
City of Ilwaco Comprehensive Plan 2027 Periodic Update –
Climate Element
Climate Survey Report, September - November 2025

Survey Format
This report is part of City of Ilwaco’s Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update, which includes developing a
new Climate Element. To gather community feedback on priorities, concerns, and issues related to
climate change, a survey was distributed to the public on September 26, 2025. While the primary focus
was to obtain input on climate resiliency, respondents also had the opportunity to share thoughts on
other important topics. These responses will help shape policies and goals for City of Ilwaco’s new
Climate Element.

All residents in the City of Ilwaco were invited to participate between September to November 2025. A
total of 15 responses were received by the closing date of November 7, 2025. Some respondents chose
not to answer every question. To ensure accuracy, results were carefully reviewed and recalculated to
reflect only completed responses, excluding skipped answers from percentage calculations.

The survey was distributed using a variety of methods. A link to the survey was posted on the City’s
website and shared widely by the newspaper, and social media. Paper copies of the survey link with a
QR code were available at City Hall, the post office and local businesses. The survey was carried out on
Survey123 and promoted at the open house event and a Planning Commission meeting. Data
generated from each survey question is provided in Appendix A.

Demographics of Respondents
The survey included optional questions on demographic data, such as age, household size, income, and
relationship to the City of Ilwaco. This information is important because it provides context for
interpreting results and helps identify how different groups within the community may perceive or
respond to climate-related issues. Understanding these characteristics enables better analysis of trends
and patterns based on factors like age, income, and location, and can highlight whether additional
outreach is needed for underrepresented groups.

For example, in the City of Ilwaco Climate Impacts Survey, respondents represented a wide range of
ages, with the largest groups falling in the 55-64 and 75-84 age ranges. Household income varied
significantly, but most respondents reported earning between $80,000–$102,000 or $102,000–
$200,000, while a smaller share reported incomes below $80,000. Nearly all respondents indicated
strong ties to Ilwaco, with the majority living in the City, shopping and recreating locally, and owning
property. These insights are valuable for planning future engagement strategies and ensuring that



climate resilience efforts reflect the needs of all community members. For more detailed demographic
data, including charts and income levels, please see Appendix A.

Key Findings
Below is a summary of the key findings gathered from the results of the survey. A complete analysis of
the survey responses, including written “other” responses, is included under the “Survey Results”
section.

Total Records Received:

 A total of 15 responses were received by the closing date of November 7, 2025.

Top Concerns and Priorities:

 Respondents expressed strong concern about sea level rise and flooding hazards.

 Other priorities included protecting critical infrastructure.

 Respondents expressed concern that additional environmental regulations could increase
building costs for both developers and residents. However, they supported the use of
incentives to encourage greenhouse gas reduction and sustainable practices.

Written “Other” Responses Highlighted:

 Water Affordability.

 Emergency preparedness for extreme cold weather.

 Encouraging a multimodal transportation system to address GHG emissions.

 Balancing environmental regulations with affordability through the use of incentives.

 Desire for better communication on City efforts to addresses climate hazards and resilience.

Emerging Themes:

 Need for infrastructure designed to adapt to climate impacts.

 Desire to incentivize sustainable development practices.

 Develop and implement climate change adaptation strategies.



Survey Results
Topic: Climate Hazards and Vulnerabilities

Question No.  1  : What cl imate-related hazards are you most concerned about
and would l ike to see the City of I lwaco address in the Climate Element? Please
rank in order of importance from 1 (highest) – 7 (lowest). (Answered: 15, Skipped:  0) 

*In ranking questions, each choice earns points based on its position, and responses are averaged so the highest-scoring, most consistently

rated option ranks first.

Other (unedited):

 City Administration.

 Continue to have affordable clean water

 I don't know if Ilwaco is prepared for cold weather bursts, but the last two years we have had
extreme cold that we are not used to and should prepare for - ice & snow related.

 Loss of Tract "D" in Vandalia.



Question No.  2:   Which features  and a meni ties  in  Ilwaco do  you t hink a re  mos t a t
risk fro m a  cli ma te- related hazards  (e. g.,  extreme hea t,  flooding , droug ht,  sea
level  rise ,  wi ldf ire ,  etc. )  and should be pr ior itized in  the Climate Element?

(Answered:  15, Skipped:  0) 

*In ranking questions, each choice earns points based on its position, and responses are averaged so the highest-scoring, most consistently

rated option ranks first.

Other (unedited):

No “Other” response descriptions were received.



Questi on N o.  3:  Are  ther e specific  geograp hic  areas  that should be prio ritized  for
cl imate-resi l iency measures ?

(Answered: 15, Skipped:  0) 

Other (unedited):

 Airport safety areas

 The lowlands surrounding the port.

 Tract "D" in the airpark

 Water Supply

No: 60%

Yes: 40%



Question No.  4:  Are  there  neighb orhoo ds or  popula tions in City  of  I lwaco tha t you
think may  be disprop ortionately  impacted  by cl imate-relate d hazards?

(Answered: 15, Skipped:  0) 

Other (unedited):

 Vandalia

 Lower elevation neighborhoods

 Port

 Port and vicinity

No: 40%

Yes: 60%



Topic:  Goals,  Policies,  and Strategies

Question No.  5:  What type of  cl imate  planning goals  and polici es  would you l ike to
see the City incorporate  into the Comprehensive Plan?

(Answered: 15, Skipped:  0) 

*In ranking questions, each choice earns points based on its position, and responses are averaged so the highest-scoring, most consistently

rated option ranks first.

