Home-Based Business

Purposes. The purposes of the Home-Based Business bylaw are to provide for the conduct of
home occupations in a residential or mixed-use district while preserving the residential
character of the premises and preventing adverse effects on the neighborhood.

Applicability. A Home-Based Business shall be allowed by right as shown in TABLE 1 if it meets
the requirements of this Section 8.3.

Definitions. See Section 2 Definitions herein for definitions of: Home-Based Business and Gross
Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) and Outdoor Storage.

Basic Requirements.

The business use is subordinate to the primary residential use of the premises. No
more than 20 percent of the gross floor area of the dwelling and any accessory
structures, up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet of gross floor area, shall be
used for the home-based business. Other than as specified in Items D.5, 6, 7,
and 8, there shall be no visible evidence of the home-based business from the
street or an adjacent lot. A home-based business shall be conducted entirely
indoors within the principal dwelling on the lot or a building accessory thereto.

There shall be no outdoor storage associated with the home-based business. Accessory
structures such as sheds, detached garages, and barns may be used for unheated storage of
the home-based business’s stock in trade, commodities, tools, equipment, or products.

Not more than one non-resident shall be employed on the premises at any time, and the
maximum number of customers on the premises at any given time shall not exceed the
number that can be accommodated in one passenger vehicle.

The maximum number of off-street parking spaces for employee and customer parking shall
be two.

Off-street parking spaces for vehicles and trailer associated with the home-based business shall not be
located within the standard zoning setbacks of the property except for those on already existing
driveways or established parking areas at such time as the home-based business is established.
No additional curb cuts are permitted. (Amended 11-16-15)

There shall be no outside parking of more than two Class 3 motor vehicles and no motor
vehicles rated Class 4 and above as defined by gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR), and
no more than one registered trailer with a maximum bed length of 18 feet, associated with the
home-based business. (Added 11-16-15)

There shall be no change in the exterior appearance of the dwelling or accessory building used
for the home-based business. Any new building constructed for the business shall not
deviate from the residential character of the area. No signs shall be permitted for a home-
based business except as provided in Section 7.2.2 of this Zoning Bylaw.



No equipment or process shall be used in the home-based business which creates noise,
vibration, odor, fumes, gas, smoke, dust, or electrical disturbance detectable to the normal
senses off the lot.

A home-based business shall not generate any solid waste or sewage discharge in volume or
type greater than that associated with a typical residential use.

Deliveries or pick-ups of supplies or products for the home-based business are allowed
between 8 am and 8 pm. Vehicles used for such delivery and pick-ups shall be limited to
those that customarily serve residential neighborhoods.

The owner or operator of the home-based business shall reside on the premises.
(Added 11-16-15)

There is no limit to the number of home based businesses that may occupy a single dwelling unit,
provided that the cumulative total of the area used for home-based businesses on the premises
shall not exceed Paragraph D (1) above.

Special Permits. A home-based business that does not comply with all of the above standards
shall only be allowed by special permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals. Special permits
granted hereunder shall be based upon the criteria in Section 3.4.

Registration. Pursuant to G.L. ¢. 110, Sections 5-6 and Chapter 227, § 5A, most home-based
businesses are required to register with the Town Clerk and obtain a Business Certificate before
commencing business operations
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