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CommissionersReject
AtkinsRd.Subdivision

CameronCommissionersvotedunanimouslyat
theirJanuary23meetingtorejectthecurrent
applicationforasubdivisiononAtkinsRoadjustoff the
US 1 bypass exit for the town.The decision
followedseveralpubliccommentsbyresidents
concernedabouttheproposeddevelopment’simpact
onwaterquality,traffic,andthetown’scharacter.

Grisel Long told the board that 600 new homes
havebeenapprovedinVassandthosefamilies’
childrenwillbedistributedamongschoolsystems
includingSouthernPinesandCameron.Shealso
pointedoutthatthesamedeveloperhasimpacted
wetlandswithitsprojects.“It'snottherighttimefor
Cameron,” she said.

Town Planner Kathy Liles made a presentation
that the developer resubmitted this plan that was
filed August 3, 2023. After several hearings, the
new plan submitted by the developer included
revised road access, changes in lot sizes and
changes in septic systems.

Mayor Pro TemporeJoeyFrutcheymovedthat the
application be rejected as it was substantially and
materially revised. The vote was unanimously in
favor of the motion. Frutchey suggested that the
developer may submit a new application.

Inotherbusiness,theBoardtabledforfurther
studyaproposedtowncharteramendmentbywhich
thetownwouldadopttheCouncil-Manager formof
government. TownClerkWendyButner,whoalready
performssomemanagerialfunctions,wouldfillthat
position ifthe charter were amended.

CarthageandRobbinsareamongthelocal
communitiesthatusetheCouncil-Managerformoftown
government.

“IfeelWendyalreadydoesthis,”saidMayorJane
Ethridge.“Theclerk’sworkwillonlygrowbecauseof
what’shappeningaroundus,”said Mayor Pro
Tempore
Frutchey.“Itmaybetimetolookathowtobudget
foramanagergoingforward.Wewillneedit.”

Nod to B&B

The Cameron Planning Board voted to recommend
approvalofaproposedBedandBreakfastonCarthage
Street at its January 9 meeting. The applicant,
Elizabeth Nhambure, told the Board that she would
rent threebedrooms in her late1800s home(known as
the Muse House) and would offer renters lunch and
dinner in addition to breakfast.

Thehouseisinthetown’sresidentialzonewhere abed
and breakfast may be permitted with special
conditions.

The Board stipulated requirements such as
environmentalhealthinspectionthatNhamburewill need
to meet before the Board of Commissioners, which
makes the final decision, takes up the application. A
Public Hearing will also be required.

In other business, planners heard from brothers
Brandon and Johnathan Formyduval, new prospective
owners of
thebuildingthathashousedSullivan’sAntiques. They
describedtheirplanneduseofthecommerciallyzoned
propertywhich would include sales of antiques,
firearmsandestatejewelryaswellasbusinessoffices. A
historic mural planned for the eastern wall of the
building will not be affected.




CHOO CHOO! All Aboard
theDewberryExpress...and

More!

PhillipsMemorialParkcommitteemembers
receivedwhatsomecalledtheirbestChristmas
gift of all in December. The news that
theirfundraisinggoalof$54,000neededto
receive the OTPF (OneTime Project
Fund)Grant’smatchingfundsofanadditional$5
4,000wasmetthroughthesaleof
merchandise,memorialbricksandgenerous
donationsfrommanyinthecommunity.

Thisachievementwillallowalltheprojects in
theGrant (titled “Revitalize Cameron’s
ParkThroughHistoricPast”)tobecompleted
by the end of 2024.The projects include the
commercialtrain playground,TrainDepotplay
shelter,picnicshelter,historicalsign,glass
dewberryscavengerhuntandamuralonthe
sideoftheformerSullivan’sAntiquesbuilding.

Afterfinaleditsonthetraindesign,the50

pergentdownpaymentontheplagground_
equipment was made on December 15 with an

installation date the week ofApril 8.
Committeememberswillremoveoldborder
boardsandmulchattheplaygroundin
preparation for installation on two Saturdays,
March9and16.Volunteersarewelcometo
them.Aribbon cutting at the park is
plannedforSaturday,April27.

Meanwhile, you may noticeWinnie the
Poohcharactersalongthewalkingtrailatthe
Park.This installation is part of the
ConventionandVisitorsBureau’s“Sandhills
StoryTrails:Pooh’sAdventureintheSandhills”
series.SandhillsStoryTrailsAdventuresisan
original creation produced by CVB and its
official Destination Storyteller, Dan
Dreyer.Beginning on the path to the picnic
shelter,
thetrailcontinuesacrossthedamandalongto
thepecangrove.Useyourphonetoscanthe
QRcode at the signs to hear the story.

