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AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT, made effective the 1st day of January, 2024, 

BETWEEN: VILLAGE OF SARANAC LAKE, INC., a municipal corporation duly organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of New York with principal offices located at 39 Main Street, 
Saranac Lake, New York, (hereinafter designated as the "Village") 

and 

SARANAC LAKE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMP ANY, INC., a not-for-profit corporation duly 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York with principal offices located at 
Broadway, Saranac Lake, New York (hereinafter designated as the "Fire Company"). Contract to 
be in place and fully in effect from January 151, 2024 to December 31 s1, 2024. 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the Village maintains a Fire Department pursuant to the provisions of New York 
Village Law Article 10 for the purpose of providing and furnishing within the Village's corporate 
limits ( a) fire protection and (b) emergency services, including but not limited to emergency rescue 
in cases of accidents, calamities, alarms of fire, personal injuries and other emergencies in connection 
with which the services of firemen and emergency rescue personnel would be required; and 

WHEREAS, the Fire Company has heretofore been organized, established and incorporated with 
the approval of the Village's Board of Trustees pursuant to Village Law § 10-1004 for the purpose 
of providing volunteer members to operate the Village's Fire Department and provide such fire 
protection and emergency services in accordance with and subject to the requirements of applicable 
State and Federal laws, rules and regulations, including but not limited to New York Village Law 
Article 1 0; and 

WHEREAS, the Village annually appropriates funds in its municipal budget to finance the 
operations of its Fire Department; and 

WHEREAS, there has been duly established in Franklin County Town of Harrietstown and in Essex 
County Towns of St. Armand and North Elba, Fire Protection Districts embracing territory in each said 
Town; and 

WHEREAS, contracts with said Towns, as Trustees for their respective fire Protection Districts, have 
heretofore been entered into by the Village providing for the furnishing to said districts and the 
properties therein fire protection pursuant to General Municipal Law Article 1 0; and 

WHEREAS, the Fire Company has approved and consented to said agreements; and 

the Fire Company represents that its members are qualified, trained and capable of providing and 
furnishing such services and that the Fire Company and its members possess the leadership and 
professionalism necessary to properly and competently perform such services; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing has been held pursuant to Village Law 4-412(b) following proper 
notice as required thereby, and, 



WHEREAS, the Village and the Fire Company desire to set forth their respective rights and 
responsibilities relative to the operation of the Village's Fire Department and the furnishing of 
{a) fire protection and emergency services within the corporate limits of the Village and (b) 
fire protection and emergency rescue in the town fire protection districts with which the Village 
contracts for such services. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual terms, conditions and covenants herein, the 
receipt of good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is 
acknowledged by both parties, the parties hereby agree as follows: 

1. The monies required to be paid or expended by said Towns under the terms of 
the contracts with the Village shall be apportioned between the Village and the Fire 
Company as follows: The Village agrees to pay the Fire Company the annual sum ofNinety­
two Thousand and Two hundred dollars ($92,200.00) during the term of this contract. Said 
annual sum shall be paid in two equal installments with the first such installment being paid 
on April 1, and the second such installment being paid on October 1. 

2. The Village does hereby engage and retain the Fire Company, and the Fire 
Company hereby agrees to provide all necessary qualified, trained and competent personnel, 
to furnish: 

·(a) Fire protection and emergency services (including but not limited to 
emergency rescue) within the corporate limits of the Village in cases of accidents, 
calamities, alarms of fire, personal injuries and other emergencies in connection with 
which the services of firemen, fire equipment, and emergency rescue personnel and 
equipment would be required; and 

(b) Fire protection pursuant to Article 10 of the General Municipal Law to 
the town fire protection districts for which the Village has entered into a contract 
therefore and which has been approved by the Fire Company pursuant to General 
Municipal Law §209-d, and/or 

(c) Emergency rescue and first aid squad relief pursuant to General Municipal 
Law 

§209-b to the town fire protection districts for which the Village has entered into a 
contract therefore and which the Fire Company pursuant to General Municipal Law §209-d 
has approved. 

