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Introduction: While patient and public involvement (PPI) is increasingly required by policymakers 

and funding agencies, the vast amount of literature on this topic makes it difficult for stakeholders 

who are at the beginning of their journey to find guidance on conceptual frameworks, successful 

methods, and good examples for PPI in contexts/settings similar to their own. Although there are 

various conceptual frameworks available, especially for PPI in research [1], little is known about 

which conceptual frameworks are successfully being implemented in health care practice. 

Recently, [2] highlighted different theoretical traditions and the need to further develop theory-

driven approaches to guide the process of involvement in more strategic ways.   

Objectives: The overarching goal of this mapping review is to identify systematic reviews on PPI 

in health care practice worldwide to:   

1. further examine the different conceptualizations of PPI in health care used in the literature (i.e., 

definitions, models, frameworks);  

2. provide an overview of the methods used to promote and implement PPI in health care;  

3. provide an overview of contextual factors such as:   

- the settings in which PPI is implemented in health care;   

- the demographic characteristics of the patients and the publics involved;  

- the desired, achieved and reported outcomes of PPI; and   

- the outcomes used to measure the effectiveness of PPI.   

Method and preliminary results: Methodologically, a mapping review design was chosen to give 

an overview of findings, identify research gaps in the field and to provide the audience with intuitive 

and accessible visualisations. This review is co-designed and carried out in partnership with a 

patient (JB), who is also an active volunteer, representative and chair of a patient organization.   

In December 2021, the study was registered on the Open Science Forum (https://osf.io/9b5j3) and 

an initial search on PubMed, Cinahl and PsycInfo resulted in 3763 articles after deduplication. Titles 

and abstracts were screened independently by 2 reviewers (VC, JB) and 95 articles were selected 

for full-text review. 35 articles were included in the study for detailed data extraction (VC, IB, JB). 
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The themes covered in the articles range from PPI in the education and skills training of health 

care staff, PPI in design, development and evaluation of health care services and products, quality 

improvement, patient safety, infectious disease control, crisis management, mental health and 

health promotion. While data extraction has been completed, data synthesis is still ongoing at the 

time of abstract submission. An updated search is planned for December 2022. With this mapping 

review of systematic reviews, we hope to provide an overview of the field and some guidance to 

those wanting to involve patients, caregivers and the public in their upcoming projects.   
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