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President’s Column
by Kevin Smith

have just returned from the 
American Library Associa-
tion’s 2014 National Library 

Legislative Day in Washington, 
D.C, and I give a big thanks 
to Martha Hutzel of Central 
Rappahannock Regional Library 
who bravely took up the mantle 
this year as Virginia’s Federal Leg-
islative Coordinator. I also very 
much appreciate the delegation 
of Virginia librarians who assisted 
Martha in her lobbying efforts, 
including delegates Christie Hoer-
neman, Mutahara Mobashar, Mar-
garet Howard, Jacqueline Sullivan, 
James Sanderson, Katie Hoskins, 
Alan Sonner, Suzanna Panter, Lisa 
Varga, Laura Horne-Popp, and 
Tina McPherson. The ALA legisla-
tive agenda not only consisted of 
budget appropriations such as In-
novative Approaches to Literacy 
(IAL) and the Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA), but also 
involved legislation about early 
learning, E-Rate discounts, school 
libraries, cyber privacy and surveil-
lance, network neutrality, work-
force investment, and open access 
to research and information. 

These visits to Capitol Hill al-
ways make me realize that we as 
library advocates are constantly 
having to sell our “product,” 
which is the fact that libraries and 
librarians are essential to the vital-
ity of the communities we serve. 
We are part of the educational in-
frastructure and facilitators of the 
democratic process. We are forums 
for intellectual pursuits and public 
discussions. 

Recently I was distressed by 
two comments I heard from peo-
ple who were unaware of what 

twenty-first century libraries are 
actually all about. The first came 
from a wealthy retired septuage-
narian businessman who thought 
libraries were obsolete and that 
the Lancaster County community 
he recently moved into should not 
waste their money and should sim-
ply let the local library die. Thank-
fully he went on to tell me that 
he had a change of heart when 
he saw how vital the Lancaster 

Community Library is to his new 
home. The second was a comment 
I heard from a thirty-something 
young urban professional who, 
when told about the new Henrico 
County Public Library that is being 
built off of Staples Mill Road in 
Richmond, said “What do public 
libraries have to offer, do they have 
computers or Wi-Fi, do they offer 
technology classes, can you down-
load books?” I was thankful for the 
young mother who actually uses 
the library who informed him that 
they did have all that and more. 

Apparently neither one of these 
gentlemen, with a forty-year age 
difference, had actually been in 
a public library for a very long 
while. Both are tax-paying voters 
and influential members of their 

communities, but neither one at 
first knew the value of their local 
libraries. Somewhere along the line 
they had failed to learn the value 
of modern libraries or, if they did, 
the lesson had not resonated with 
them. Perhaps they saw libraries 
as merely a warehouse for donated 
books or an antiquated form of 
social service. Either way, both sce-
narios stress the importance of get-
ting our message out to our com-
munity stakeholders and policy 
makers in a way that is understood 
and actually means something. 
We must sell the product that is 
Library and Information Services. 

By the time this article is writ-
ten we may still be waiting for the 
General Assembly to pass a state 
budget, but many library direc-
tors and deans have just finished 
months of selling our products 
and services by way of fiscal year 
2015 budget work sessions, pre-
sentations, and negotiations with 
boards of supervisors, city coun-
cils, and the provost office. As ex-
hausting as it sometimes can be, 
advocacy and product promotion 
is the name of the game, especially 
in working with and “educating” a 
new generation of legislators and 
policy makers — many of whom do 
not use libraries or only view them 
as a discretionary expenditure. 

Recently I have reminded local 
and federal elected officials that 
their constituents use libraries. The 
soccer mom, the business execu-
tive, the local lawyer, and mem-
bers of the armed services all use 
the library, as well as those patrons 
who might be poor, homeless, or 
underprivileged. We are not just 
another public social service. Over 
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the last couple of years my mantra 
has been that libraries are part of 
the local educational infrastruc-
ture. We are part of the allied 
forces in partnership with local 
schools and colleges in educating 
our mutual students. In the words 
of Henry Ward Beecher, clergyman 
and abolitionist, “A library is not a 
luxury, but one of the necessities of 
life.” 

Selling our line and promoting 
what we do is not just a once a year 
affair but something we must con-
stantly do. The great thing is that it 
does not have to be formal presen-
tations or meetings with legislators. 
Everywhere we go we can tell our 
story, demonstrate the cool prod-
ucts we have via our smart phones 
or tablets, and talk about our pro-
grams. The product we believe in 
because it really works is Library 
and Information Services. VL

Guidelines for Submissions to Virginia Libraries

  1. 	Virginia Libraries seeks to publish articles and reviews of interest to the 
library community in Virginia. Articles and interviews reporting research, 
library programs and events, information of particular interest to libraries 
in Virginia, and opinion pieces are all considered for publication. Queries 
are encouraged. Brief announcements and press releases should be distrib-
uted via the VLA listservs and blog (www.vla.org).

  2. 	Please submit manuscripts via email as attachments in Microsoft Word, 
rich text, or plain text format. Articles should be double-spaced with any 
bibliographic notes occurring at the end of the article. Please avoid using 
the automatic note creation function provided by some word processing 
programs.

  3. 	Work published in Virginia Libraries conforms to the latest edition of the 
Chicago Manual of Style and Webster’s Third New International Dictionary, 
Unabridged. Accepted pieces are subject to editing for style and clarity. 
Authors will be consulted on points of fact.

  4. 	Articles should generally fall within the range of 750–3,000 words. Please 
query the editors before submitting any work of greater length.

  5. 	Reviews should consider works produced by Virginia creators or concerning 
Virginia subjects that have been published within the last two years. The 
reviewed works can appeal to any age or audience or appear in any format 
or area of the arts, sciences, and humanities. Reviews generally fall within 
the range of 500–1,500 words and must include a bibliographic citation in 
Chicago style and an evaluative statement supported by evidence from the 
text. Please query the editors before writing or submitting a review.

  6. 	All work submitted for consideration will be reviewed by the editors and 
may be refereed by the editorial board. Material not selected for publication 
will be returned within three months.

  7. 	VLA holds the copyright on all material published in Virginia Libraries. Con-
tributors receive one copy of the issue in which their work appears.

  8. 	Illustrations are encouraged and should be submitted whenever appropri-
ate to accompany a manuscript. Hard-copy illustrations will be returned if 
requested in advance. Digital images should have a resolution of at least 300 
dpi. Authors are responsible for securing legal permission to publish photo-
graphs and other illustrations.

  9. 	Each contributor should provide a brief sketch of professional accomplish-
ments of no more than fifty words that includes current title, affiliation, and 
email address. Unless specified otherwise, this information will be shared 
with readers of Virginia Libraries. Physical addresses should also be provided 
for the mailing of contributors’ copies.

10.	Email manuscripts and queries to both Beth DeFrancis Sun, defrancb@
georgetown.edu, and John Connolly, jpconnolly@crimson.ua.edu. Please 
be sure to include both editors.

11.	Virginia Libraries is published quarterly. The deadlines for submission are 
November 1 for Number 1, January/February/March; February 1 for Number 
2, April/May/June; May 1 for Number 3, July/August/September; and August 
1 for Number 4, October/November/December. VL
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