
Contemporary Hispanic and Lusophone Cultures

Series Editors
L. Elena Delgado, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Niamh Thornton, University of Liverpool

Series Editorial Board
Jo Labanyi, New York University

Chris Perriam, University of Manchester
Paul Julian Smith, CUNY Graduate Center

This series aims to provide a forum for new research on modern and contemporary 
hispanic and lusophone cultures and writing. The volumes published in 
Contemporary Hispanic and Lusophone Cultures reflect a wide variety of critical 
practices and theoretical approaches, in harmony with the intellectual, cultural 
and social developments that have taken place over the past few decades. All 
manifestations of contemporary hispanic and lusophone culture and expression are 
considered, including literature, cinema, popular culture, theory. The volumes in the 
series will participate in the wider debate on key aspects of contemporary culture.

6 Ann Davies, Spanish Spaces: Landscape, Space and Place in  
Contemporary Spanish Culture

7 Edgar Illas, Thinking Barcelona: Ideologies of a Global City 

8 Joan Ramon Resina, Iberian Modalities: A Relational Approach to the  
Study of Culture in the Iberian Peninsula

9 Bruno Carvalho, Porous City: A Cultural History of Rio de Janeiro  
(from the 1810s Onward) 

10 Javier Krauel, Imperial Emotions: Cultural Responses to Myths of Empire  
in Fin-de-Siècle Spain

11 Luis Moreno-Caballud, translated by Linda Grabner, Cultures of Anyone:  
Studies on Cultural Democratization in the Spanish Neoliberal Crisis

12 H. Rosi Song, Lost in Transition: Constructing Memory in Contemporary Spain

13 Andrés Zamora, Featuring Post-National Spain: Film Essays

14 Paul Julian Smith, Dramatized Societies: Quality Television in Spain and Mexico

15 Joan Ramon Resina, The Ghost in the Constitution:  
Historical Memory and Denial in Spanish Society

16 José Colmeiro, Peripheral Visions/Global Sounds: From Galicia to the World

17 Regina Galasso, Translating New York: The City’s Languages  
in Iberian Literatures

18 Daniel F. Silva, Anti-Empire: Decolonial Interventions in Lusophone Literatures



Postgrowth Imaginaries

New Ecologies and 
Counterhegemonic Culture  

in Post-2008 Spain

L u I S  I .  P r á d a n o S

L I V ER POOL U N I V ER SI T Y PR ESS



First published 2018 by 
Liverpool University Press 

4 Cambridge Street 
Liverpool 
L69 7ZU

Copyright © 2018 Luis I. Prádanos

The right of Luis I. Prádanos to be identified as the author of this book 
has been asserted by him in accordance with the Copyright, Designs 

and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 

electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 
without the prior written permission of the publisher.

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication data 
A British Library CIP record is available

print ISBN 978-1-78694-134-3 cased 
epdf ISBN 978-1-78694-936-3

Typeset in Borges by 
Carnegie Book Production, Lancaster



a Esperanza, daniela y Luna. Tres generaciones de mujeres 
fuertes que mejoran el mundo con su energía positiva. 

 
To all beings, present and past, that have contributed  

to the vitality of the biotic community of Earth. 





Acknowledgments ix

Introduction 1

Environmental Humanities in the Anthropocene 5

The Dominant Imaginary of Economic Growth and Its Social 
and Ecological Crises 11

Environmental Cultural Studies: Challenging Neoliberal 
Fantasies to Overcome the Crisis of Political Imagination 21

Part I: Spanish Culture and Postgrowth Economics

Chapter 1. Towards an Ecocritical Approach to the Spanish Neoliberal Crisis  37

1.1. Cultural Responses to the Spanish Neoliberal Crisis and 
the Global Ecocritical Turn 37

1.1.1. Social and Ecological Context 40
1.1.2. Culture of Transition and Culture of Crisis: Historical 

Iterations of the Growth Imaginary in Spain 47
1.1.3. Post-Development: Towards a Decolonial Spanish 

Cultural Approach 49

1.2. Spanish Ecocriticism and Ecological Economics:  
A Great Duet 55

1.2.1. Ecological Economics 59
1.2.2. The Proliferation of Iberian Socioecological Essays 61

1.3. Challenging Acceleration and Techno-Optimism: The Case 
for a Euro-Mediterranean Degrowth-Inspired Ecocriticism 76

1.3.1. Degrowth and the Slow Movement 77
1.3.2. Questioning Acceleration and Techno-Optimism 81

Contents
Contents



Postgrowth Imaginariesviii

Part II: urban Ecologies

Chapter 2. Urban Ecocriticism and Spanish Cultural Studies 91

2.1. Spanish Urban Ecocriticism 91
2.1.1. Metabolic Rift and Urban Metabolism 96
2.1.2. Towards Postgrowth Urban Imaginaries 100

2.2. Interpretative Typology 102
2.2.1. The Crisis of the Urban Growth Machine:  

Challenging Petromodernity 102
2.2.2. Urban Collapse and Post-Petroleum Futures 116
2.2.3. Non-Urban Spaces and Neo-Ruralization: Escaping 

the Urban Growth Machine? 126
2.2.4. Postgrowth Urban Imaginaries: Imagining and 

Performing the Ecopolis 145

Part III: Waste, disaster, refugees, and nonhuman agency

Chapter 3. Nonhuman Agency and the Political Ecology of Waste 165

3.1. Politics and Aesthetics of Garbage in Post-2008  
Spanish Culture 181

3.2. Soft Pollution, Social Metabolism, and Surplus Population  194

Chapter 4. Disaster Fiction, the Pedagogy of Catastrophe, and the 
Dominant Imaginary 209

4.1. El barco 213

4.2. The Impossible 219

Conclusion. The Global rise of Postgrowth Imaginaries 231

Selected Bibliography 239
Index   243