3. In consideration of the services to be provided and furnished by the Fire 
Company, the Village agrees to: 

(a) Provide suitable space in the Village's firehouse for the Fire Company and its 
members to use and occupy, and in which to store their own equipment, in connection 
with the fire company's performance of this agreement; 
(b) Provide communications equipment and dispatching facilities; 
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( c) Provide and pay for the costs of insurance coverage as follows: 
(1) Worker's compensation insurance for the members of the Fire Company 

and any other fire department personnel including but not limited to paid fire 
drivers; 

(2) Public liability insurance insuring the Village and the Fire Company in an 
amount of not less than $1 million dollars per occurrence, single limit for bodily injury 
for death and/or property damage; 

(3) Fire, casualty and multi-peril insurance insuring the firehouse and all of the 
contents thereof owned by the Village. 
( d) As part of the consideration paid by the Village to the Fire Company under this 
Agreement, in addition to the cash payment to be made, and in furtherance of a proper 
Village purpose, this Agreement includes the value of the Village providing regular 
maintenance and repairs to all fire department and Fire Company vehicles, apparatus 
and equipment including but not limited to annual hose testing, ladder testing, air pack 
servicing/inspection and extrication tools servicing/inspection. 

4. In addition to the services to be provided and furnished by the Fire Company, 
the Fire Company agrees to: 

(a) Provide the Village with a copy of the Fire Company's Federal tax return each year 

after the said return has been filed with the IRS; 
(b) Provide, prepare, maintain and file all report forms and other documents required by 

State and/or Federal law, rule or regulation, as we as those customarily kept by municipal fire 
departments in the State of New York and as requested by the Village; 

( c) Provide qualified, competent, trained and experienced personnel to perform and 
furnish the services required of the Fire Company under this agreement; 

( d) Comply with and abide by all lawful rules, regulations and directives of the Village's 
Board of Trustees, so long as said rules, regulations and directives do not directly contradict the 
Fire Company's certificate of incorporation or its by-laws; 

(e) Comply with and abide by all applicable State and Federal laws, rules and 
regulations governing the performance and rendition of the services to be furnished under this 
agreement subject to funding by the Village. 

(t) Obtain and keep in full force and effect any and all licenses, permits and certificates 
required by any government authority having jurisdiction over the rendition and performance 
of the services to be furnished by the Fire Company under this agreement; and 

(g) Promptly advise the Village of all damages to property of the Village or of others, 
or of injuries incurred by persons (including but not limited to members of the Fire Company), 
in any manner relating, either directly or indirectly to the performance of this agreement. 

5. All policies of insurance to be provided by the Village and/or the Fire Company 
shall provide that the same may not be cancelled except upon twenty (20) days prior written 
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notice to the Village and Fire Company. The Village shall provide written proof of such 
insurance to the Fire Company at the time of the execution of this agreement, and whenever 
such insurance coverage are renewed during the term of this agreement. 

6. It is understood and agreed that ownership in and title to any equipment, 
supplies, materials, vehicles, apparatus, appliances, goods and/or other personal or real property 
purchased or otherwise acquired with Village funds shall be with and remain with the Village 
and the Fire Company shall make no claim of any kind or nature therein or thereto. It is 
understood and agreed that ownership in and title to any equipment, supplies, materials, 
vehicles, apparatus, appliances, goods and/or other personal or real property purchased or 
otherwise acquired with Fire Company funds, including funds paid to the Fire Company by the 
Village pursuant to paragraph 1 (a) of this Agreement, shall be with and remain with the Fire 
Company and the Village shall make no claim of any kind or nature therein or thereto. 

7. This agreement shall expire at the end of the day of December 31, 2024. 

8. This agreement may be terminated without cause by either party upon 180 days 
prior written notice. In the event this agreement is terminated by either party, and the Village 
has paid monies to the Fire Company pursuant to paragraph 1 above, the Fire Company shall 
promptly refund the remaining monies to the Village. To arrive at the refund amount, a proration 
shall be used based on the termination date and the number of days remaining in the payment 
period as described in paragraph 1 above. 

9. The Fire Company and its members, while engaged in the performance of their 
duties in providing the services to town fire protection districts, shall have the same rights, 
privileges, and immunities as if performing the same inside the corporate limits of the Village. 

