
 

 
 
 

PE5 Action: Residential Organic Waste Program 
 

Village residents with permits are allowed to utilize the Village of Saranac Lake Compost Facility. The facility 
provides a place for any Village resident (after filling out a proper permit application) to drop off any of the 
following: lawn clippings, leaves, small sticks, and other brush. The brush is chipped and mixed with the yard 
clippings and allowed to decompose, a process that takes about 2 1/2 - 3 years. The fully decomposed waste 
material is mixed with top soil. Top soil is a valuable resource for the Village as it is used in various landscaping 
and other related projects around the Village. This process of chipping and composting greatly offsets the cost 
of topsoil for DPW projects for any given summer. A survey of the end material each year is about 75 - 100 
yards of usable compost. The Village of Saranac Lake will continue this residential organic waste program in the 
future because of the environmental impact and the compost material generated that results in cost savings 
for village taxpayers. This program is currently active, as evidenced by screenshots of the village website and 
the social media post included below which was posted on April 7, 2020. A compost permit application for 
Village residents is also included below. 



The Village website provides residents with accurate, up to date information on exactly how to utilize the 
compost facility:  https://www.saranaclakeny.gov/index.php?section=departments_dpw_watersewer 
 
Screenshot from the webpage: 

 

 
 

https://www.saranaclakeny.gov/index.php?section=departments_dpw_watersewer


The Village social media pages, such as this Instagram page, regularly relay 
information on how to access the compost facility. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/saranaclakegov/ 

 

 
 

https://www.instagram.com/saranaclakegov/
https://www.instagram.com/saranaclakegov/


The Village of Saranac Lake 

Compost Permit Application 

The compost permit is available only to non-commercial residents of the Village of Saranac Lake. 

Name 

Mailing Address 

Village Address 

Email 

Permit Number ____ _ 

Date Issued 

Date Expired 

Is the Village address the 
same as mailing address? 

YesO NoQ 

Vehicle Information 

......................................................................... 

Make:! i
! ...................................................................... !

.......................................................................... 

License Plate #: I ! 
t ....................................................................... : 

.. ,,u ................................................................... .. 

Model
: 1 ..................................................................... 1 Trailer License Plate#: l.. .................................................................... 1 

I certify that the above information is correct. I 
have been given a sticker to display in the vehicle 
listed above. I understand that only non­
commercial haulers are permitted and that cars, 
trailers and trucks are not to exceed 100 gross 
vehicle weights. I accept that the hours of the 
Waste Water Treatment Plant may vary. I agree to 
the information listed on the "Compost Permit 
Guidelines" and I have received · a copy. 

x ______________ _ 
SIGNATURE 

DATE 

Please provide proof of residence 
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