Other (unedited):
 Initiatives to encourage non-motorized transport, such as public transport, better biking and

walking infrastructure. This likely has a much bigger impact on the city's GHG emissions and air
quality than renewable energy, given the existing grid mix.

 The airpark needs to be in the comp. Plan.



Question No.  6:   Wha t n ew b uil ding a nd land use polici es  woul d you li ke  th e
County  to  consider  for new development  to  reduce c limate impacts?

(Answered: 15, Skipped:  0) 

*In ranking questions, each choice earns points based on its position, and responses are averaged so the highest-scoring, most consistently

rated option ranks first.

Other (unedited):

No “Other” response descriptions were received.

Survey Priorities (In order of rank presented in bar graph above):

1. Provide incentives to encourage adaptive re-use of buildings, including historic structures,
recognizing the emissions benefits of retaining existing buildings. Incentives can include
streamlined permitting, reduced permitting fees, density bonuses, and others.

2. Maintain or bolster land use regulations that limit the amount of impervious surface areas in new
development and redevelopment within city limits.

3. Review development regulations to ensure best practices have been incorporated to reduce the
risk of flooding, extreme heat, and other climate-exacerbated hazards.

4. Review building codes to ensure buildings are designed and built sustainably to reduce
environmental impacts and remain resilient to extreme weather and other hazards worsened by
climate change.

5. Allow middle housing types, such as Accessory Dwelling Units, duplexes and cottages, in more
zoning districts.

6. Other



Question No.  7:  Ho w can th e Ci ty  impro ve u nders tanding of  resi l iency  eff or ts  and
climate-related hazards?

(Answered:  7, Skipped:  8)

Response (unedited):

 Allow a property owner to talk face-to-face with the FACET planner.

 Continue conducting climate risk assessments with outside expertise + encourage community
engagement. Focus on highest impact hazards and opportunities, not just what is in vogue or
has worked in other contexts.

 Don't over react to the hyperbole surrounding climate change. Change has always occurred
and will continue Resiliency should be a slow steady process.

 Get a new Mayor and delete the city administration position.

 Incorporate the probability of these climate related hazards - can't treat them all with equal
probability

 Invest in quality city planners.

 More accessible information on what the City is doing regarding climate related hazards and
resiliency efforts.



Question No.  8 :  What  role  should the County take to  help meet  the future  goals  of
the Climate Element? (Answered: 34, Skipped:  0) 

*In ranking questions, each choice earns points based on its position, and responses are averaged so the highest-scoring, most consistently

rated option ranks first.

Other (unedited):

 I think all of these things are important, but it's also important in our community to incentivize
these things without pricing development out. We want our community to be able to build and
develop this area, not be dependent on an outside party.

 Incentivize resilience to physical hazards + sustainable transportation. Do not require reduced
GHG emissions from new buildings - this has a limited impact on the climate in a small town
and may make housing even less affordable.

Survey Priorities (In order of rank presented in bar graph above):

1. Prioritize and secure critical public infrastructure such as the sewer and water systems and
emergency travel routes.

2. Incentives, such as density bonuses and/or expedited permit review for net zero greenhouse gas
emissions reduction features, solar panels, etc.

3. Inter-agency coordination on emergency preparedness, data collection, development of resilience
hubs, and other measures.

4. Leadership, such as working with state representatives and other elected officials to provide
grants and other funding mechanisms to improve resiliency.

5. Community Engagement (e.g., neighborhood meetings, educational events and distribution of
information).

6. Strengthen regulations, such as requiring new buildings to use renewable energy, conservation,
and efficiency technologies that reduce the impacts of climate change and increase resiliency.

7. Other



Question No.  9:  What actio ns  would you li ke  to  see  Ilwa co  consider  as  cl ima te
resi l ienc y meas ures?

(Answered: 15, Skipped:  0)

Other (unedited):

No “Other” response descriptions were received.



Appendix A: Demographics
Note: Responses to these questions were optional and were not completed by every survey respondent.

Question No.  1:  Ho w many people  l ive i n  your  house hold?

(Answered:  15, Skipped:  0) 

Answers Count Percentage

1 person 1 6.67%

2 people 9 60%

3 people 1 6.67%

4 people 2 13.33%

5 or more people 2 13.33%



Question No. 2:  What is  your relationship to City of I lwaco? Please check all
that apply (Answered: 15, Skipped:  0)

 Approximately 87% (13 respondents) live within the City of Ilwaco.

 Approximately 67% (10 respondents) shop and recreate in the City of Ilwaco.

 Approximately 60% (9 respondents) own commercial or residential property in the City of
Ilwaco.

 One respondent goes to school in the City of Ilwaco.



Question No. 3:  What is  your household income?

(Answered: 15, Skipped:  0) 

Answers Count Percentage

Less than $30,000 0 0%

$30,000 - $50,000 1 6.67%

$50,000 - $80,000 1 6.67%

$80,000 -$102,000 3 20%

$102,000 - $200,000 5 33.33%

$200,000 or more 2 13.33%

Prefer not to answer 3 20%



Question No. 4:  What is  your age range?

(Answered: 14, Skipped:  1)

Answers Count Percentage

Under 18 0 0%

18-24 0 0%

25-34 2 13.33%

35 – 44 2 13.33%

45-54 2 13.33%

55 – 64 3 20%

65-74 2 13.33%

75-84 3 20%

85 or older 0 0%


