies at Boston College, 

where she also directs its African & African Diaspora Studies Program. Her research interests 

include contemporary popular fiction, Anglophone Caribbean literatures, literatures of the 

African Diaspora, Post-colonial Studies, Cultural Studies, and narratives of migration.  She is the 

author of“Colón Man a Come”: Mythographies of Panamá Canal Migration (Lexington Books, 

2005) and articles published in peer-reviewed journals and anthologies. 

 

Sobeira Latorre is an Assistant Professor of Spanish at Southern Connecticut State University, 

where she teaches Spanish and the literatures and cultures of the Hispanic Caribbean. She has 

presented at numerous national and international conferences and has published in the journals 

Life Writing, Meridians: feminism, race, transnationalism, Latino Studies, and Sargasso.   

 

Katherine Miranda is currently dissertating on contemporary alternative Caribbean 

literatures—a comparative study of spoken word in Trinidad and Tobago and blogging in Cuba. 

She is a doctoral candidate in the English Department at the University of Puerto Rico, Río 

Piedras.   

 

Jeannine Murray-Román is a Visiting Assistant Professor of French at Reed College. Her 

current book project, “Touching the Distance: Performance in Contemporary Caribbean 

Writing,” places the Anglophone, Francophone and Hispanophone literary traditions of the 

Caribbean in conversation around the question of how performance practices inform the 

aesthetics and politics of contemporary Caribbean writing. She has published articles on Ernest 
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Pépin and Tassadit Imache in the International Journal of Francophone Studies and The French 

Review. 

 

April Shemak is Associate Professor of English at Sam Houston State University where she 

teaches postcolonial and US ethnic literatures. She has published articles in Modern Fiction 

Studies, Postcolonial Text and Textual Practice. Her book Asylum Speakers: Caribbean 

Refugees and Testimonial Discourse was published by Fordham University Press in 2011. She is 

an Associate Editor of the Blackwell Encyclopedia of Postcolonial Studies (forthcoming). 
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