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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION TO THE NORTH 
ELBALOCALENHANCEMENTANDADVANCEMENTFUND 

WHEREAS, ROOST has announced a new round of funding through the North Elba Local Enhancement 
and Advancement Fund (LEAF) for programs, activities, and facilities that will have direct benefits to our 
communities and improve the quality of place for both residents and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, municipalities are eligible to submit applications by the deadline of February 1, 2023 for the 
current round of funding; and 

WHEREAS, the Park Vision Plan and the ORI Strategic Investment Plan recommend installation of 
public art at Prescott Park; and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Saranac Lake recognizes the importance and impact of arts and culture in 
driving economic development and contributing to the quality of life in the community; and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Saranac Lake Board of Trustees approved the use of Community 
Enhancement Program funds ($10,000) for a public art project proposed by the three Advisory Boards; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees authorized the submission an application for a Destination 
Management Grant in order to increase the total budget for the public art project; and 

WHEREAS, the Village was not awarded the Destination Management Grant; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Village of Saranac Lake Board of Trustees authorizes the 
Community Development Director to submit an application to the North Elba LEAF program seeking 
funding for installation of public art at Prescott Park. 



VILLAGE OF SARANAC LAKE 
LOCAL LAW NO. # __ OF 2023 

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE VILLAGE OF SARANAC LAKE 
UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE 

SECTION 1: TITLE. 
This local law shall be cited as Local Law No. __ of 2023 of the Villag o a na Lake and entitled 
"Short-Term Rental Law." 

SECTION 2: LEGISLATIVE INTENT AND PURP 
This local law amends Chapter 106 of the Village Code to ov e amendments to the Vi 
Unified Development Code. The purpose of this local la 1s o address , use of Short-Ter ental 
Units [hereafter STRs] within the Village of Saranac Lak in n effort t m, _ gate the impact of STRs 
on the village; to ensure the safety of STRs; and to ensur ha cert; n ncerns, including but not 
limited to, the following are addressed: 

A. Balance the needs and rights of al 
B. Protect residents from external for 
C. Provide stability and a high quality 
D. Provide Village residents with the 
E. Provide great benefit to the comm y Village residents. 

The Saranac Lake Villag ba nd rights of all residents, while doing 
everything they can t I forces affecting housing access and 
affordability. Clos - ity and a high quality of life for village 
residents. STRs, ed by village residents, can provide great 
benefit to the co --- build resilient, local wealth and directly 
benefit village re shall be dedicated to addressing housing 
needs in the Vil 

regulations and requirements on all Village of Saranac Lake 
lanning to operate STRs as defined herein. The purpose of 

gulations and r u, ements assure that the properties being rented meet certain 
ni um safety and reg la ry requirements thereby protecting the property owners, the occupants 

cli housing, and the es ents of the Village of Saranac Lake. 

1 ad p in accordance with Article 7 of the Village Law of the State of New York, 
which grants t Viii ge of Saranac Lake the authority to regulate and restrict the location and use of 
buildings, struct s, and land for trade, industry, and residence, for the purpose of promoting the 
health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the community, and in accordance with Municipal Home 
Rule Law, Article 2, Section 10, that gives the Village of Saranac Lake the power to protect and 
enhance its physical and visual environment. 

The Village Board of Trustees authorizes the Development Board to issue Special Use Permits to 
property owners to use their properties as STRs, per the provisions set forth in this local law. The STR 



Permit Admin ist rator may, thereafter, issue STR permits for such approved uses. Applicat ions for 
permits to operate STRs sha ll be processed under the procedures set forth in the Development 
Code and this local law. 

SECTION 4: APPLICABLE LAW 
All property owners desiring to operate a STR must comply with the regulations of is local law. 
However, nothing in this local law shall alter, affect, or supersede any regulatio 
the Village of Saranac Lake Development Code, any regulations or requirem 
Franklin or Essex Counties, or any State or Federal regulations or require 
owners must continue to comply with such regulations or requirements 

Except as temporarily provided herein for existing STRs, no operation an STR u 

uirements of 
sed by 
I property 

except pursuant to a valid Special Use Permit issued by the Villa f Saranac Lake ve Qpment 
Board and an STR permit issued by the STR Permit Administr r uch STR permits sh I valid for 
a one-year period. 

