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Here in we are presenting two patients of intake of 

azithromycin, the macrolide antibiotic which usually has 

an immune modulatory
[2,3]

 effects in chronic 

inflammatory lungs conditions including bronchial 

asthma , in the mother and the son in a retrospective 

study. The mother 70 years old has mild bronchial 

asthma and took azithromycin & got an acute attack and 

was easily managed. The son took azithromycin some 10 

years later & had expiratory rhonchi & chest discomfort, 

easily manageable, but he got maculopapular rash all 

over the body which healed by desquamation in a month 

or so (no mucous membrane involved). That also shows 

genetic angle in azithromycin caused drug reaction. Also 

the reaction in our two patients is not consonant with the 

previous study
[2]

, which describes azithromycin as 

immune modulatory and reduces bronchial hyper-

responsiveness and neutrophilic airway inflammation in 

children. On searching the net the present two cases with 

reaction to as ezithromycin seems to be the 1
st
 world 

literature. 
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Dear Sir, 

Drugs should be used carefully in asthmatics as many drugs can trigger asthma; like aspirin and non steroidal anti 

inflammatory drugs (N.S.A.I.D.S) which can even cause acute anaphylaxis and  shock
[1]

 and if taken at night more 

problem for patient because of difficult access to the physician; however many can take these drugs without any 

problem. Some drugs like ACE-inhibitors used for hypertension like analapril, telmesartan, captopril, lisinopril 

etc. and beta blockers which usually cause cough which is already irritating for the asthmatics. In cardiac problems 

beta blockers and also in eye drops can trigger asthma attacks. 

 


