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The Smithonian Ins¥tution has long been one of the most important arenas for arcbaeological re-
search in the United States and around the world. Through the Institution’s Bureau of American
Ethnology and later througb its Department of Anthropology, the science of anthropology and
archaeology have made great strides over these many years. However, it seems, the role of the
Smithsonian Institution as a leader in the anthropological sciences is now being threatened by a
planned reorganization program of Secretary Small, the new head of the Smithsonian Institution.
Horror stories concerning the reorganization of the Smithsonian’s Department of Anthropology, the
future of i% collections and archives, and the scientists there attending to anthropological and ar-
chaeological research are filtering out each day. There is the prospect that some of the cesearch
thrusts of the Department of Anthropology will be dramatically affected. There is the possibility that
private funding sources and support will be solicited thus making the future of Smithsonian anthro-
pological science beholding to the private sector rather than being supported by the Federal govem-
ment which was one of its responsibilities. Colleagues have written and called about this eventual-
ity. It is my hope that all will take this as a wamning of the possibility that the anthropological sci-
ences are now under attack by Smithsonian bean counters. I urge the readership of the BHA to write
Secretary Small dicectly (Smithsonian Institution, Washington D. C. 20560) to indicate your opposi-
tion to the impending changes now expected.

Douglas R. Givens, Editor
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