SECTION 5: DEFINITIONS 

Article II, Section 106-6 of the Development Code entitled " 
adding the following new definitions: 

Access: The place, means, or way by whic 
and usable ingress and egress to a property 

Bedroom: Any room or space used or intend 
or sleeping unit. 

Building Code: The New Yi 
the New York State Buil 
Law. 

purposes in either a dwelling 

re ention and Building Code as promulgated by 
nt to Article 18 of the New York Executive 

Camping: The use tside; or the for the temporary parking of 
occupied travel o 71't'l►mf~s ampers, tents, and all buildings and facilities 

rary residences. 

Dw omplete, independent living facilities for one or more 
ncludin s for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation. 

xisting-0 
ly been in 

A erson o owns the real property within which the STR is located and 
as of January 31, 2023. 

Host- es ent-Owner: A er: on whose legal primary residence is within the Village of Saranac Lake, 
and can ro "de proof s ch residency, and owns the real property within which the STR is to be 
located. 

House Rules: e a rules that applies to renters of STR units while occupying the unit, set forth by 
the property own prior to any rental occurrence or lease. 

Local Manager: The person specifically named on the application and permit that is responsible for 
the day-to-day operation of a STR, and who may be contacted if there is a problem at the STR. The 
Local Manager may be either the owner or an agent of the owner. The local manager must reside 
within fifteen (15) miles of the Saranac Lake Village Offices. 

Owner Occupied: A STR unit that is the primary residence of the owner or the owner is present in 



the dwelling or is present on the same parcel while the residence is being used as a STR. 

Primary Residence: A person's domicile where they usually live. A primary residence is considered to 
be a legal residence for the purpose of income tax and voting registration. 

Rental: An agreement granting use or possession of a residence, in whole or in part, to a person or 
group in exchange for consideration valued in money, goods, labor, credits, or oth valuable 
consideration. 

Rental Arbitrage: The practice of renting or leasing properties and sublettin rn on STR platforms 
with or without knowledge or consent of the property owner. 

Short-Term Rental (STR): The use of a lot for the rental or lease of an~ 
dwelling unit, for a period no more than thirty (30) days. The STR ay ccur within n e tire 
dwelling, in rooms within a dwelling, or in a separate attached o a ached dwelling 
the parcel. Motels, hotels, resorts, inns, and beds & breakfas defined in this chapt 
excluded from this definition. 

Short-Term Rental Permit: A Special Use Permit issued y e Develo 
permitted operation or an STR Permit issued by the STR er ·1 Ad 

t Board for the first year of 
rater for annual renewal 

thereafter. 

Short-Term Rental Permit Administrator: AP. son designated 6 Village Board to issue STR 
permits. 

Short-Term Rental Unit: Dwelling units or ro m use 

Short-Term Rental, Pre-Existing: A STR, as de e I la ully in operation as of January 
31, 2023. 

Short-Term Rental, Newly o eration prior to January 31, 2023. 

Sleeping Unit: A ro 
for living, eating a a 

,ch people sl p, which can also include permanent provisions 
r kitchen fac t1 , but not both. 

Wastewater: Include 

SECTI 

. 
1es. 

TAL STANDARDS 

entitled "Supplemental Standards" is hereby amended by the 
ntitled "Short-Term Rentals" as follows . 

Pro 
limite 
other ty 

r ust be own cl y an individual, individuals, sole proprietorship, general partnership, 
J, limited liability company, or S corporation. No property owned by any 

a n shall qualify for a permit. 

A general partne 1p, limited liability partnership, limited liability company, or S corporation must 
disclose names of all partners and/or members when applying. Any changes in partners and/or 
members shall be provided in writing to the STR Permit Administrator within thirty (30) days of 
change. 

Individually owned properties must be owned by a Host-Resident-Owner, as defined above, to 
qualify for a STR Permit. At least one (1) owner of a general partnership, limited liability partnership, 



a limited liability company, or an S-Corp must be a Host-Resident-Owner, as defined above, to 
qualify for a STR Permit. Host-Pre-Existing-Owners are exempt from the Host-Resident-Owner 
requirement. 

Existing Short-Term Rentals. 

