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WINTERS CAN BE INTERESTING… CAN’T THEY?

Well, we live in Wisconsin, so we know that we can be hit with just about anything in the weather department, can’t we?  I love the change of seasons, but I am finding that my tolerance of the excruciating cold weather is getting harder and harder to take.  I used to not mind it too bad, as long as I didn’t have to be out in it a lot.  I feel for the farmers and the many other people who have a job that requires them to be out in that weather a lot, and I selfishly look forward to sitting down after supper with my dog and my “blankie” and burrow in for the evening.  I think they call that hibernation for other mammals. (  At least we are getting a reprieve from the frigid weather for a while, but of course that opens up a whole new chapter of possibilities for the weather – namely, rain, ice, and who knows what else.  Well, I guess we’ll just put up with it as we have for years as it continues to frustrate us and gives us something to talk about!  Hang in there!  We’re almost on the downside of winter!!!!

While I’m on the subject, I want to thank all of you for your patience and cooperation during the snow plowing and shoveling season!  Believe me, our plowing crew understands the frustrations of “not getting to my street early enough” or “I just cleared my driveway and they came through and plowed it in again” or “it’s piled so high I can’t see at the intersection” or some of the other concerns that we hear.  We only have so many workers and so many pieces of equipment and so many hours in the day, so they have a set plan that they follow for getting to certain areas of the village first and then on and on as they are able.  For instance, they try to clear out around the school first to allow them safe access, and all of the major “thoroughfares” so that the main traffic can still move.  We also have to wait until Green County Highway goes through on the Highway 59 and County E streets, as they are responsible for the middle of these streets, and we clear up the parking areas.  The guys put in a lot of long hours and try to get out to ALL ten miles of streets in our village at their earliest possible chance, but it may seem like a long time if you are in one of the outer areas.  Again, we thank you for your understanding.  We also thank Kranig Excavating for jumping in to give us a hand when we needed it, and Jim Runaas who offered to help during that 18” snow on the 9th of December.   Please know how much we appreciate all of your help in any way through these times.  Albany is a great place to live!!!!!!!  ((((((((((((((
2010 CAUCUS
An uneventful Caucus was held preceding the Village Board meeting on Monday, January 11, 2010.  The three positions open on the village board are:  John Briggs, Virginia Detra, and Rod Sutherland.  The other position from the village is the Municipal Justice.  This however is not a position that is nominated at the caucus any longer because the position is a joint position with the Village and Town of Albany.  So, at the caucus, the three incumbents were all nominated and have all accepted the nomination, so they will be the names on the ballot.  Since then, Abe Runaas has filed the necessary papers to run as the Municipal Judge; however his name will not be on the ballot.  This position will have to be voted as a write in ballot.  The spring election will be held on Tuesday, April 6th.  Other positions on this ballot will be school board and the Court of Appeal District 4.  There will also be a Primary Election held on Tuesday, February 16, 2010 for the position of the Court of Appeals District 4 office.  Hours for voting are from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m., and in the village are held at the Village Hall located at 206 North Water Street.  You must register to be able to vote, so if you want to save time on that date, you can stop in at the village hall at any time to do so.  It can also be done on the day of the elections, so whichever works the best for you.  Come on out and vote!!!
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2009 TAX COLLECTIONS

Taxes can be collected at the village hall during their regular hours of 7-5 Monday through Friday.  The final due date is January 31, 2010 for at least the first half of taxes to be paid.  For your convenience, the office will be open on Saturday, January 30, 2010 from 9 until noon.  Taxes may be paid at that time or cat and dog licenses may also be purchased.
Dog and cat licenses are also available during regular office hours.  So, if you have a dog or cat over the age of six months, you are required to have a license.  You will need to bring the proof of rabies vaccination with you, and the cost is $5 per animal for spayed or neutered pets, and $10 per animal that is not.  We will only have the dog licenses at the village hall until January 31st.  The cat licenses we will have year around.  These are for everyone in the village whether you own your property or rent.  Any questions, please call the village hall at 862-3240.
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DOGS AND CATS AT LARGE

PLEASE – PLEASE – PLEASE make sure that your pets are kept under control.  Whether it is in a fenced in area, on a leash, or tied up, you need to make sure that your pets are not “visiting” the neighbors and causing a problem.  Remember – if those neighbors wanted a pet, they would get their own.  You take care of yours, and they’ll hopefully take care of theirs, and we can all get along just fine!!! ♥
SNOW PARKING

Our residents are getting better and better about not parking in the streets when there has been a snowfall of one inch or more.  However, there are still a few that forget this rule, and cause a problem with the snow clean up.  The village has adopted a new policy this year, where the first offense of parking on the street in a snowstorm will get you a warning – the second offense will get you a $25 ticket – and if it happens again, the vehicle will be towed at the owner’s expense.  So, please make sure that your vehicle is moved from the street at the time of a snowfall.  Most times, they need to make more than one pass with the plows to move the snow back as far as they can.  To be able to clear the streets back to the curb, the crew needs your cars off the street.  Thanks in advance for your cooperation!
WISCONSIN’S ELECTRONIC RECYCLING LAW

-Cynthia Moore, DNR

On October 23, 2009, Governor Doyle signed a landmark bill into law, making Wisconsin the 20th state to pass legislation to ensure the proper collection and disposal of end-of-life electronics.  Wisconsin’s new electronics recycling law establishes a collection and recycling system for certain electronic devices discarded by households and K-12 public schools, and bans land filling or incineration of these devices in Wisconsin.  Once fully implemented, the law will provide Wisconsinites with convenient recycling locations across the state, reduce pollution from improper disposal of electronics and encourage an expansion of the recycling industry within Wisconsin.

