
VIRTUAL MEET & GREET
WELCOME!

Saranac Lake Climate Smart Community Task Force



• Meet the Task Force
• What Is The Climate Smart Community Program?
• What Has The Village of Saranac Lake Accomplished?
• Greenhouse Gas Inventory Results
• Q&A
• Winner of the Drawdown Ecochallenge: Saranac Lake Ecoteam 
• Your Ideas for Climate Action

TODAY'S 
PLAN



OUR 
COMMUNITY
GO TO WWW.MENTI.COM

ENTER CODE 88 77 93

Holsom Valley Ranch | 2020
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State Support for Local Climate Action
Assistance for each community to define its own best strategies for:

➢ Reducing emissions & cutting costs of energy use

➢ Building resiliency in the face of climate change

One of the few programs where local gov’ts can find: 

➢ Free technical support on clean energy and climate
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Climate Smart Pledge Elements
1) Pledge to be a Climate Smart Community
2) Set Goals, Inventory Emissions, Plan for Climate Action
3) Decrease Community Energy Use
4) Increase Community Use of Renewable Energy
5) Realize Benefits of Recycling & Other Climate-Smart Solid Waste Mgmt. 

Practices
6) Reduce GHG emissions Through Use of Climate-Smart Land-Use Tools
7) Enhance Community Resilience and Prepare for the Effects of Climate Change
8) Support Development of a Green Innovation Economy
9) Inform & Inspire the Public
10) Commit to an Evolving Process of Climate Action
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What have Climate Smart 
Communities done?
• Climate and Energy Planning

• 89 Climate Action Plans
• 112 Community GHG Inventories 
• 85 Government Ops GHG Inventories

• Energy and Transportation Initiatives
• 17 Solarize Campaigns
• Green Fleet Policies 
• Right-sizing Fleets

• Vulnerability Assessments 
• Adaptation Planning
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What have Climate Smart Communities done?
Energy Retrofit: Preble Town Hall
• $ from EPA, NYSERDA, & Nat’l Grid
• New windows
• Fully re-insulated bldg. envelope
• Lighting upgrade
• Saved $7,400 in utility costs in 1st year
• Reduced carbon emissions by 19 tons

Old fuel oil tanks

9 KW solar 
PV

New electric heat pumps for 
heating & cooling



WHAT'S HAPPENING IN 
SARANAC LAKE?



CLIMATE SMART 
COMMUNITY TASK 
FORCE

Est. May 2018

Erin Griffin, CSC Coordinator, The Wild Center

Kate Glenn, Paul Smith’s College

Kristel Guimara,  North Country Community College

Patrick Murphy, Saranac Lake Village Board

Jamie Konkoski, Saranac Lake Community Development 
Director

Cassandra Hopkins, Saranac Lake Community 
Development Assistant

Steve Dehond, Tri-Lakes 350.org

Harry Gordon, architect, US Green Building Council

Katie Morgan, Saranac Lake High School teacher

Tucker Jakobe, Saranac Lake High School student

Cedar Young, Saranac Lake High School student



• EV Charging Station
• Complete Streets Policy
• Farmers Markets
• HVAC Upgrades
• Interior Lighting Upgrades
• Biking/Walking Infrastructure
• Participated in another climate program (CEC)
• Social Media
• Climate-related public events
• Saranac Lake CSC Website
• Government GHG Inventory
• Unified Solar Permit
• Energy Code Enforcement Training
• Residential Organic Waste Program
• Energy Benchmarking for Gov. Buildings
• Safe Routes to Schools Program
• Partnerships for Climate Action
• Smart Growth Policies & Regulations

ACTIONS COMPLETED
Point Total: 123
Bronze Certification = 120 points



CSC SOCIAL MEDIA



CSC VILLAGE WEBSITE

THE VILLAGE OF SARANAC LAKE LAUNCHED 
A NEW  W EBSITE IN NOVEMBER 20 19

RECOGNIZES W HAT THE VILLAGE IS DOING 
TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE

saranaclakeny.gov

http://drive.google.com/file/d/10o6tiDbPewSPSijIEoECsni2YI0wpUOh/view




ENERGY STAR BENCHMARKING
ENERGY STAR P ORTFOLIO MANAGER

DATA ENTRY FROM TW O ENERGY SOURCES

MEASURE INTENSITY OF USE FOR VILLAGE-OW NED 
BUILDINGS

WWTP

17 Main

Pisgah

DPW Op. 

1 Main

Fire

Tota l com bined  energy use  
(2016 - 2018) in  BTUs per square  foot



Research Find Documentation for Existing Actions
PE1: National/Regional Climate Program: Clean Energy 

Communities Program.
PE8: Farmers Markets: Village Supporting SL Farmers Market
PE10: Partnership with other Entities: Climate Smart Communities 

Task Force

SUS200 Conservation Design,
Green Communities : 

Service Learning Project 



LOCAL GOVERNMENT GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORY



Diesel fuel, gasoline, fuel oil #2 and electricity

COLLECTED RECORDS OF ENERGY USE IN 2017 -2018

Qu a n t it y o f e a ch  fu e l w a s con ve rt e d  t o  m e t ric  t on s  o f ca rb on  

d ioxid e  e q u iva le n t  (CO2e )

CLIMATE IMPACT

COST OF EACH FUEL WAS RECORDED

ANALYZED HOW ENERGY IS USED FOR DIFFERENT 
FUNCTIONS

GHG METHODOLOGY



ELECTRICITY IS 63% OF TOTAL ENERGY 
COST

FOSSIL FUELS ARE 73% OF TOTAL 
CLIMATE IMPACT

OVERALL RESULTS



ENERGY COST BY SECTOR TOTAL:
$523,713

CLIMATE IMPACT BY SECTOR TOTAL:
1,065 METRIC TONS CO2E

ENERGY COST & CLIMATE IMPACT BY SECTOR



QUESTIONS?



NEXT STEPS

Follow up on 
re su lt s  fro m  

g re e n h o u se  

g a s  

in ve n t o ry

JULY 2020
Ap p ly fo r 

Bro n ze  

Ce rt ifica t io n

Be g in  

c lim a t e  

a c t io n  p la n  

p ro ce ss

He a r yo u r 

id e a s!



DRAWDOWN 
ECOCHALLENGE



ERIN GRIFFIN
egriffin@wildcenter.org 

www.saranaclakeny.gov 

@climatesmartsl

STAY IN 
TOUCH!
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