Property owners who operate an existing STR, as of the effective date of this local w, shall have 120 
days from such date to apply for a Special Use Permit from the Development B a 

Continued operation of an existing STR may occur so long as an applicatio or Special Use Permit is 
diligently pursued and until such time as approval, or approval with co , , s d modifications, is 
granted by the Development Board and an STR Permit is issued by th ST Pe ,t dministrator. 

To qualify as a pre-existing STR, within 120 days of the effective d of this local la a 
owner shall produce the following documentation of complian paragraphs (1), 
below. To qualify as an Pre-Existing STR, property owners s ovide as part of its app to 
the Development Board: 

1. A Franklin or Essex County Certificate of u H ity date p r to January 1, 2023; 
2. Proof of operation as a STR between January 1, a January 1, 2023; and 
3. Submit an application and meet current requir s defined for all 

STRs hereunder. 

Any property owners who fail to produce 

Short-Term Rental Permit Cap. 

ualify as a Pre-Existing STR. 

The Village of Saranac Lake Board of Trustees 
during any given period in ord r rotect the ea h safety of the residents of the Village of 
Saranac Lake. The. maximu m r o STR perm, s allowed, Village-wide, shall not exceed seven 
and a half (7.5) percent otal housi g units in the Vil lage, as identified by the U.S. Census Bureau's 
most current American ommunity Survey data . 

The Cap of availab pe 
annually. STRs above a d 
operating. 

ha ave been pre-existing) shall be reviewed 
;:,c,., ...... v .• u e Village Board will be prohibited from 

Th m er of permits issued under this Local Law for Pre-Existing STRs. 
er f Pre-Existing STRs that a property owner may operate. 

xe ptions to the Cap a be gran d by the Board of Trustees under special circumstances such 
e construction, reha derelict building, etc. 

pplicable sections of this Chapter and the following regulations: 

ping is not permitted on properties where an STR is permitted. 

Display. Permit must be displayed in the dwelling unit in a place where it is easily visible to 
the occupants. STRs shall have posted on or about the inside of the front or main door of 
each dwelling unit a card listing emergency contact information and House Rules. 

Occupancy. The Code Enforcement Officer shall establish the maximum occupancy. The 
Code Enforcement Officer shall limit the number of occupants per the provisions of NYS 



Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. Occupancy limits shall be strictly enforced by the 
owner. 

Owner-occupied. Owner-occupied STRs should not be subject to the same requirements. 

Parking. Parking shall be allowed solely in approved off-street or legal on-str. et parking 
spaces. 

Rental Arbitrage. Rental Arbitrage is not permitted on properties w 

Rubbish & Garbage. The owner is responsible for all refuse an 
garbage management and storage shall conform to § 106-9 . 

n STR is permitted. 

Signage. Exterior advertising signs are prohibited, ho 
illuminated accessory use freestanding or wall sign t 
to identify the STR. The sign shall conform to the 

ay have one 
ur (4) square f 
andards. 

rea 

Transfer. New STR permits may not be assigne or otherwise transferred to 
any other persons, businesses, entities, or prop o a spouse, parent, or naturally 
born/legally adopted child or siblin isti y be assigned, pledged, 
sold, or otherwise transferred once ling unit being used as STR, 
or to a spouse, parent, or naturally r si ling. 

Validity. STR permits shall be valid for n year. 
January 31, except an initial permit, whi h ill 
January 31 of the nex n r year. All n 

31 of the next cale 

· any given year will expire on 
effect the date of approval until 

permits shall run from January 31 to January 

Application For 

Application forms a 
implementation/revisi 

Fee. 

A no ref ndable 
Lake Boar 
e shall bes 

ion shall not 

Use Permit. 

toR d by Village staff and authorized for 

ion fee shall be established by resolution of the Village of 
ru tees fo ad1 dwelling unit that functions as or contains a STR unit. Such 

with e ch new application and each annual renewal application. An 
r ed complete unless the permit fee is received. 

operate an STR shall be submitted to the Development Board for a Special 

The application for an STR Permit shall include the following information: 

Certificate of Authority. Copy of Franklin or Essex County Certificate of Authority. 

Contact Information. The names, addresses, email address(es), and day/night telephone 
numbers of the property owners and local managers (if applicable or required). 

Description. A floor plan of each property, including the dimensions of all rooms, occupancy 



of each Bedroom and the methods of ingress and egress (examples: doors and windows). 