10. The Village and the Fire Company each agrees to indemnify, hold harmless 
and defend the other from all damages, claims, judgments, losses, costs and expenses, 
including but not limited to attorney fees, which may after this agreement may at any time be 
incurred, suffered, sustained by or imposed upon the other by third parties, by reason of acts 
or omissions of the other, arising out of, by virtue of, or incident to the services 
contemplated to be provided by the other under this agreement, including but not limited to 
bodily injury, sickness, disease, death, or destruction of tangible property which is caused in 
whole or in part solely by the act or omission of the Village or Fire Company, or anyone 
directly employed by one or the other. Whenever any loss, cost, damage or expense covered by 
this paragraph is paid in whole or in part by insurance proceeds, then the party so insured 
releases the other party from any liability they have on account of such loss, cost, damage or 
expenses to the extent of the amount recovered by reason of such insurance, and waives 
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right or subrogation which might otherwise exist in or accrue to any person on account of 
it, provided that such release ofliability and waiver of the right of subrogation shall not be 
operative in any case where the effect is to invalidate such insurance coverage or to increase 
its cost, except as otherwise provided by law including but not limited to General Municipal 
Law 205-b and 205-g. 

11. The services to be furnished and rendered under this agreement by the Fire 
Company shall be available to any and all residents of the Village and/or the town fire 
protection districts without regard to race, color, creed, sex, religion, national or ethnic origin, 
handicap, or source of payment. 

13. The Fire Company shall establish and maintain complete and accurate books, 
records, documents, accounts and other evidence directly pertinent to performance under this 
contract (hereinafter collectively "the Records"). The Records must be kept for the balance of 
the calendar year in which they were made and for six (6) additional years thereafter. The 
Village Treasurer and/or Manager, the State Comptroller, the Attorney General or any other 
person or entity authorized to conduct an examination, shall have access to the Records 
during normal business hours at an office of the Fire Company within the State of New York, 
or, if no such office is available, at a mutually agreeable and reasonable venue within the State, 
for the term specified above for the purposed of inspection, auditing and copying. The Village 
shall take reasonable steps to p.rotect from public disclosure any of the records which are 
exempt from disclosure under Section 87 of the Public Officers Law (the "Statute") provided 
that; (a) the Fire company shall timely inform an appropriate Village official, in writing, that 
said records should not be disclosed; and said records shall be sufficiently identified; and (b) 
designation of said records as exempt under the statute is reasonable. Nothing contained herein 
shall diminish, or in any way adversely affect, the Village's right to discovery in any pending 
or future litigation. 

14. The Village shall have no liability under this contract to the Fire Company or to 
any other person or entity beyond the amount funds appropriated and available for this 
contract. 

15. This agreement may not be assigned, subcontracted, transferred, conveyed, 
sublet or otherwise disposed of in whole or in part, by the Fire Company, without the prior 
written consent of the Village, and any attempts to assign the contract without the Village's 
written consent are null and void. 

16. Whenever the term "Fire Company" is used in this agreement, such term 

shall include and apply to all members, employees, officers, directors and agents, if any, of 
the Fire Company. 
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17. This agreement may not be amended, modified or renewed except by 
written agreement signed by the Fire Company and the Village. 

18. This agreement is the entire agreement between the parties, and the same shall 
be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of New York. 

19. In the event that, for any reason, a new contract is not executed and effective at 
the end of the term of this Agreement, then the Parties hereto acknowledge that the tenns of this 
Agreement will continue for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days or as long as the Parties 
hereto are engaging in contract negotiations, whichever is longer. Upon the termination of or 
failure of contract negotiations, the Agreement shall terminate, if not agreed upon, and the 
parties shall negotiate a new agreement. Nothing however, shall impair the rights of the parties 
to negotiate and agree to a new agreement retroactive to the termination date of this agreement 
or any extension thereof pursuant to Village Law 4-412(9)(c). 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have duly executed and delivered this Agreement 
effective the day and year first above written. 

FOR: Village of Saranac Lake 

BY& 

ITS:~ 

FOR: Saranac Lake Volunteer Fire Company, INC. 

BY: ------------

ITS: ------------
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