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4.0  TRANSPORTATION 
 
Basic Objectives 

• Assess existing transportation facilities. 
• Review statewide planning efforts. 
• Develop a long term plan for transportation facilities in the community. 
• Develop goals and objectives to meet current and future transportation needs. 

 
 
Local Road Network Defined 
 (See Map VIII, Page  
 

• Principle arterials:  Serves interstate and interregional traffic. Generally they connect urbanized 
areas with a population of 5,000 or more. 

• Minor Arterials:  These serve cities, large communities and major traffic generators providing 
inter area and intra regional connections. 

• Major Collectors:  Connects moderate size communities and traffic generators to larger 
population centers and to higher-class routes. 

• Minor Collectors:  Collects traffic from local roads, and connects smaller communities, locally 
important traffic generators, and higher-class routes. 

• Local Roads:  Provides access to public and private lands.  All roads not classified as arterials 
and collectors are local roads.   

 
 
Road Pavement 
 
 According to state law, the Town inspects all roads eligible for state aid on a bi-annual basis and 
assigns a pavement condition rating.  The system used is the PASER (Pavement Surface Evaluation and 
Rating).  The PASER rating system is used to evaluate each road segment, based on a scale of 1-10. 
 
 
 

Table 4- 1 
Maintenance Responsibility 

 Length (miles) Percent of Total 
State of Wisconsin 6 7.36 
Chippewa County 30.85 37.86 
Town of Tilden 42.13 51.7 
Private 1.5 1.8 
Total 81.48 100 

   
Note:  The sum of the percentages may not equal total due to rounding. 
Note.  Above information obtained from Chippewa County Highway Dept. 
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Condition of Local Roads in 2008 
 
 The PASER rating system is used to evaluate each road segment, based on a scale of 1-10.  The 
below charts were obtained from the Chippewa County Highway Department in February 2009.  The 
first number in each row reflects the PASER rating for that road/street.  
 
 PASER RATING SCALE: 
 1-Failed (Reconstruction) 
 2-Very poor (Reconstruction) 
 3-Poor (Structural Improvements and leveling-overlay) 
 4-Fair (Structural Improvements and leveling-overlay) 
 5-Fair (Preservative Treatments) 
 6-Good (Preservative Treatments) 
 7-Good (Routine maintenance) 
 8-Very Good (Routine maintenance) 
 9-Excellent (None required) 
 10-Excellent (None required) 

Table 4- 2 part 1 
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Table 4- 2 part 2 

 
 
 

Table 4- 2 part 3 
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Table 4- 3 
Average cost used for Treatments 

Crackseal: $13,000/mile 
Sealcoat: $45,000/mile 
Overlay: $100,000/mile 
Mill & Pave: $200,000/mile 
Reconstruction (1) $300,000/mile 

 
   
  
 

Table 4-4 
Budget Table 
 Figures below reflect what the Town had budgeted for road/highway maintenance.  

Year Budget 
2006 $181,750.00 
2007 $181,350.00 
2008 $181,450.00 
2009 $203,550.00 
2010 $210,000.00 (projected) 

   
  
 
 

Table 4- 5 
Local 5-year Improvement Plan 

Road Name From To Miles Year  
115th St 118th Ave 128th Ave 1 2009  
128th Ave 113th St 128th St 1 2010  
85th Ave 70th St Cth F 1 2011  
115th Ave 115th St. Town line 1 2012  
123rd St 74th Ave Dead end 1 2013  

 
 
 
 

Table 4- 6 
County 5-year Improvement Plan 

Road Name From To Miles Year  
County Highway  B East Town line West Town line 6 to be determined  
County Highway Q County Highway  S County Highway B 0.5 to be determined  
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State 5-year Improvement Plan  
 
 At the time of this report was completed, no information regarding state improvement plans were 
available from Chippewa County or the State. 
 
 
 

Table 4- 7 
  Bridges 

Name/ Span or  Maintenance Load 
location crossing Responsibility restriction 
    
102nd Ave 120 feet Town of Tilden none 
110th St. 38 feet Town of Tilden none 
110th St. 42 feet Town of Tilden none 
129th St 68 feet Town of Tilden none 
118th Ave 65 feet Town of Tilden none 
85th Ave 17 feet Town of Tilden none 
90th St. 22 feet Town of Tilden none 
116th Ave 40 feet Town of Tilden restricted weight 
115th St 
(culvert) 29 feet Town of Tilden none 

 
 
 
Air Passenger Transportation 
 The only local airport serving the area is the Chippewa Valley Regional Airport which is located 
on the north side of Eau Claire, just west of USH 53.  The major airport in the region is the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport. 
 
 
Rail Transportation 
 Rail transportation for the Chippewa Falls area is provided by three railroads being the Union 
Pacific Railroad, Canadian National Railroad and the Progressive Line.  
 
 
Bicycle/Walking Trails (serving the area) 
 
 There are numerous walking, hiking and bicycle trails established throughout Chippewa County.  
Although no formal trails are present within the Town of Tilden, several nearby trails include: 
 
Chippewa Falls Bicycle routes 
 An established and state funded bicycle route runs through the City of Chippewa Falls from the 
South border to the North border. 
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Irvine Park Trail 
 The trail in Irvine Park in Chippewa Falls is approximately 2 miles of gently rolling terrain 
through a mature mixed hardwood forest. The trail is routinely groomed for skiing during the winter 
months. When the trail is not covered with snow, it can be used as one of many hiking trails throughout 
the park. The paved roads through Irvine Park are also used for hiking through all seasons. 
 
Old Abe State Trail 
 The Old Abe State Trail is a 19.5-mile abandoned railroad grade connecting two State Parks, 
from Chippewa Falls to Cornell, Wisconsin. The trail has been developed into a multi-use trail for 
bicyclists, snowmobilers, hikers, horse back  riders and inline skaters.  
 
Special Transit Facilities 
 

• Greyhound Bus Service is available in Eau Claire.   
• Chippewa County provides special transportation to disabled citizens. 

 
Review of Existing Transportation Plans 
  
            The “Long Range Transportation Plan for the Chippewa-Eau Claire Metropolitan Planning Area 
2005-2030” (Distributed by the West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission) is a study of 
the Chippewa Falls and Eau Claire area and includes the Towns of Tilden.  This report identifies 
transportation needs, committed projects and proposed plans.   Although numerous projects are planned, 
two projects worth noting that would affect the Town include: 

• The reconstruction of STH 29/124 interchange to an at-grade two-lane roundabout. 
• The reconstruction of CTH S to four lanes from the USH 53 interchange to STH 178. 
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Map VIII 

 