Site Plan. The applicant shall submit a plan of the property showing approximate property 
boundaries and existing features, including buildings, structures, well & septic system 
locations (if applicable), driveway, the number and location of parking spaces, dumpsters or 
garbage receptacle locations, firepits, streets and neighboring buildings within ten (10) feet 
from the property line. 

Hosting Platform Information. Names and URLs for all hosting platfor 
limited to, Airbnb, VRBO) websites, social media platforms (includin 
Facebook and lnstagram) used by the applicant for advertisemen f 
additions to this information shall be reported on the renewal r tap 

House Rules. A copy of the House Rules that will be poste . 

ing but not 
ited to 

ny changes or 
n. 

Occupancy. The Code Enforcement Officer shall esta ·sh e maximum occupan 
Code Enforcement Officer shall limit the number of cc pants per the provisions o 
Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. 

Pre-existing STR documentation. An applicant see ng an ST p rmit for a pre-existing STR 
shall provide documentation of compliance as descr 

Water and Sewer/Septic. The source the water and se 
the application and the permit. Se r/ 
and location of the septic system (if 

Application Review. 

tic service shall be stated on 
u ctioning, and the type, size, 

e on the application. 

Upon receipt of the applicati , trator shal determine if the applicant has 
complied with all the re · loc e Development Code, as well as any 
applicable federal, aws ant has fully complied, then the 
Development Bo o ecial Use Permit for an STR. Based on the 
approval of such ministrator may issue a renewable STR 
permit. 

ator ann 
r 1 throu 
their app 
e priory 

ication , I the renewal application fee must be submitted to the STR Permit 
ermit h Id shall be able to apply for renewal permits beginning 

rt 15 a all be allowed to continue to operate until a determination is 
ny applicant who applies for a STR permit and did not hold a permit the 

considered an initial applicant and not a renewal applicant. 

After issuan o a al Use Permit and prior to operation, the STR shall be inspected by the 
Code Enforce en icer to verify compliance with the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and 
Building Code an all requirements of the Special Use Permit. An STR which is not in compliance 
with conditions of the Special Use Permit shall not receive a STR permit. 

House Rules. 

STR properties shall post for renters of each dwelling unit or rooms a listing of House Rules. House 



Rules shall include, at minimum, the following: 

Camping. Camping is not permitted. 

Commercial Use. STRs shall not be permitted to be used for any other commercial use or 
commercial event space. 

Contact Information. Name and contact information for owner or local ma 

Description. An emergency exit egress plan and the location of fire ex · shers. 
Identification of the property lines and a statement emphasizing th un occupants may be 
liable for illegal trespassing. 

Fires. If allowed by the property owner, instructions for fires in , oor firep 
stoves. If not allowed by the property owner, a statement a · g as such. 

Noise. Noise shall be kept at a reasonable level. Unre o ly loud, disturbing, a 
unnecessary noise should not occur, including duri et hours between 10:00 p. a d 
7:00 a.m. 

Parking. Parking shall be allowed solely in approve 
spaces. 

Pool. If the property has a pool, hot t 
clear list of requirements related to 
required barriers, barrier latches, ala 

Rubbish & Garbage. Identification oft 

Complaints 

her urtenance [hereafter pool], a 
lanation of the use of the 

Noise Complaints sh 

STR sha b in writing to the Code Enforcement Officer. 

e Village o Sa anac Lake Police Department. 

Upon receipt of a rcement Officer shall investigate to 
determine the pr ta violation was or is currently occurring, 
shall iss · v10 determined in accordance with Development 
Code. hat corrective action is required, and the date by which action 
shall b I be issued until violation(s) are resolved. 

erability. 

or prov1s1on o h s local law is judged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
all be confi e in application to the part or provision directly on which judgment shall 

have bee re dered d hall not affect or impair the validity of the remainder of this Law or the 
application re f er persons or circumstances. The Village hereby declares that it would have 
enacted the re a1 r of this Law even without such part, provision, or application. 

Effective Date. 

This local law shall become effective immediately upon the filing in the office of the New York 
Secretary of State pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law. 