CommitteemembershavealsometwithJoe
GrantatStarworkstobeginthecreationofa
dewberrymoldtomakeglassdewberriesto
hidealongPhillipsMemorial
ParKk’strail. Thiseffortis
inspiredbytheglasspineconesearchesthat
weresopopularlastyearacrossthecounty.
Hopefully, the first glass-blown dewberries will
bemadeintimefortheribboncuttingatthe

Thebeginningofthe AdventuretrailatPhillips Memorial
Park.

VacantorAbandonedStructures:
What's the Solution?

trainplayground.—LauraYounts




Mayor Pro
TemporeJoeyFrutcheyproposedatthe
Board’'sJanuary23meetingthatit
istimeforapublic hearing to adopt an
ordinance addressing the town'’s
vacantorabandonedbuildings,someofwh
ichare derelict.

He credited the late Commissioner
David
Seiberlingwithdevelopingtheproposedord
inance.
“We'retryingtopreserveourtown’shistori
c
buildings.Mosttownsaroundushaveordi
nances
addressingthis.Let’sreachouttothesepro
perty
owners.Wecanputalienonabuilding,butth
egoal
istomakethempartofthecommunity.”

TownPlannerKathyLiles
suggestedusingan
outsideentitysuchasacodeenforcementage
ncyto
enforcetheordinance.”Youneedabuildin
g
inspectorwithexpertiseiniffysituations.Yo
uneed
tonevermissadeadlineorlegalnotification.
Ifyou
startaprocessyouhavetokeepitmoving,sti
ckingto
yourtimeline.Outsideagenciesarefamilia
rwith
theprocess.Localgovernmentshavehads
uccess
withthisapproachtobothresidentialand
commercial properties.”

Mayor Pro
TemporeFrutcheyaskedaboutincentives
forcompliance.Propertyowners“shouldbe
subject
toageneralcodepenaltyof$100/day, said
Ms.Liles.“Ifit'sacaseofahistoricbuildinga
nd
economichardship,thestatemayhelp.”

“Myhopeisitwillbringattentiontothese
structures,”saidCommissionerNicely.

TheBoardvotedunanimouslyinfavorof
apublic hearing, date to be announced.



AtTownHall:

February6:HPC(HistoricPreservation
Commission) 5:30 pm
Februaryl3:PlanningBoardMeeting6:30pm
February 27:Town Board Meeting 7pm
March 5: HPC (Historic Preservation
Commission)Meeting5:30pm
March 12: Planning Board Meeting 6:30pm
March 26:Town Board Meeting 7pm
March 29: Closed — Good Friday

March23:CameronHistoric
PreservationAnnualFundraiser—
moreinfocomingsoon.

SpringAntique Street Fair:
May 3-5, 9am-5pm both days,
rain or shine

Anyone wishing to be added to the
emaillisttoreceiveupcoming
meeting agendas, please email your
requesttoCameronTownHall:
cameronnc@town of cameron.com.

Wearelookingforvolunteersto
serveonourBeautification
Committee. Ifinterested,please
contactTown Hall.

YardDebrisReminder

YarddebrispickupissuspendedfromOctober 1-
Aprillannuallytoallowresidentstoburn.
Elderlyand disabled,pleasecontactTown Hall to
be considered for an exemption.

FoodTruckOrdinance

CommissionersvotedattheirJanuary23
meeting to allow food trucks to operate in
Camerononone-daypermitsandonlyinthe
business district.

Doesthelbthofthemonth slip
up on you?

Avoid worrying about a late

waterbillpaymentbysettingupa
bankdraftforyourmonthly
payment.Just complete a draft
authorization at town halland
bringinavoidedcheckfromyour
account.Wendywilldotherest!

PREVENTING ERQZEN PIPES
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Rememberthe2023ChristmasParade?

Cameron Elementary School led
theparadewhichfeaturedanarray of
vintage vehicles like the
convertible from which newly
elected Mayor Jane Ethridge (left)
waved to the crowd. Beautification
Committee Chair, Sylvia Caddell,
(below) joined the fun with friends’
children, lan Moon and Scout Lynch,
aswellasherfurbabySissy.
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