The law is based on a product stewardship approach, which assigns primary responsibility for collection and recycling of products to the manufacturer.  Under the law, manufacturers of covered electronic devices (CED’s) – including computers, televisions, printers and certain video display devices – will be responsible for financing and ensuring the recycling of these and other electronic devices within the state.  The law also establishes requirements for recyclers, collectors and local governments to ensure that recycling occurs in an environmentally sound manner.  Residents play a key role by participating in collection programs and keeping electronic devices out of landfills.  The DNR is currently developing a Web page and additional outreach materials to further explain Wisconsin’s electronics recycling law.  Stay tuned to the DNR homepage.
NOTE:  The Village and Town of Albany will no longer be able to accept old electronics.  We are asking that if you are updating your computer system or televisions, that you insist to the business that you are buying the new one from to take your old one.  They can be responsible for recycling the old one.  This will prevent you from having to find a designated location to take the old equipment for disposal.  We will no longer be able to take them at the Recycling Center, and further information will be coming when we receive it as to any other location that they can be disposed of.  When we get the answers, we will inform Dave and Victor at the center.  We are sorry for the inconvenience, but with the new state laws, our hands are tied at the recycling center.  Thanks for your cooperation!
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MORE RECYCLING INFORMATION
MATERIAL DESCRIPTION:  Paints, brush cleaners, glues, paint thinners, varnish strippers and wood preservatives.

TOO VALUABLE TO WASTE:  Always try to use products up.  Leftover paint could be used as a prime coat or to paint the garden shed.

PREFERRED HANDLING:  The best handling options depend on the ingredients in the products you are using and the community in which you live.  Read the label for proper disposal techniques and take personal responsibility for determining the appropriate disposal option.   When in doubt, ask!
WHAT ARE THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF PLASTIC BAGS?
Plastic bags have a number of environmental impacts throughout their lifecycle.  These include greenhouse gas emissions and pollution from the process of extracting and reefing petroleum or natural gas, manufacturing the plastic bags, and transporting them to market.  One of the biggest negative impacts of plastic bags comes from their disposal.  Plastic bag litter has been a driving force behind bans and other restrictions on their use.  Problems caused by plastic bags in the environment include:  Bags clog gutters and sewer grates, causing flooding; Bags get caught in trees, fences and other objects, where they become an eyesore; and bags kill animals – particularly birds and marine life – when the animals become entangled in the plastic or when they mistake pieces of plastic for food.  Plastic can take hundreds of years to degrade, and can pose risks even when it has degraded into smaller pieces, since these are especially attractive to animals as food.  They are also believed to adversely affect landfill operations by interfering with moisture distribution and leachate flow within landfilled waste.  According to several sources, U.S. shoppers use an estimated 100 billion plastic bags every year and recycle only a small percentage of them, though market demand for the recycled bags is growing.  Many of the bags are reused by consumers as trash liners or pet waste bags, but a large number also end up in landfills or causing harm in the environment without first being reused.  Much of the plastic eventually makes its way downstream to the oceans.  The California Coastal Commission estimates that 60 to 80 percent of all marine debris is plastic, with plastic bags making up a portion of that total.  In the Pacific Ocean, currents push debris into one area.  Since plastic-based materials do not readily break down, one researcher has estimated there is a floating mass of plastic and polystyrene foam in the North Pacific Ocean that is roughly the size of Texas.
Recycling is a very important thing to do.  Please continue to recycle responsibly.
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VILLAGE BOARD HAPPENINGS:

· Hired Web Design, Inc. to develop a new website for the village – check it out at www.albanywi.org ;
· Set Trick or Treat hours to 5:30-7:30;
· Approved the purchase of a GIS program to allow village employees to keep up with mapping in the village;
· Approved snowmobile parking across from the village hall;
· Approved operator’s licenses for Craig Krupke and Cherie Eisch;
· Set the 2010 tax levy at $398,628.00;
· Set the 201 budget at $846,843.00;
· Adopted Resolution 09-09 regarding the loan to pay off the lease for the backhoe;
· Approved the recommended bonuses for the summer park employees;
· Approved a 3% water rate increase;
· Approved an 8% sewer rate increase;
· Announced that there would be no raises for any village employees for 2010 other than an allotted amount that was set for the newest employee, the Deputy Clerk;
· Approved the Set Aside funds at the amount of $79,732.00;  
· Approved a final pay request for G. Fox for the work on Sugar River Parkway in the amount of $9,539.30;
· Approved paying for half of the Albany ad in the Green County Visitor’s Guide;
· Approved a Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for Gabriella’s Italian Gourmet Restaurant;
· Set the date of the caucus for January 11, 2010;
· Adopted Resolution 10-09 regarding the increase of sewer rates;
· Approved a Conditional Use Permit to the Albany Airport Association;
· Approved allowing the Albany Fire Department to use a section of the land in the Industrial Park for training;
· Adopted a resolution to join with Green County for the U.S. Census.
REMINDERS:

· Recycling Center hours are 8-3 on Saturday and 12-5 on Wednesdays;

· Primary Election on February 16th and Spring Election on April 6th;

· The Village Office will close at noon on Friday, April 2nd.

· When you get your U.S. Census form, please fill it out and return it as soon as possible – it’s very important for future grants and such;

· AARP Taxes will be done at the village hall on the following Friday mornings from 9-12:  February 5, February 26, March 19, and April 2.
  Think Spring!!!!!!  

