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Resolution amending the Village of Unified Development Code 

WHEREAS, the Vi11age of Saranac Lake adopted the Vi11age of Saranac Lake Unified Development 
Code, and, 

WHEREAS, amendments to the Development Code are allowed for purposes of public necessity, 
convenience, and the general welfare, and, 

WHEREAS, the Board has received a draft amendment to the Village Development Code, and, 

WHEREAS, in consideration of the circumstances as described above, the Village Board needs to 
amend the Village of Saranac Lake Unified Development Code, and, 

WHEREAS, the Saranac Lake Village Board of Trustees held a Public Hearing on Monday, September 
25, 2023, to consider a Local Law amending the Village of Saranac Lake Unified Development Code, as 
more fully set forth in the text of the Local Law, and, 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the proposed amendment for purposes of the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and detennined that that a negative declaration should be issued with 
respect to the proposed action, and, 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the proposed amendment in regard to the Local Waterfront 
Revitalization Program (LWRP) and found it consistent and in accordance with the goals and objectives 
of the L WRP policies and standards. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board makes the following findings and 
detenninations with respect to the proposed project: 

(I) The Village of Saranac Lake Board of Trustees amends the Village of Saranac Lake 
Development Code with changes as set forth in Exhibit "A" 

(2) The amendment will become effective upon filing with the Secretary of State 



EXHIBIT "A" 

Additions to Development Code - Allowed Uses: 
• Add Amusement and Recreation Services to Schedule 1 in districts C3 subject to issuance of a 

Special Use Permit. 

Definition: 
Amusement and Recreation Services: The provision of entertainment, either wholly enclosed in a 
building, or outside a building, for a fee. 



Introduction 

Village of Saranac Lake 
39 Main Street, Suite 9 Saranac Lake, NY 12983-2294 

Phone: (518) 891 - 4150 
Fax: (518) 891 - 1324 

Web Site: www.saranaclakeny.gov 

After receiving an application to allow amusement and recreation services in district c3, a 
recommendation by the Development Board has been submitted to the Village Board of Trustees and 
is as follows: 

Current Zoning - Allowed Uses 
Schedule #1-Allowed Uses includes the following Public/Institutional Uses: 

• AMUSEMENT AND RECREATION SERVICES- The provision of entertainment, either wholly or 
enclosed in a building, or outside a building, for a fee. 

These uses are allowed in the following zoning districts: 
• Amusement and recreation services - B-1, B-2, B-4, E-2, G, I, J2 

This use has been requested in Zoning District C3. 

Additions to Development Code - Allowed Uses: 
• Add Amusement and Recreation Services to Schedule 1 in districts C3 subject to issuance of a 

Special Use Permit. 

Conformance with Comprehensive Plan 
Zoning District C contains residential neighborhoods and concentrations of institutional uses including 
North Country Community College and athletic field. The following planning strategies apply to the 
area: 

• Maintain the character and integrity of residential neighborhoods 
• Discourage development of incompatible mixed uses within established residential areas 
• Maintain the character and integrity of existing institutional uses 
• As infill on vacant lots occurs, encourage building size and orientation of primary and accessory 

buildings that are well-scaled to the dimensions of the parcel 
• As redevelopment and new development occurs apply proper buffering and screening in areas 

where institutional and residential uses are adjoining 



Remit to: Judith Garrison, Clerk of the Board 
Judith.garrison@essexcountyny.gov 
Date received: ___ _ 
Initials: __ _ 

General Municipal Law §239-M Referral Form 
Essex County, NY Planning Board 

Municipality: Village or Saranac Lake 

Referring Body: 
D Planning Board 
□ Zoning Board of Appeals 
@ Town Board, Village Board 
□ Code Enforcement Office 

Proposed Action: 
@ Adoption or amendment of a zoning ordinance, local law or code 
□ Adoption or amendment of a Comprehensive Plan 
□ Site plan review 
D Granting of a use variance 
□ Granting of an area variance 
□ Granting of a special use permit 
□ Other (please specify): _ ___________ _______ _______ _ 

Location is within 500 feet of the following: 
@ Municipal Boundary** 
□ Right-of-way of a County or State road, highway or parkway 
□ Boundary of State or County owned public land, park or recreation area 
□ Boundary of State or County owned land containing a public building or institution 
D Boundary of a farm operation location in, or adjacent to, an Agricultural District, as defined by Article 25AA or 

Agricultural District Law (Ag. District Map: https://cugir-data.s3.amazonaws.com/00/79/62/agESSE.pdf) *** 

Project Description: 
Applicant Name:_v._,11a_ge_o_f_Sa_ra_na_c_La_ke __________________________ _ 
Address of Proposed Action: _NA _____ ____ ____ ____ __________ _ 