'-

Cap(s) 

Total housing units in the Village of Lake Placid: 2,064 

Total housing units in the Village of Saranac Lake: 2,913 

Source: American Community Survey Data 

Total STR units in the Village of lake Placid: 244 

Hosted: 25 

lodging: 73 

Main Street: 12 

Unhosted: 134 

Source: List of Current Short-Term Rental Permits - Village of La Placid 

Total STR units in the Village of Sarana~ La~: 8 -

Source: VSL Renta/Scape data (duplicate APNs eliminated). a of Jan. 23, 2023 

Village of Lake Placid % STR { 244/2064): 11.8% 

Village of Saranac Laie % STR ~8~ 913): 2.9 ¥, \ \ 

·total / \ / 

Cap% units ..,
1
,.. lll(rease from existing 

' C 

~% 87 '- +2 
4% 117 ~ " +32 

5% 146 "'- +61 

6% 175 V +90 
7% 204 +119 

S-% 233 +148 

9% - 2e2 +177 
'< 

' 
10% ~,91 +206 

,,, 

11% 320 +235 

11.8% 344 +259 



Short-Term Rental Registration and Permit Application/Renewal 
Application 

Application Date: ___ _ 

Permit Number: ____ _ 

Permit Expiration Date: ____ _ 

Fee Renewal Date: ____ _ 

(VSL Administration only) 

Names of All Pro~erty Owner's: ____________________ _ 

Property Owner's Legal Address: ___________________ _ 

Property Owners Phone Number: ___________________ _ 

Property Owners Email Address: ___________________ _ 

Proposed Host Name: _______________________ _ 

Proposed Host Address: ______________________ _ 

Proposed Host Phone Number: ____________________ _ 

Proposed Host Email: _______________________ _ 

Permit #'s of Already Permitted STRs: __________________ _ 

Address of Rental Property: ______ _______________ _ 

Tax Map No. of Property: ______________________ _ 

Names and URLs of All Hosting Platforms: ________________ _ 

Source of Water (Municipal or Well): __________________ _ 



Desired Maximum Occupancy: ______________________ _ 

Septic Service (Municipal or Septic): ___________________ _ 

Description of Emergency Egress:. _ ____________________ _ 

Required documents for a complete application Include: 

• Proof of Residency (Voter Registration Information) 

• Copy of vesting deed for STR 

• Essex or Franklin county treasurer's office occupancy tax certificate of authority 

• Floor plan of STR with dimensions, all bedrooms, all bathrooms, and all ingress and 

egress. 

• Plat of Property showing approximate property boundaries and existing features, 

including buildings, structures, wells, septic system, parking spaces, dumpsters or 

trash collection receptacles, fire pits, driveways, streets, and neighbor( ng buildings. 
Buildings within 100' from the STR or 10' from the property line, whichever Code 

Enforcement Officer deems more appropriate. 

• A copy of house rules. 

• Parking plan - (summer/ winter) 

• Waste removal plan 

* A request can be made for a variance to be brought before the village board for non­

conforming circumstances with a description of the situation. 

The Undersigned being duly sworn deposes and says: 

• All smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors are in correct working order and 

that the correct number of devices are installed per the New York State Building Code. 

Including date of device. 

• I certify the property complies with the New York State Property Maintenance Law. 

• Two means of egress per bedroom. 

• Unobstructed exterior doors and passageways. 

• Electrical systems to be serviceable, no defects 

• Fire places, inserts and fuel burning heaters to be vented and properly installed. 

• A working fire extinguisher is located In kitchens and at each primary exit. 

• Street side emergency address numbers are displayed In accordance with 911 

regulations. 
I, _______ _ _ _________ (print name), certify that the 

short term rental permit for which I am applying meets all of the criteria described 
above. I acknowledge that failure to comply with the short term rental requirements 

may result In revocation of the short term rental permit. 



Signature of Property Owner 

••• By signing the foregoing, the signatory has verified the accuracy of its contents and such 

verification is made pursuant to section 100.30 (d} of the criminal procedure law of the state 

of New York and said signatory knows that a false statement is punishable as a Class A 
Misdemeanor pursuant to section 210.45 if the penal law of the State of New York. 



Short Term Rental Permit Fee and Fine 

Schedule 

STR Fee 

Studio/Efficiency- 2 Bedrooms 

3-5 Bedrooms 

6-8 Bedrooms 

9 + Bedrooms 

STR Fine 

Operating without a permit 

Failure to remedy 

$300.00 

$700.00 

$1,200.00 

$1,500.00 

$ 500.00 Per Day 

$ 500.00 Per Day 