Tax Parcel ID: NA Zoning District:_c_J _ ____ ________ _ _ 
Minimum Lot Size: NA Public Mtg/Hearing Date:_912_51_2_02_3 ________ _ 
Required Setbacks: Front yard: _ __ ft. Side Yard: ___ ft. Rear yard: _ __ ft. 
Brief Description of Proposed Action: Amendment to the Development Code Schedule #1 Allowed Uses Adding Amusement and Recreation Services to Disctric C3 

subject to issuance of a Special Use Permit 

REQUIRED ENCLOSURES 
@ Environmental Assessment Form: completed Part 1 of the appropriate Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) and any 

other materials used to make a determination of significance pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA) 

IZI Any/all Maps, Sketches and/or Plans provided to the Referring Body 
IZI For adoption or amendment of zoning laws or comprehensive plans, a copy of the full text 
□ Copy of the application submitted to the Referring Body 
□ An Agricultural Data Statement, for special use permits, site plans, or use variances located in an Agricultural District or 

within 500 feet of a farm operation located in an Agricultural District, per Ag. Districts Law Article 25AA §305-a, Town 
Law §238-a, and Village Law §7-739 

NOTE ADDITIONAL PERMITS/REVIEWS REQUIRED ______ _______ ___ ___ _ 

Official to whom Essex County Planning Board recommendation should be sent: 
Name: Amanda Hopf Title: _v._11a_ge_C1_e_r1< _ _ ____ ____ _____ _ 
Mailing Address: 39 Main Street Saranac Lake, NY 12983 
Email: c1er1<@saranadakeny.gov Phone:_s1_~_1_.,i_1so_ x2_02 ____________ _ 
Fax: _____ _____________ _ Preferred method for response: □ mail • email 

*The Essex County Planning Board does NOT have authority to review subdivisions. Subdivisions should not be referred. 
** Per G.M.L. §239-nn, in the case of site plan review, special use permit, use variance, or subdivision, a public hearing notice must 
be given, by mail or email, to the clerk of the adjacent municipality at least 10 days prior to the hearing. 
***This criteria does NOT apply to area variances. 

Please remit Notice of Action Form to be filed with the County once action has been taken. 
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Telephone: (518) 873-3350 

Via Email 

P.O.Box217, 7551 Court Street 
Elizabethtown, NY 12932 

September 19, 2023 

Amanda Hopf, Village Clerk 
39 Main Street 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 

RE: Village of Saranac - Development Code Amendment 

Dear Ms. Hopf, 

Fax: (518) 873-3356 

The Essex County Planning Board considered the referral concerning the 
above-referenced matter at its September 11, 2023, meeting and determined 
that the request will not have an adverse effect on County Property therefore no 
recommendation or no comment was made. 

I have enclosed a copy of a portion of the minutes from the Economic 
Development/ Planning/Publicity Committee meeting at which the referral was 
considered. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

JAG 
Enclosure 

cc: Anna Reynolds, Comm. Resources 
Jim Dougan, DPW Superintendent 

Sincerely, 

<~4cLd~~-vt~ 
i ~:;~h o1the Board 



Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Committee 
Monday, September 11 , 2023 

referrals at its regular meeting on September 11, 2023; 

REFERRAL 

2 

PROPOSED ACTION 
Town of Ticonderoga - 70 Black Point Road Site Plan Review - construction of 

new garage on existing home site. 

And Whereas, none of the referred, proposed actions directly impacts a county road 
or county property. 

Be It Adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that no recommendation or 
comment on the said referrals shall be or hereby is made, and the respective referring 
bodies may take such final action as they deem appropriate. 

This motion was seconded by Supervisor and passed on a vote of 8 in favor, 1 
excused and none opposed. 

REYNOLDS: A new referral, the Village of Saranac Lake is amending their development code to 
include additional uses, amusement and recreation in certain districts, subject to special use 
permits. There's no impact to Essex County, therefore a letter of no impact may be issued. 

TYLER: Moved by Stephanie. Second? Mr. Doty 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE VILLAGE OF SARANAC LAKE 

The following motion was made by Supervisor OeZalia. 

Whereas, the Essex County Planning board has considered the following GML 239 
referrals at its regular meeting on September 11, 2023; 

REFERRAL 
Village of Saranac Lake 

PROPOSED ACTION 
amendment of development code 

And Whereas, none of the referred, proposed actions directly impacts a county road 
or county property. 

Be It Adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that no recommendation or 
comment on the said referrals shall be or hereby is made, and the respective referring 
bodies may take such final action as they deem appropriate. 

This motion was seconded by Supervisor Doty and passed on a vote of 8 in favor, 
1 excused and none opposed. 

TYLER: Any questions? All in favor? Opposed? Carries 

REYNOLDS: Lastly is the Town of Newcomb submitted an updated referral from last month's 
Lake Harris Lodge site plan view. It's updated to include the conversion of the two glamping sites 
to the two seasonal camps with appropriate parking lot square footage. There's no impact to 
Essex County, therefore a letter of no impact maybe issued. 




